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Summary 

This note explores how nationally-determined contributions (NDC) can help African countries advance SDGs in 

the area of sustainable energy. It shows the great need for sustainable development outcomes in Sub-Saharan 

Africa leveraged through climate action, and that technological solutions are available. Indeed, costs are 

declining and renewable energy technologies are becoming increasingly affordable. The challenge of 

leveraging the desired SDG outcomes now depends on the incentives and policy design. Policies and measures 

will need to be inclusive and managed in ways that the desired beneficiaries will be able to access and use 

these technologies to reap developmental benefits. 
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Introduction 

How can Sub-Saharan African 

countries develop while remaining 

low carbon? 
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Connecting the dots: 

relationships between NDC 

and energy related SDG 
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Graph 1: Synergies between energy related SDGs in 39 African NDCs 

Source: GDI, NDC-SDG Database 2019 
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Southern African dynamics in 

socio-economic development, 

energy access and climate 

change  
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Multidimensional Poverty in Sub-

Saharan Africa  

Graph 2: Multidimensional Poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Source: Human Development Indicators, MPI 2019
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Rich in resources, poor in 

access: Africa’s dilemma in 

supplying reliable energy 

Trading off climate and 

developmental co-benefits: 

the scope of NDCs for SDG in 

current energy and economic 

development planning 
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Table 1: Current coal plant dynamics in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

Country Preconstruction* Construction Shelved Operating 
Cancelled 

2010-2019 

Zimbabwe 3 1 4 2 3 

South Africa 5 2 5 19 9 

Tanzania 4 0 3 0 2 

Botswana 4 1 4 1 4 

Malawi 3 0 1 0 1 

Mozambique 5 0 4 0 2 

Nigeria 1 0 2 0 3 

Kenya 2 0 1 0 2 

Zambia 3 0 1 2 1 

Ghana 0 0 1 0 0 

Ivory Coast 1 0 0 0 0 

Madagascar 1 0 0 1 0 

Swaziland 1 0 2 0 2 

Niger 1 0 1 0 0 

Democratic Republic of 
Congo 

1 0 0 0 0 

Senegal 0 0 1 2 2 

TOTAL 35 4 30 27 31 

Source: own compilation based on Global Coal Plant Tracker 

* Pre-construction includes the planning and licensing phase. Shelved refers to projects with no communicated progress in two 

years. 

South Africa: Clean energy for 

Southern Africa’s coal giant? 
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Tanzania: Scaling up Renewables 

and Coal 
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“Clean” coal looming in greening 

Kenya  
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Conclusions and 

recommendations for the 

2020 submissions 
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How can the NDCs then 

realistically leverage energy-

related SDG outcomes?  
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