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Summary  

This briefing paper summarises findings from a study by CUTS International on “WTO & UNFCCC: Highlighting 

issues of common concern & Learning from each other”, and seek to help UNFCCC and WTO delegates better 

understand each other’s roles and working model. It shades light on some common topics of interests for both 

WTO and UNFCCC delegates, and how they can learn from each other to potentially enhance synergies and 

support each other mandate in a sustainable way. 
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Introduction 

1 Kuh, K.F,Encyclopaedia of the Anthropocene, Science Direct, 

2018. Retrieved from. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-

sciences/united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-

change  

2 WTO In Brief, WTO, 2019. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/inbrief_e/inbr_e.

htm  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/inbrief_e/inbr_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/inbrief_e/inbr_e.htm
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Trade & Environment: How both 

organizations are dealing with 

those issues? 

Trade: How is it considered at the 

UNFCCC? 

3 UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON 

CLIMATE CHANGE, United Nations, 1992. Retrieved from. 

https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf  

Potential synergies or 

inconsistencies with WTO 

discussions/negotiations? 

4 COP24: Key outcomes agreed at the UN climate talks in 

Katowice, Carbon Brief, 2018. Retrieved from.  

https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop24-key-outcomes-agreed-at-

the-un-climate-talks-in-katowice  

https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop24-key-outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-katowice
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop24-key-outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-katowice
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 Market mechanisms & Emissions trading 

5 The trade system and climate action: ways forward under the 

Paris Agreement, Climate Strategies, 2016 Working Paper, 

2016. Retrieved from. https://climatestrategies.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/10/Trade-and-climate-ways-forward-1.pdf 
6 Brandi, Clara, Trade Elements in Countries’ Climate 

Contributions under the Paris Agreement, ICTSD, 2017. 

 Implementation of NDCs 

 Technology transfer mechanisms  

https://www.ictsd.org/sites/default/files/research/trade_elements

_in_countries_climate_contributions.pdf 
7Hufbauer, Clyde Gary and Kim,Jisun, The World Trade 
Organization and Climate Change: Challenges and Options, 
PIIE, 2009. Retrieved from. 
https://piie.com/sites/default/files/publications/wp/wp09-9.pdf    

https://climatestrategies.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Trade-and-climate-ways-forward-1.pdf
https://climatestrategies.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Trade-and-climate-ways-forward-1.pdf
https://www.ictsd.org/sites/default/files/research/trade_elements_in_countries_climate_contributions.pdf
https://www.ictsd.org/sites/default/files/research/trade_elements_in_countries_climate_contributions.pdf
https://piie.com/sites/default/files/publications/wp/wp09-9.pdf
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Environment & Climate Change: 

How is it considered at the WTO? 

8 The members that signed the statement include Chile, Costa 

Rica, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Mexico, Moldova, New Zealand, 

Norway, Samoa, Switzerland, Chinese Taipei and Uruguay. 

9 Sanchez, Lourdes,Tackling Fossil Fuel Subsidies at the WTO 

MC11 in Buenos Aires, FFFsR, 2017. Retrieved from.  

 http://fffsr.org/2017/12/tackling-fossil-fuel-subsidies-at-the-wto-

mc11-in-buenos-aires/  

http://fffsr.org/2017/12/tackling-fossil-fuel-subsidies-at-the-wto-mc11-in-buenos-aires/
http://fffsr.org/2017/12/tackling-fossil-fuel-subsidies-at-the-wto-mc11-in-buenos-aires/
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Potential synergies or 

inconsistencies with WTO 

discussions/negotiations? 

 A need for paradigm shift 

10 Environmental Goods Agreement (EGA), WTO, 2019. 

Retrieved from.  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/ega_e.htm  
11 Halvorssen, M. Anita, UNFCCC, THE KYOTO PROTOCOL, 

AND THE WTO – BREWING CONFLICTS OR ARE THEY 

 Consideration of climate change in WTO’s 

regular work 

 

MUTUALLY SUPPORTIVE? 2008. Retrieved from. 

https://www.law.du.edu/documents/djilp/36No3-4/UNFCCC-

Kyoto-Protocol-WTO-Brewing-Conflicts-They-Mutually-

Supportive-Anita-M-Halvorssen.pdf  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/ega_e.htm
https://www.law.du.edu/documents/djilp/36No3-4/UNFCCC-Kyoto-Protocol-WTO-Brewing-Conflicts-They-Mutually-Supportive-Anita-M-Halvorssen.pdf
https://www.law.du.edu/documents/djilp/36No3-4/UNFCCC-Kyoto-Protocol-WTO-Brewing-Conflicts-They-Mutually-Supportive-Anita-M-Halvorssen.pdf
https://www.law.du.edu/documents/djilp/36No3-4/UNFCCC-Kyoto-Protocol-WTO-Brewing-Conflicts-They-Mutually-Supportive-Anita-M-Halvorssen.pdf
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 

 

 

 

12 The multilateral trading system and climate change. 
Retrieved from.  
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/climate_change_e
.pdf    
13 Trade and Climate Change, WTO-UNEP Report, 2009. 

Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/trade_climate_cha

nge_e.pdf 
14 Zinecker, Anna and Merrill, Laura, Part of the policy solution: 

Lessons learnt & Way forward  

Differentiation between member 

countries 

 The UNFCCC case 

fossil fuel subsidy reform and taxation at the UNFCCC, Global 
Subsidies Initiative, 2017, Retrieved from.  
https://www.iisd.org/gsi/subsidy-watch-blog/part-policy-solution-
fossil-fuel-subsidy-reform-and-taxation-unfccc  
15 Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective 

Capabilities (CBDR-RC), Climate Nexus. Retrieved from. 

https://climatenexus.org/climate-change-news/common-but-

differentiated-responsibilities-and-respective-capabilities-cbdr-

rc/  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/climate_change_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/climate_change_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/trade_climate_change_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/trade_climate_change_e.pdf
https://www.iisd.org/gsi/subsidy-watch-blog/part-policy-solution-fossil-fuel-subsidy-reform-and-taxation-unfccc
https://www.iisd.org/gsi/subsidy-watch-blog/part-policy-solution-fossil-fuel-subsidy-reform-and-taxation-unfccc
https://climatenexus.org/climate-change-news/common-but-differentiated-responsibilities-and-respective-capabilities-cbdr-rc/
https://climatenexus.org/climate-change-news/common-but-differentiated-responsibilities-and-respective-capabilities-cbdr-rc/
https://climatenexus.org/climate-change-news/common-but-differentiated-responsibilities-and-respective-capabilities-cbdr-rc/
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16 Ibid.  
17 Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective 

Capabilities (CBDR-RC), Climate Nexus. Retrieved from. 

https://climatenexus.org/climate-change-news/common-but-

differentiated-responsibilities-and-respective-capabilities-cbdr-

rc/ 

 The WTO case  

18 Jospehson, Per, COMMON BUT DIFFERENTIATED 

RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE CLIMATE CHANGE REGIME, P 

32, 2017. Retrieved from. http://www.diva-

portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1134510/FULLTEXT01.pdf  

https://climatenexus.org/climate-change-news/common-but-differentiated-responsibilities-and-respective-capabilities-cbdr-rc/
https://climatenexus.org/climate-change-news/common-but-differentiated-responsibilities-and-respective-capabilities-cbdr-rc/
https://climatenexus.org/climate-change-news/common-but-differentiated-responsibilities-and-respective-capabilities-cbdr-rc/
http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1134510/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1134510/FULLTEXT01.pdf
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19 Bridges Negotiations Briefing, ICTSD, P 22, 2017. Retrieved 

from. 

https://www.ictsd.org/sites/default/files/2017_bridges_negotiatio

n_briefing_-_final5.pdf  
20 Cutler, Wendy and Doyle, Kevin, China’s developing country 

status, East Asia Forum, 2019. Retrieved from. 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2019/01/21/chinas-developing-

country-status-in-the-wto-time-for-an-upgrade/  
21Nasiritousi, Naghmeh and Linnér, Björn-Ola, Open or closed 

meetings? Explaining nonstate actor involvement in the 

Stakeholders’ involvement 

 The UNFCCC case 

international climate change negotiations, Springer Link, 2016. 

Retrieved from. 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10784-014-9237-

6#CR8  
22 Bisiaux, Alice, UNFCCC Launches Database of Private 

Sector-Led Adaptation Activities, IISD, 2012. Retrieved from. 

http://sdg.iisd.org/news/unfccc-launches-database-of-private-

sector-led-adaptation-activities/  

https://www.ictsd.org/sites/default/files/2017_bridges_negotiation_briefing_-_final5.pdf
https://www.ictsd.org/sites/default/files/2017_bridges_negotiation_briefing_-_final5.pdf
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2019/01/21/chinas-developing-country-status-in-the-wto-time-for-an-upgrade/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2019/01/21/chinas-developing-country-status-in-the-wto-time-for-an-upgrade/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10784-014-9237-6#CR8
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10784-014-9237-6#CR8
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/unfccc-launches-database-of-private-sector-led-adaptation-activities/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/unfccc-launches-database-of-private-sector-led-adaptation-activities/
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 The WTO case 

23 Private, Public Action Together Needed to Tackle Climate 

Change. UNFCCC. 2018. Retrieved from. 

https://unfccc.int/news/private-public-action-together-needed-to-

tackle-climate-change  
24 NGOs and the WTO, WTO, 2019. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/ngo_e/ngo_e.htm  

Conclusion 

25 Private Sector keen to support countries in implementing the 

WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, UNECE, 2015. Retrieved 

from. http://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-

h/trade/2015/private-sector-keen-to-support-countries-in-

implementing-the-wto-trade-facilitation-agreement/private-

sector-keen-to-support-countries-in-implementing-the-wto-

trade-facilitation-agreement.html  

https://unfccc.int/news/private-public-action-together-needed-to-tackle-climate-change
https://unfccc.int/news/private-public-action-together-needed-to-tackle-climate-change
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http://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/trade/2015/private-sector-keen-to-support-countries-in-implementing-the-wto-trade-facilitation-agreement/private-sector-keen-to-support-countries-in-implementing-the-wto-trade-facilitation-agreement.html
http://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/trade/2015/private-sector-keen-to-support-countries-in-implementing-the-wto-trade-facilitation-agreement/private-sector-keen-to-support-countries-in-implementing-the-wto-trade-facilitation-agreement.html
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