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Transforming Gender Roles in Value 
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Summary  

Increasingly, businesses and governments are recognising the huge potential of integrating women traders 

into global value chains. Investing in women traders can unlock new market opportunities, create powerful 

consumer demographics and business opportunities. This briefing paper examines the roles and challenges 

of women from developing countries in agro-processing and textiles value chains, and provides 

recommendations to overcome some of these challenges. 
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Background 

Women in GVCs: Their current 

roles in developing and least 

developed countries 

                                                             

1 The World Bank - Breaking the 'Grass Ceiling': Empowering 

Women Farmers 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2018/03/06/breaking

-the-grass-ceiling-empowering-women-farmers  

Women as physical workers  

2 Whitefly https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/pest-insects/whitefly 
3 Cassava Mosaic Virus 

https://www.accessagriculture.org/cassava-mosaic-virus  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2018/03/06/breaking-the-grass-ceiling-empowering-women-farmers
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2018/03/06/breaking-the-grass-ceiling-empowering-women-farmers
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/pest-insects/whitefly
https://www.accessagriculture.org/cassava-mosaic-virus
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Women as commodity producers  

                                                             

4 Celine's Cassava Business Takes Root 

https://www.farmafrica.org/kenya/celines-cassava-business-

takes-root  
5 Delivering Change in Mali: Investing in Women and Beyond 

https://www.enhancedif.org/en/publication/2016-10/delivering-

change-mali-investing-women-and-beyond  
6 FAO. Women and Decent work http://www.fao.org/rural-

employment/work-areas/women-and-decent-work/en/  
7 World Bank. Gender in Crop Agriculture 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/

Resources/Module12.pdf  
8 OXFAM Canada. Behind the Brands, Cocoa Case Studies 

https://www.oxfam.ca/sites/default/files/imce/btb-oxfam-cocoa-

case-studies.pdf 

MONDELEZ CASE STUDY 

9 Gumucio, T., Yore, H., Mello, D., & Loucel, C. (2016). Coffee 

and Cocoa Value Chains: Gender Dynamics in Peru and 

Nicaragua. 
10 International Finance Corporation: World Bank Group 

https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/d19235d7-2ba7-4f7b-

b0c6-

5198fe9e4d30/Women+in+Agri+VC_Report_FINAL.pdf?MOD  
11 Mondelēz International Launches Cocoa Life in Brazil to Help 

Combat Climate Change and Ensure Sustainable Cocoa 

Supply https://ir.mondelezinternational.com/news-

releases/news-release-details/mondelez-international-

launches-cocoa-life-brazil-help-combat  

https://www.farmafrica.org/kenya/celines-cassava-business-takes-root
https://www.farmafrica.org/kenya/celines-cassava-business-takes-root
https://www.enhancedif.org/en/publication/2016-10/delivering-change-mali-investing-women-and-beyond
https://www.enhancedif.org/en/publication/2016-10/delivering-change-mali-investing-women-and-beyond
http://www.fao.org/rural-employment/work-areas/women-and-decent-work/en/
http://www.fao.org/rural-employment/work-areas/women-and-decent-work/en/
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/Resources/Module12.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/Resources/Module12.pdf
https://www.oxfam.ca/sites/default/files/imce/btb-oxfam-cocoa-case-studies.pdf
https://www.oxfam.ca/sites/default/files/imce/btb-oxfam-cocoa-case-studies.pdf
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/d19235d7-2ba7-4f7b-b0c6-5198fe9e4d30/Women+in+Agri+VC_Report_FINAL.pdf?MOD
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/d19235d7-2ba7-4f7b-b0c6-5198fe9e4d30/Women+in+Agri+VC_Report_FINAL.pdf?MOD
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/d19235d7-2ba7-4f7b-b0c6-5198fe9e4d30/Women+in+Agri+VC_Report_FINAL.pdf?MOD
https://ir.mondelezinternational.com/news-releases/news-release-details/mondelez-international-launches-cocoa-life-brazil-help-combat
https://ir.mondelezinternational.com/news-releases/news-release-details/mondelez-international-launches-cocoa-life-brazil-help-combat
https://ir.mondelezinternational.com/news-releases/news-release-details/mondelez-international-launches-cocoa-life-brazil-help-combat
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Women as small-scale traders  

