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Summary  

This briefing paper summarises a study by CUTS International Geneva on “Competition Concerns in Cross-

border E-commerce: Implications for Developing Countries” authored by Philippe Brusick, and presents typical 

competition related concerns faced by smaller developing countries and LDCs in their integration in global e-

commerce. It highlights the challenges that these competition-related concerns lead to for developing country 

firms, and finally proposes some realistically implementable policy and regulatory responses at national, 

regional and international levels to assist smaller developing countries and LDCs deal with competition related 

concerns so as to maximise the benefits of digital economy for them and their trading partners.  
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Introduction 

Platform-based  Business Models: 

Types and Overview of Value Chain 

1 COFECE : COFECE (Mexico) : Rethinking competition in the 
digital economy https://www.cofece.mx/wp- 

Developing Countries and the 

Digital Economy: Pro-competitive 

Benefits 

Digital Economy and Developing 

Countrirs: Key Challenges  

Internet Connecitivity 

content/uploads/2018/03/EC-
EconomiaDigital_web_ENG_letter.pdf#pdf 

https://www.cofece.mx/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/EC-EconomiaDigital_web_ENG_letter.pdf#pdf
https://www.cofece.mx/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/EC-EconomiaDigital_web_ENG_letter.pdf#pdf
https://www.cofece.mx/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/EC-EconomiaDigital_web_ENG_letter.pdf#pdf
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Cybersecurity 

Customs and taxes 

Disruption in the traditional brick-and-mortar 

commerce 

Barriers to market entry 

Competition 

2 BRUSICK, P. (2018). Competition Concerns in Cross-border 
E-Commerce: Implications for Developing Countries. Geneva: 
CUTS International, Geneva. 

Anti-Competitive Practices: 

Abuse of Dominance 

Definition of Relevant Market 
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Determination of Dominance 

Examples of Dominance-related 

Anti-Competitive Practices 

Predatory pricing 

Refusal to deal 
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Tying and Bundling 

Excessive pricing and margin squeeze 

Other Anti-Competitive 

Practices 

Horizontal Restraints 

Hard-core cartels 
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Hub-and-spoke collusion 

Tacit collusion 

Vertical Restraints 

Exclusive and selective distribution 

Resale price maintenance (RPM) 
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Dual online/offline pricing policies 

Price discrimination 

Recommendations 
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