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Summary  

In recognition of the role performed by MSMEs in many economies, a group of WTO Member countries through 

a Joint Ministerial Statement at the 11th Ministerial Conference of Buenos Aires, established an Informal Work 

Programme (IWG)  for MSMEs. The informal working group seeks to achieve horizontal and non-discriminatory 

solutions so as to yield benefits for the participation of MSMEs in international trade, considering specific 

needs of developing countries and LDCs. This briefing paper summarises findings from a recent CUTS study 

which highlights the challenges and opportunities for promoting integration of MSMEs in international trade. 
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Introduction 

1 WT/MIN(17)/58 

The MSMEs Initiative in the 

WTO 

2 Full study is available at https://goo.gl/QWiqHY 
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 

 

 

3 Informal working Group on MSMEs: End of year wrap-up 

session: Summary of discussions, 6 December 2018, WTO 

Reference doc: JOB/GC/209 
4 ITC news item on ITC-WTO workshop on ‘Enabling MSMEs to 

participate in international trade’, organized along with missions 

Challenges and Opportunities 

for MSMEs in International 

Trade 

 

 

of Philippines, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam, 

Singapore and Thailand (21 June 2016), see: 

http://www.intracen.org/news/Enabling-MSMEs-to-participate-

in-international-trade/  

http://www.intracen.org/news/Enabling-MSMEs-to-participate-in-international-trade/
http://www.intracen.org/news/Enabling-MSMEs-to-participate-in-international-trade/
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 

 

 

 

 

5 WTO World Trade Report, ‘Levellling the trading field for 

MSME’s, WTO, 2016, p. 54 

 

6 WTO World Trade Report ‘Levelling the trading field for 

MSME’s, WTO, 2016, p. 6 
7 ITC MSME Competiteveness Outlook 2015, p. XVII 
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Challenges 

8 ITC MSME Competitiveness Outlook 2015, p. 4 

Opportunities 
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Conclusion 

9 See the study on “Enhancing the participation of MSMEs in 

international Trade”  
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