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By Yvonne Quaison 

Summary 

This briefing paper examines how trade can be used as a tool to promote gender equality and women’s 

economic empowerment. In doing so, it explores the benefits and challenges of economic empowerment and 

how to expound on the effects of using trade for reversing or bridging the gap. The potential of women in trade 

is too often held back by the many constraints they face. In many parts of the world, they still lack of power 

and influence and have to cope with threats to their lives, health and well–being.
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Introduction 

1 Opening speech of Joachim Reiter (Deputy Secretary General 
of UNCTAD) at an UNCTAD expert meeting on Trade as a Tool 
for the Economic Empowerment of Women held at the Palais de 
Nation, Geneva on 23rd May 2016. 
2 Trade, Gender and Development (UNCTAD) 
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ditcmisc2013d5_en.pdf 

Women in Trade 

3 Gender Equality and Trade policy (2011). Resource paper: 
Women Watch 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/trade/gender_equality_
and_trade_policy.pdf 
 

http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ditcmisc2013d5_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/trade/gender_equality_and_trade_policy.pdf
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/trade/gender_equality_and_trade_policy.pdf
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4 She Trades http://www.intracen.org/itc/women-and-
trade/SheTrades/ 
5The women and Trade Programme 
http://www.intracen.org/itc/women-and-trade/Partners/ 

Sectoral Analysis 

Trade and Gender in Agricultural 

Sector 

6  FAO (2011). Role of Women in Agriculture 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/013/am307e/am307e00.pdf 
 

http://www.intracen.org/itc/women-and-trade/SheTrades/
http://www.intracen.org/itc/women-and-trade/SheTrades/
http://www.intracen.org/itc/women-and-trade/Partners/
http://www.fao.org/docrep/013/am307e/am307e00.pdf
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Trade and Gender in the Export–

oriented Manufacturing Sector 

7 UNCTAD (2009). Mainstreaming gender in trade policy. Note 
by the UNCTAD secretariat. TD/B/C.I/EM.2/2/Rev.1, 
http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/ciem2d2_en.pdf 
8 ILO (2010). Women in labour markets: Measuring progress and 
identifying challenges, 

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---
emp_elm/---trends/documents/publication/wcms_123835.pdf 
9 ILO (2009a). Global Employment Trends for Women, 
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_103456.pdf 

http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/ciem2d2_en.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_elm/---trends/documents/publication/wcms_123835.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_elm/---trends/documents/publication/wcms_123835.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_103456.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_103456.pdf
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Trade and Gender in the Services 

Sector 

10 Women at work, trends (2016) 
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_457086.pdf 
 
11 Services rules for growth and investment 
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/agrm6_e.ht
m and http://unctad.org/en/docs/ciem2d2_en.pdf 

12 GATS Articles IV and XIX relating to increasing the 
participation of developing and least developed countries in the 
international trade in services have sought to enhance 
multilateral commitments to market access from developed 
country partners in the services sectors, in both the modes and 
sectors of service supply of current and potential export interest 
to developing countries. In this context, Mode 1 (cross-border 
trade) and Mode 2 (consumption abroad) are of interest, and 
some developing and least developed countries have also used 
Mode 3 (commercial presence) successfully; but it is Mode 4 
(movement of natural persons) that is considered to be of 
maximum benefit. This is because, for most developing 

countries, labour at all skill levels constitutes their unique 
comparative advantage in international trade in services and it is 
only through the use of Mode 4 that many of these countries are 
able to participate in a number of labour-intensive sectors of 
international trade in services. Mode 4 also has a clear gender 
specificity in certain sectors. 
http://unctad.org/en/docs/edm20042_en.pdf / 
(https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/agrm6_e.
htm) 

13 Trade in services 
http://www.intracen.org/servicexport/welcome.htm 
 
14 ibid 

15 UNCTAD (2003a). UNCTAD Handbook of Statistics 2003. 
Geneva, United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development. Sales No. E/F.03.II.D.33.  

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_457086.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_457086.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/agrm6_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/agrm6_e.htm
http://unctad.org/en/docs/ciem2d2_en.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/docs/edm20042_en.pdf%20/
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/agrm6_e.htm)
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/agrm6_e.htm)
http://www.intracen.org/servicexport/welcome.htm
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Opportunities and Challenges 

Opportunities 

Challenges 

 Social, cultural and religious norms 

 Education, training and capacity building 

 

 Lack of resources and funds 

 Lack of governmental support or assistance 

 Improper working environment or conditions 
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Conclusion and 

Recommendations 
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CUTS International, Geneva 

●

PROMOTING AGRICULTURE, CLIMATE AND TRADE LINKAGES IN THE 
EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY – PHASE 2 
The PACT EAC2 project builds capacities of East African stakeholders for 
climate-aware, trade-driven and food security-enhancing agro-processing in 
their region. Web: www.cuts-geneva.org/pacteac2

The PACT EAC2 project is undertaken with funding support 
from the Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency (Sida). 


