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Summary  

This briefing paper summarises findings from a study by CUTS International on “Investment Facilitation at the 

World Trade Organization: Progress and the Road Ahead”, and examines the issue of investment facilitation at 

the multilateral level in the context of its definition; major developments in WTO discussions so far; and clauses 

on investment facilitation in select regional trade agreements (RTAs). It aims at analysing the WTO Investment 

Facilitation initiative, with a view of highlighting the main issues therein. 
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Introduction Definition and scope of 

investment facilitation 

FDI Flows (2015-17) and Projections 

(2018) by Group of Economies and Regions 

in US$ billions 

Group of 

Economies 
2015 2016 2017 2018 

World 
1921 
(44) 

1868 
(-3) 

1430 
(-23) 

1450 to 1570 
(1 to 10) 

Developed 
economies 

1141 
(91) 

1133 
(-1) 

712 
(-37) 

740 to 800 
(5 to 10) 

Europe 
595 
(117) 

565 
(-5) 

334 
(-41) 

~380 
(~15) 

North America 
511 
(96) 

494 
(-3) 

300 
(-39) 

~320 
(~5) 

Developing 
economies 

744 
(9) 

670 
(-10) 

671 
(0) 

640 to 690 
(-5 to 5) 

Africa 
57 
(8) 

53 
(-6) 

42 
(-21) 

~50 
(~20) 

Asia 
516 
(12) 

475 
(-8) 

476 
(0) 

~470 
(~0) 

Latin America and 
the Caribbean 

169 
(-1) 

140 
(-17) 

151 
(8) 

~140 
(~-5) 

Transition 
economies 

36 
(-36) 

64 
(78) 

47 
(-27) 

50 to 60 
(~-20) 

Source: World Investment Report 2018, UNCTAD, p. 15. 

Figures in parentheses indicates annual growth rate (per 

cent) which are rounded up.

1 http://www.cuts-geneva.org/pdf/KP2018-Study-

Investment_Facilitation_at_the_WTO.pdf  

http://www.cuts-geneva.org/pdf/KP2018-Study-Investment_Facilitation_at_the_WTO.pdf
http://www.cuts-geneva.org/pdf/KP2018-Study-Investment_Facilitation_at_the_WTO.pdf
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2 https://www.oecd.org/investment/Towards-an-international-

framework-for-investment-facilitation.pdf 
3 https://www.oecd.org/investment/Towards-an-international-

framework-for-investment-facilitation.pd  

4 https://www.oecd.org/investment/Towards-an-international-

framework-for-investment-facilitation.pdf  
5 

http://investmentpolicyhub.unctad.org/Upload/Action%20Menu

%2023-05-2017_7pm_print.pdf  

https://www.oecd.org/investment/Towards-an-international-framework-for-investment-facilitation.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/investment/Towards-an-international-framework-for-investment-facilitation.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/investment/Towards-an-international-framework-for-investment-facilitation.pd
https://www.oecd.org/investment/Towards-an-international-framework-for-investment-facilitation.pd
https://www.oecd.org/investment/Towards-an-international-framework-for-investment-facilitation.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/investment/Towards-an-international-framework-for-investment-facilitation.pdf
http://investmentpolicyhub.unctad.org/Upload/Action%20Menu%2023-05-2017_7pm_print.pdf
http://investmentpolicyhub.unctad.org/Upload/Action%20Menu%2023-05-2017_7pm_print.pdf
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6 APEC investment facilitation action plan, available at: 

http://www.apec.org/Press/Features/2009/~/media/5B7A 

A1499678495193D806C776DEDBCE.ashx  

Major elements of investment 

facilitation emerging at the 

WTO 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.apec.org/Press/Features/2009/~/media/5B7A%20A1499678495193D806C776DEDBCE.ashx
http://www.apec.org/Press/Features/2009/~/media/5B7A%20A1499678495193D806C776DEDBCE.ashx
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Improving the transparency and 

predictability of investment 

measures 

 

 

 

 

 

Streamlining and speeding up 

administrative procedures and 

requirements (APRs) 

Enhance international cooperation, 

information sharing, the exchange 

of best practices, and relations with 

relevant stakeholders, including 

dispute prevention 
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Facilitating greater developing and 

least-developed Member 

participation in global investment 

flows 

Nature of the Structured 

Discussions 
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Recommendations and 

Conclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 
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