                                                             

12 Verter, N., Bamwesigye, D., & Darkwah, S. A. (2015). 

Analysis of Coffee Production and Exports in Uganda.   
13 Uganda Coffee Development Authority. (2015). Uganda 
National Coffee Strategy 2040 Plan for 2015/16 - 2019/20. 
https://ugandacoffee.go.ug/sites/default/files/Resource_center/
National%20Coffee%20Strategy%20Design.pdf  
14 Kasente, D. (2012). Fair trade and Organic Certification in 

Value Chains: Lessons from a Gender Analysis from Coffee 

Exporting in Uganda. Gender & Development, 20(1), 111-127. 
15 Uganda Coffee Development Authority. (2015) 
16 Laub R., Tartanac F.  & Scarpocch C. Crossing Borders: 

Challenges of African Women Involved in Informal Cross-

Border Trade. 

https://agrigenderjournal.com/2016/12/30/crossing-borders-

challenges-of-african-women-involved-in-informal-cross-border-

trade/  
17 Global Value Chain Policy Series: Gender 

https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/global-value-chain-

policy-series-gender  
18 Efficient Border Crossing to Boost Trade Between Kenya and 

Uganda with Launch of Busia One Stop Border Post 

https://www.eac.int/press-releases/1002-efficient-border-

crossing-to-boost-trade-between-kenya-and-uganda-with-

launch-of-busia-one-stop-border-post  
19 Memorandum of Understanding Between India and 
Bangladesh Establishing Border Haats 
http://commerce.nic.in/trade/MOU_Border_Haats_across_Bord
er_India_and_Bangladesh2010.pdf  

https://ugandacoffee.go.ug/sites/default/files/Resource_center/National%20Coffee%20Strategy%20Design.pdf
https://ugandacoffee.go.ug/sites/default/files/Resource_center/National%20Coffee%20Strategy%20Design.pdf
https://agrigenderjournal.com/2016/12/30/crossing-borders-challenges-of-african-women-involved-in-informal-cross-border-trade/
https://agrigenderjournal.com/2016/12/30/crossing-borders-challenges-of-african-women-involved-in-informal-cross-border-trade/
https://agrigenderjournal.com/2016/12/30/crossing-borders-challenges-of-african-women-involved-in-informal-cross-border-trade/
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/global-value-chain-policy-series-gender
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/global-value-chain-policy-series-gender
https://www.eac.int/press-releases/1002-efficient-border-crossing-to-boost-trade-between-kenya-and-uganda-with-launch-of-busia-one-stop-border-post
https://www.eac.int/press-releases/1002-efficient-border-crossing-to-boost-trade-between-kenya-and-uganda-with-launch-of-busia-one-stop-border-post
https://www.eac.int/press-releases/1002-efficient-border-crossing-to-boost-trade-between-kenya-and-uganda-with-launch-of-busia-one-stop-border-post
http://commerce.nic.in/trade/MOU_Border_Haats_across_Border_India_and_Bangladesh2010.pdf
http://commerce.nic.in/trade/MOU_Border_Haats_across_Border_India_and_Bangladesh2010.pdf
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Emerging roles of women in 

GVCs: a snapshot of new 

opportunities 

Illustrations of women as business 

owners   

                                                             

20 Taneja, N., Joshi, S., Prakash, S., & Bimal, S. (2018). Trade 

Facilitation Measures to Enhance Participation of Women in 

Cross-border Trade in BBIN http://icrier.org/pdf/Cross-

border_Trade_in_BBIN-Jan-2018.pdf   
21 The Crucial Role of Women in African Agriculture 

https://www.farmersweekly.co.za/opinion/by-invitation/the-

crucial-role-of-women-in-african-agriculture/  

Women consumers as a driving 

force in food and textile GVCs  

22 EIF Annual Report 2017: Inclusive Trade for Sustainable 

Development in the World’s Poorest Countries. 
23 The fashion Brands Empowering Women in Developing 

