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Summary  

This briefing paper aims to inform delegates and governments of Member States of the AfCFTA of the 

challenges and opportunities of the treaty. In particular, this analysis encompasses the following topics: (i) the 

structure and objectives of the African CFTA; (ii) the economic impact of the treaty; and (iii) the challenges and 

issues. This paper is based on a CUTS study by Théophile Albert titled “The African Continental Free Trade 

Agreement: Opportunities and Challenges”, available at https://bit.ly/2PGvSe8. 
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Introduction 

Structure and Objectives of the 

AfCFTA  

Institutional Structure and 

Mechanism  

Main Goals and Objectives 
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Economic Impact of the Treaty 

Current State of Trade in Africa 

1https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Public

ations/2018AEO/African_Economic_Outlook_2018_-

_EN_Chapter3.pdf 

Potential Positive Impacts  

• 

• 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/2018AEO/African_Economic_Outlook_2018_-_EN_Chapter3.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/2018AEO/African_Economic_Outlook_2018_-_EN_Chapter3.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/2018AEO/African_Economic_Outlook_2018_-_EN_Chapter3.pdf
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Differential Treatment   
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Negative Impacts 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Global Impacts 
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Challenges and Issues 

Unresolved Strategic Topics 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Public

ations/African_Economic_Outlook_2018_-_EN.pdf 

Inclusive Integration 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/African_Economic_Outlook_2018_-_EN.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/African_Economic_Outlook_2018_-_EN.pdf
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Sustainable Development   

Next steps   

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Conclusion and 

Recommendations 
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