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Summary 

Over the past few months, electronic commerce has received renewed interest in trade debates. While 

emphasising the need to prioritise remaining DDA issues, developing country delegates want to better 

understand what is at stake in this area. This note reviews the existing WTO work programme on e-

commerce, which has deliberated in detail various aspects of the issue since it was launched in 1998 and is 

likely to form the basis of any renewed WTO work on the matter.  
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Introduction 

1 WTO 10th Ministerial Conference Declaration 

paragraph 32 
2 See speech uplinked at 

www.wto.org/english/news_e/spra-e.htm  

4

Review of the Work 

Programme  

3 WT/MIN (98)/DEC/2 
4 WT/L/274 The work programme on Electronic 

Commerce Adopted by General Council on 

25th/09/1998 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/spra-e.htm
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Council for Trade Related Aspects 

of Intellectual Property Rights 

(TRIPs) 
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4 WT/L/274 (30 September 1998) 
6 IP/C/18 (30 July 1999) 
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7 IP/C/W/128/Add.1 (15 May 2003) 
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Council for Trade in Services 

8 WT/L/274 (30 September 1998) 
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9 S/C/W/68 (16 November 1998) 
10 S/L/74 (27 July 1999) 
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Committee for Trade and 

Development 

 

 

11 WT/GC/W/676 (11 November 2013) 
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12 WT/COMTD/W/51 (23 November 1998) 
13 WT/GC/W/676 (11 November 2013) 
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The Council for Trade in Goods 

14 WT/COMTD/W/198 (27 June 2013) 
15 WT/L/274 (30 September 1998) 
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Conclusions 
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