Countries https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-

business/sustainable-fashion-blog/fashion-brands-empowering-

women-developing-countries  

http://icrier.org/pdf/Cross-border_Trade_in_BBIN-Jan-2018.pdf
http://icrier.org/pdf/Cross-border_Trade_in_BBIN-Jan-2018.pdf
https://www.farmersweekly.co.za/opinion/by-invitation/the-crucial-role-of-women-in-african-agriculture/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.za/opinion/by-invitation/the-crucial-role-of-women-in-african-agriculture/
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/sustainable-fashion-blog/fashion-brands-empowering-women-developing-countries
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/sustainable-fashion-blog/fashion-brands-empowering-women-developing-countries
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/sustainable-fashion-blog/fashion-brands-empowering-women-developing-countries
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24 Top 3 Drivers of Consumer Expenditure in Emerging and 

Developing Economies https://blog.euromonitor.com/top-3-

drivers-of-consumer-expenditure-in-emerging-and-developing-

economies/  
25 African Fashion Brands Bring Sustainability to the Runway, 

but Can They Scale Up and Stay Green? 

https://qz.com/africa/1377528/african-fashion-brands-bring-

sustainability-to-the-runway-but-can-they-scale-up-and-stay-

green/  
26 3 Eco-Fashion Brands Supporting African Women and its 

Culture https://zoede.com/3-eco-fashion-brands-african-

women/  

Gendered challenges of women 

in GVCs: A closer look at the 

agro-processing case   

Lack of access to land 

27 Made in Africa: The Stylish African Ethical Fashion Brands 

Making Waves in the Industry 

https://ecowarriorprincess.net/2018/02/made-in-africa-stylish-

african-ethical-fashion-brands-making-waves-industry/  
28 14 Africa-Inspired Designers Who Shake Up The Sustainable 

Fashion World https://www.mochni.com/14-africa-inspired-

designers-who-shake-up-sustainable-fashion-world/  
29 Women's Empowerment in Global Value Chains 

https://www.bsr.org/reports/BSR-Report-Womens-

Empowerment-Supply-Chains.pdf  
30 Fact Sheet: Land Tenure and Women’s Empowerment 

https://www.land-links.org/issue-brief/fact-sheet-land-tenure-

womens-empowerment/  

https://blog.euromonitor.com/top-3-drivers-of-consumer-expenditure-in-emerging-and-developing-economies/
https://blog.euromonitor.com/top-3-drivers-of-consumer-expenditure-in-emerging-and-developing-economies/
https://blog.euromonitor.com/top-3-drivers-of-consumer-expenditure-in-emerging-and-developing-economies/
https://qz.com/africa/1377528/african-fashion-brands-bring-sustainability-to-the-runway-but-can-they-scale-up-and-stay-green/
https://qz.com/africa/1377528/african-fashion-brands-bring-sustainability-to-the-runway-but-can-they-scale-up-and-stay-green/
https://qz.com/africa/1377528/african-fashion-brands-bring-sustainability-to-the-runway-but-can-they-scale-up-and-stay-green/
https://zoede.com/3-eco-fashion-brands-african-women/
https://zoede.com/3-eco-fashion-brands-african-women/
https://ecowarriorprincess.net/2018/02/made-in-africa-stylish-african-ethical-fashion-brands-making-waves-industry/
https://ecowarriorprincess.net/2018/02/made-in-africa-stylish-african-ethical-fashion-brands-making-waves-industry/
https://www.mochni.com/14-africa-inspired-designers-who-shake-up-sustainable-fashion-world/
https://www.mochni.com/14-africa-inspired-designers-who-shake-up-sustainable-fashion-world/
https://www.bsr.org/reports/BSR-Report-Womens-Empowerment-Supply-Chains.pdf
https://www.bsr.org/reports/BSR-Report-Womens-Empowerment-Supply-Chains.pdf
https://www.land-links.org/issue-brief/fact-sheet-land-tenure-womens-empowerment/
https://www.land-links.org/issue-brief/fact-sheet-land-tenure-womens-empowerment/
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Lack of access to funding 

