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Summary  

This briefing paper summarises findings from a study by CUTS International on “Trade Policies in Eastern and 

Southern Africa: Springboard or Barrier to Women’s Economic Development?”, and explores the present status 

of gender mainstreaming in trade policies in selected Eastern and Southern African regional blocks and 

countries. It discusses the potential implications of gender mainstreaming for trade in these regions, and 

provides suggestions on how national and regional entities can ensure trade works better gender equality. 
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Introduction 

1 BHATTACHARYA, DEBORNES & VIDYADHARAN (2018). 

Trade Policies in Eastern and Southern Africa: Springboard or 

Barrier to Women’s Economic Development?. Geneva: CUTS 

Gender sensitive trade policies: 

the WTO scene 

International, Geneva. 
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THE CASE OF FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS 

Gender in regional trade 

policies in Eastern and 

Southern Africa: the state of 

play 

Common Market for Eastern and 

Southern Africa (COMESA) 
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East African Community (EAC) 

Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) 
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Gender in National Economic 

Policy framework in Eastern 

and Southern Africa: the state 

of play 

Malawi 

Zimbabwe 
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Rwanda 

Kenya 

Promoting gender in national 

and regional trade policy 

framework: Way forward 
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 Gender Assessments 

 Gender in Trade Agreements 

 Inclusion in Investment Policies 

 Regional Integration 

 Women Participation in Policy-Making 

 Policy Coherence 

 Policy Ownership 

 Role of Cross Border Traders’ Associations 

(CBTAs) 
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 Capacity Building 

 Monitoring & Evaluation 

CUTS International, Geneva 
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