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and Least-Developed Countries 

By Anwesha Bandyopadhyay and Julien Grollier 

Summary 

The regular work of the WTO is an important aspect of the multilateral trading system (MTS). Smaller developing 

and least-developed countries can derive benefits from the MTS by improving their participation in the regular 

work of the WTO.  This Note gives a summarised account of the discussions in the WTO Council for Trade in 

Services (CTS) on issue related to the electronic commerce, in the last year from Aug 2017 to Sep 2018. It 

then outlines the tentative agenda of the WTO, including the CTS for 2019 on e-commerce, and the important 

activities where smaller developing and least-developed countries should participate actively.  
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The Work Programme on 

Electronic Commerce: 

What has been discussed 

in 2017-18? 

1

2

3

A- Meeting on 30th January 2017 

(S/C/M/129)       (17-0597) 

1 Electronic Commerce. WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_e.htm  

2 Ibid.  
3 Ibid.  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_e.htm
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B- Meeting on 6th June 2017 

(S/C/M/130)    (17-2988) 

C- Meeting on 28th August 2017 

(S/C/M/132)   (17-4552) 

D- Meeting on 6th November 

2017 (S/C/M/133)   (17-

6033) 
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E- Meeting on 5th April 2018 

(S/C/M/134)    (18-2071) 

F- Meeting on 11th July 2018 

(S/C/M/135)   (18-4350) 
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G- Meeting on 26th November 

2018 (S/C/M/136)  (18-

7439) 

Expected Work Plan for 

2019 and Issues of 

Interest to Smaller 

Developing and Least-

Developed Countries 

A- Expected Work Plan for 2019  
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B- Possible Important Issues for 

Participation by Smaller 

Developing and Least-

Developed Countries in 2019   

a) classification issues such as whether e-

commerce should be treated as trade in 

goods or services and what could be the 

implications on the existing services 

classification list 

b) regulatory challenges for specific services 

sectors in the age of e-commerce 

c) application of current GATS framework to 

e-commerce to identify if there are any 

gaps to be addressed 

d) improving the participation of MSMEs and 

women-owned enterprises in trade in 

services through e-commerce 

e) improving the inclusiveness of e-payment 

services on fair terms for smaller 

developed and least-developed countries 
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CUTS International, Geneva 

CUTS International, Geneva is a non-profit NGO that 

catalyses the pro-trade, pro-equity voices of the 

Global South in international trade and development 

debates in Geneva.  We and our sister CUTS 

organizations in India, Kenya, Zambia, Vietnam, and 

Ghana have made our footprints in the realm of 

economic governance across the developing world. 

 © 2019. CUTS International, Geneva. 

This note is authored by Anwesha Bandyopadhyay and 

Julien Grollier. CUTS’ notes are to inform, educate and 

provoke debate on specific issues. Readers are 

encouraged to quote or reproduce material from this 

paper for their own use, provided due acknowledgement 

of the source is made. 

37-39, Rue de Vermont, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland 

geneva@cuts.org ● www.cuts-geneva.org   

Ph: +41 (0) 22 734 60 80 | Fax: +41 (0) 22 734 39 14 | Skype: cuts.grc 

Also at: Jaipur, Lusaka, Nairobi, Accra, Hanoi, Delhi, Calcutta and Washington, D.C 

 

 

 

GENEVA TRADE & BUSINESS CONNEXION FORUM 

The Trade & Business Connexion project aims at bridging the gap between South 

and Southeast Asian WTO delegates and their national private sectors. Web: 

http://www.cuts-geneva.org/Geneva_Connexion_SNSEAsia.html 

 

 

The Geneva Trade & Business Connexion Forum project is 

undertaken with funding support from the Australian Aid agency 

(Australian government). 