                                                             

31 Agriculture, Diversification, and Gender in Rural Africa 

http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/oso/97801987

99283.001.0001/oso-9780198799283  
32 Rural Women’s Access to Financial Services, Credit, Savings 

and Insurance 

https://www.empowerwomen.org/en/resources/documents/2014

Limited knowledge 

/5/rural-womens-access-to-financial-services-credit-savings-

and-insurance?lang=en   
33 Financing Women Farmers 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/financing-women-farmers  
34 Literacy Rates Continue to Rise from One Generation to the 

Next https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000258942  

http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/oso/9780198799283.001.0001/oso-9780198799283
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/oso/9780198799283.001.0001/oso-9780198799283
https://www.empowerwomen.org/en/resources/documents/2014/5/rural-womens-access-to-financial-services-credit-savings-and-insurance?lang=en
https://www.empowerwomen.org/en/resources/documents/2014/5/rural-womens-access-to-financial-services-credit-savings-and-insurance?lang=en
https://www.empowerwomen.org/en/resources/documents/2014/5/rural-womens-access-to-financial-services-credit-savings-and-insurance?lang=en
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/financing-women-farmers
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000258942
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Limited technological capacities 

                                                             

35 Gender and Agricultural Markets 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/

Resources/Module5.pdf 
36 Levelling the Field,  Improving Opportunities for Women 

Farmers in Africa 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/5791614680071984

88/Levelling-the-field-improving-opportunities-for-women-

farmers-in-Africa  
37 Women and Girls’ Education: The Overlooked Link for 

Achieving SDG 2 http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/generation-

Recommendations for gender 

equality in GVCs  

Increasing access to training and 

capacity building for women  

Improving the access to social 

networks for women  

2030/women-and-girls-education-the-overlooked-link-for-

achieving-sdg-2/ 
38 Country Gender Assessment for LAO PDR 

https://www.adb.org/documents/country-gender-assessment-

lao-peoples-democratic-republic  
39 Gender and Agricultural Markets 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/

Resources/Module5.pdf  

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/Resources/Module5.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/Resources/Module5.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/579161468007198488/Levelling-the-field-improving-opportunities-for-women-farmers-in-Africa
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/579161468007198488/Levelling-the-field-improving-opportunities-for-women-farmers-in-Africa
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/579161468007198488/Levelling-the-field-improving-opportunities-for-women-farmers-in-Africa
http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/generation-2030/women-and-girls-education-the-overlooked-link-for-achieving-sdg-2/
http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/generation-2030/women-and-girls-education-the-overlooked-link-for-achieving-sdg-2/
http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/generation-2030/women-and-girls-education-the-overlooked-link-for-achieving-sdg-2/
https://www.adb.org/documents/country-gender-assessment-lao-peoples-democratic-republic
https://www.adb.org/documents/country-gender-assessment-lao-peoples-democratic-republic
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/Resources/Module5.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGENAGRLIVSOUBOOK/Resources/Module5.pdf
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Increasing access to financial 

services  

Making economic policies more 

gender sensitive  

 

 

CUTS International, Geneva  

 

●

 

 

PROMOTING AGRICULTURE, CLIMATE AND TRADE LINKAGES IN THE 

EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY – PHASE 2 

The PACT EAC2 project builds capacities of East African stakeholders for 

climate-aware, trade-driven and food security-enhancing agro-processing in 

their region. Web: www.cuts-geneva.org/pacteac2 

 

 

The PACT EAC2 project is undertaken with funding support 

from the Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency (Sida). 


