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| TECHNICAL NOTE 

Note 

The Specific Trade Concern Mechanism of 

the TBT Committee and the WTO TBT 

Agreement Implementation 

Summary 

This note analyses the TBT Committee of the WTO and Specific Trade Concern (STC) data on the TBT-IMS and 

other sources to investigate how WTO Members use the STC mechanism of the TBT Committee in their 

efforts to implement the TBT Agreement.  The note investigates whether South & South East Asia countries 

are active in the TBT Committee and provides some recommendations for the efficient use of the STC 

Mechanism. 
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| TECHNICAL NOTE 

Introduction  

What is an STC? 

1 Pursuant to Article 13 of the TBT Agreement, the TBT 

How S&SEA Countries 

can benefit from the STC 

Mechanism of the WTO 

TBT Committee?  

Committee is mandated to review the operation and 
implementation of the TBT Agreement on a triennial basis. The 
Seventh Triennial Review was completed in December 2015. 
2 TBT Committee was established with the purpose of: 
ñaffording Members the opportunity of consulting on any 
matters relating to the operation of this Agreementò, WTO 
Agreement Series 118 
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/tbttotrade_e.p
df#page=143 
3 https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/igo_obs_e.htm#tbt  
4 Annex 1.  Which covers the guidelines for observer status for 
Governments in the WTO, and Annex 2 Which deals with the 
guidelines for observer status for International organizations in 
the WTO. 

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/tbttotrade_e.p
df#page=143 
5  The complaining Member must submit a request for 
consultations, identifying the agreements it believes are being 
violated. The list below shows the agreements cited in the 
request for consultations. 

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/tbttotrade_e.pdf#page=143
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/tbttotrade_e.pdf#page=143
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/igo_obs_e.htm#tbt
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/tbttotrade_e.pdf#page=143
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/tbttotrade_e.pdf#page=143
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Have S&SEA Countries 

Raised STCs in the WTO? 

 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_agreement
s_index_e.htm?id=A22# 
6 http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/search/stc/Search.aspx  
7 
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/tbt_17mar15_e.
pdf  
8 
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/tbt_17mar15_e.
pdf 

How to Raise STCs? 

9 List of standardizing bodies that have accepted the Code of 
Good Practice for the preparation, adoption and application of 
standards since 1 January 1995 (G/TBT/CS), 5 September 
2015 

http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/report/PreDefined.aspx 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_agreements_index_e.htm?id=A22
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_agreements_index_e.htm?id=A22
http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/search/stc/Search.aspx
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/tbt_17mar15_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/tbt_17mar15_e.pdf
http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/report/PreDefined.aspx
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Examples of STCs Raised 

by Developing Countries 

in the WTO 

10 World Trade Report 2012, Trade and Public Policies: A closer 
look at Non-Tariff Measures in the 21st Century, pg. 8. 
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/anrep_e/wtr12-
0_e.pdf  
11 The ultimate responsibility for settling disputes also lies with 
Member governments through the Dispute Settlement Body. 
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_e.htm#dsb  

The STC of EU-India 

12 World Trade Organization Annual Report 2016 page 63 

 
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/anrep_e/anrep16_
chap5_e.pdf  

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/anrep_e/wtr12-0_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/anrep_e/wtr12-0_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_e.htm#dsb
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/anrep_e/anrep16_chap5_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/anrep_e/anrep16_chap5_e.pdf
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13 (G/TBT/N/IND/9) WTO TBT Committee (2004) 
14 According to Annex 3, all new measure imposed by a 
Member have to be; Transparent , pass the Conformity 
Assessment Procedure (CAPs Text) and  the issuing Member 
has to avail all the technical assistance for the implementation 
of such measures upon the request of the concerned party. 
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/reser_e/ersd201609_e.pdf  
15 (G/TBT/M/33), Committee on TBT, Minutes of the meeting of 
1 July 2004, Chairperson: Mr.Sudhakar Dalela (India), Note by 
the Secretariat. 
http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/edition/stc/SpecificTradeConcer
n.aspx?ID=183326 
16http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/edition/stc/SpecificTradeConc
ern.aspx?ID=185325  
17 Homologation of Vehicles (G/TBT/N/IND/9) 

The US-China STC 

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/reser_e/ersd201609_e.pdf
http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/edition/stc/SpecificTradeConcern.aspx?ID=183326
http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/edition/stc/SpecificTradeConcern.aspx?ID=183326
http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/edition/stc/SpecificTradeConcern.aspx?ID=185325
http://tbtims.wto.org/web/pages/edition/stc/SpecificTradeConcern.aspx?ID=185325

