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Summary 

The so-called “new issues”, which have been floating around for a long time, have now been but on the WTO 

agenda by trade ministers in Nairobi last year. As of early 2016, WTO members are now trying to figure out 

what precisely these “new issues” could be, and what are their own interests therein. Looking at recent trade 

agreements, possible new issues may include those “Singapore issues” which already have a history at the 

WTO like investment, government procurement and competition policy. This paper focuses on the latter, 

providing a historical overview of debates related to competition policy within the WTO. 
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1 See WT/MIN(96)/DEC).  

Interaction between 

Trade and Competition 

Policy 
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Members’ Positions 

Core Principles 
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Cartels 

2 The definition of hardcore cartel provided by the OECD states 

that “ an anti-competitive agreement, anti-competitive concerted 

practice or anti-competitive agreement by competitors to fix 

prices, make rigged bids (collusive tenders) establish output 

Cooperation 

restrictions or quotas, or share or divide markets by allocating 

customers, suppliers, territories, or lines of commerce.” (see 

OECD, Department of Trade and Industry (2001).  
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Technical Assistance Conclusion 

3 See proposals and documents at 

http://docsonline.wto.org/underWT/WGTCP/ 
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