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Summary 

At the WTO, regular work under the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) enables 

members to ensure their exporters are not unfairly affected by measures adopted by trading partners. Yet, due 

to the low profile kept by many small developing countries, few discussions have focused on measures of their 

interest. After analysing their participation so far, this paper will explore the benefits and avenues for engaging 

more effectively in the SPS Committee.  
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Introduction 

1 Kang and Ramizo, Impact of SPS Measures and TBT on 

International Trade, p. 4. / WTO, Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Measures, pp. 9 and 17. 
2 Ferro et al., The Effect of Product Standards on 

Agricultural Exports, p. 69. 
3 Kang and Ramizo, Impact of SPS Measures and TBT on 

International Trade, p. 23. 
4 Melo et al., Do Sanitary, Phytosanitary and Quality-

related Standards Affect International Trade?, p. 351. / 

Disdier et al., The Impact of Regulations on Agricultural 

The SPS Agreement 

Trade, p. 1.; Ferro et al., The Effect of Product Standards 

on Agricultural Exports, pp. 73 and 78.;  Otsuki et al., 

Saving Two in a Billion.; Jaffee, Food Safety and 

Agricultural Health Standards and Developing Country 

Exports.; Xiong and Beghin, Disentangling Demand-

Enhancing and Trade-Costs Effects of Maximum Residue 

Regulations. 
5 Marceau and Trachtman, A Map of the WTO Law of 

Domestic Regulation of Goods, p. 417. 
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 Transparency  

 Harmonisation 

6 IBAR, Enhancing Participation of African Countries in the 

WTO SPS Committee, p. 46. 
7 Both, countries and leading scientists in the field of food 

safety are actively participating in and reviewing the 

organisations' work.  

 Risk Assessment 

 Equivalence 

 Regionalisation 

8 Mavroidis and Wolfe, Private Standards and the WTO, p. 

7.  
9 Arnell, Sanitary & Phytosanitary Issues in the WTO, p. 3. 

/ Marceau and Trachtman, A Map of the WTO Law of 

Domestic Regulation of Goods, p. 382. 
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The SPS Committee 

10 In addition, the SPS Committee organises informal 

meetings upon request of the Members to discuss specific 

SPS-related issues more freely. 

Functioning of the SPS 

Committee 

11 IBAR, Enhancing Participation of African Countries in 

the WTO SPS Committee, p. 27. 
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Benefits for Developing 

Countries 

12 Horn et al., In the Shadow of DSU, pp. 24-25. 
13 IBAR, Enhancing Participation of African Countries in 

the WTO SPS Committee, p. 40. 

14 Horn et al., In the Shadow of DSU, p. 30. 



6 

| TECHNICAL NOTE 

SPS Committee: Recent 

Participation of 

Developing Countries 

 

Figure 1: SPS STCs by Country 

Category since 2007 

Source: Author’s calculations, based on WTO SPS 

Information Management System 

 

15 According to a decision by the ministers from WTO 

Members, after the notification of a new SPS measure at 

least six months must elapse until the measure may be 

implemented, except from emergency cases.  
16 In case that a STC was raised by Members A, B and C 

against Member D, this was denoted for as 3 STCs, 

namely Member A vs. Member D, Member B vs. Member 

D and Member C vs. Member D. This approach of 

counting was chosen to get a clear picture of the 

distribution of raised STCs across the different country 

categories. 
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Table 1: Participation in SPS STCs by Country Category since 2007. 

 MEMBERS RAISING STCs 

DEVELOPED 
DEVELOPING, EMERGING 
MARKETS* 

DEVELOPING, OTHER LEAST DEVELOPING (LDC) 
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STCs: 10 

Top Demanders: 

United States of America, European 
Union, Israel 

Top Defendants:  

European Union, United States of 
America, Australia, Japan 

STCs: 57 

Top Demanders: 

China, India, Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador 

Top Defendants: 

European Union, United States of 
America, Japan, Australia  

STCs: 6 

Top Demanders: 

Paraguay, Costa Rica, Viet Nam, 
Nicaragua 

Top Defendants: 

United States of America, Japan, 
European Union 

STCs: 2 

Top Demander: Senegal 

Top Defendants:  

European Union, United 

States of Amerika 

D
E
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G
 M
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K
E

T
S

 STCs: 52 

Top Demanders: 

European Union, United States of 
America, Canada, Japan 

Top Defendants: 

China, Russian Federation, India, 
Republic of Korea, Turkey 

STCs: 48 

Top Demanders: 

Brazil, India, Mexico, Ukraine, China, 
Ecuador 

Top Defendants: 

China, Russian Federation, Indonesia, 
Brazil, Mexico  

STCs: 7 

Top Demanders: 

Pakistan, Morocco, Namibia, 
Nicaragua 

Top Defendants: 

Mexico, South Africa, India, China 

STCs: 1 

Demander: Senegal: 

 

Defendant: India 
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STCs: 4 
Top Demanders: 

United States of America, European 
Union 

Top Defendants: 

El Salvador, Viet Nam  

STCs: 10 

Top Demanders: 

Mexico, Chile  

Top Defendants: 

Viet Nam, Costa Rica, Albania, Gabon 

STCs: 2 

Top Demanders: 

Panama, Guatemala  

Top Defendant: 

Costa Rica 

STCs: 1 

Demander: 

Senegal 

Defendant: 

Viet Nam 

L
D

C
s
 STCs: - STCs: 1 

Demander: Brazil 

Defendant: Senegal 

STCs: - STCs: - 

S
U

M
M

A
R

Y
 

STCs raised: 66 
Top Demanders: 

European Union, United States of 
America, Canada, Japan 

STCs raised: 116 
Top Demanders: 

China, Brazil, India, Argentina 

STCs raised: 15 
Top Demanders: 

Costa Rica, Paraguay, Panama 

STCs raised: 4 
Top Demander: 

Senegal 

* UNCTAD definition 

Source: Author's Calculations, based on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Information System 

17 Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, Lao PDR, 

Macao SAR, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri 

Lanka, Vietnam. 



8 

| TECHNICAL NOTE 

Figure 2: Developing Countries 

SPS STCs since 2007 - 

Contribution of Selected Regions 

Source: Author's Calculations, based on Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Information Management System 

Examples of recent STCs raised 

by developing countries  

Figure 3: SPS STCs by Subject 

since 2007 

Source: Author's Calculations, based on Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Information Management System
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Taking better advantage 

of the SPS Committee 

Challenges to effective 

participation  

Opportunities 
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Conclusion 

18 IBAR, Enhancing Participation of African Countries in 

the WTO SPS Committee, p. 72-74. 
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