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Note   
Issues discussed at the MSMEs Joint 

Statement: Meetings 2018-2019 
 

By Katya Garcia-Israel 

 

 

Summary 

Since co-signing a joint statement in at the 11th WTO ministerial conference on establishing an Informal Work 

Programme for MSMEs, a group of 89 WTO members have started considering challenges faced by MSMEs 

through meetings since last year. The members will ultimately work towards establishing a formal work 

programme for MSMEs at the next Ministerial Conference. This note provides an overview of the group and the 

work undertaken so far, including on issues such as access to information and markets. 
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Introduction 

 

Group Composition and 

Structure 

 

1 Joint Ministerial Statement on MSMEs 
2 2018 Annual Report, Document JOB/GC/207 
3The first two meetings discussed logistical information and 

plans for the year and the last meeting discussed 

developments for 2019. As the documents did not describe 

discussions of specific issues, the first meetings and last 

meetings are not included in the table.  
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Table 1: Developing Countries and LDCs in the Informal Group for MSMEs 

(by region)4 

Africa Asia Caribbean 
Mexico and 
Central America 

South America 

Kenya Afghanistan* Dominica Belize Argentina 

Nigeria Bahrain 
Dominican 
Republic 

Costa Rica Brazil 

 Brunei Darussalam Grenada El Salvador Chile 

 China Guyana Guatemala Colombia 

 Hong Kong, China 
Saint Kitts and 
Nevis 

Honduras Ecuador 

 Israel Saint Lucia Mexico Paraguay 

 Lao PDR* 
Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines 

Nicaragua Peru 

 Malaysia  Panama Uruguay 

 Myanmar*    

 Pakistan    

 Philippines    

 Qatar    

 Singapore    

 Turkey    

 Viet Nam    

Table 2: Least Developed 

Countries in the Informal Group 

for MSMEs 

LDCs in Joint Statement for MSMEs 

Afghanistan 

Lao People's Democratic Republic 

Myanmar 

4 Using the United Nations classifications of developed countries and countries in transition 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_country_classification.pdf 
5 Proxy for “emerging economies” is the developing countries in the G20 (http://g20.org.tr/about-g20/g20-members/) 

Table 3: Emerging Economies in 

the Informal Group on MSMEs5 

Emerging Economies in MSMEs informal group 

Argentina 

Brazil 

China 

Mexico 

Turkey 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_country_classification.pdf
http://g20.org.tr/about-g20/g20-members/
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Table 4: Developed Countries and 

Economies in Transition not present 

in Informal Group on MSMEs6 

Developed countries and economies in transition 
not present in the MSMEs informal group 

Georgia 

Tajikistan 

Ukraine 

United States 

Patterns in Membership 

6 Using the United Nations classifications of developed 

countries and countries in transition 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp

_current/2014wesp_country_classification.pdf  

Timeline and Themes of 

Meetings 

2019 Meetings 

 

2018 Meetings8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other events 

 

7Ibid  
8 2018 Annual Report, Document JOB/GC/207 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_country_classification.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_country_classification.pdf
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Issues discussed at 

2018 meetings 

Access to Information 

 General Access to Information 

discussions 

9 Document JOB/GC 205 
10 Document JOB/GC/207 
11 An ITC-UNCTAD-WTO collaborative project  
12 Document JOB/GC/183.Rev1  

 Collaborating with national contacts 

 Language of Information 

 Logistics of Information Dissemination 

13 JOB/GC/183.Rev1 
14 JOB/GC/183.Rev1 
15 Document JOB/GC/191 
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 Improvements in Notification Processes at 

the WTO 

Access to Trade Finance 

 Access to Trade Finance Strategies and 

Discussions 

Access to Markets/Trade 

Facilitation 

 Market Access Policies and Discussion 

16 Comisión Nacional de la Micro y Pequeña Empresa de 

El Salvador (CONAMYPE) 
17 Document JOB/GC/205 

 Research and presentations regarding 

access to markets 

Additional Activities 

 

 

18 Document JOB/GC/207 
19 The public WTO forum on MSMEs 
20 Document JOB/GC/205 
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 

Issues mentioned in 

Trade Policy Review 

Reports (between 

2006-2018)22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 Document JOB/GC/207 
22 Document JOB/GC/213 

 

 

23 As listed in Document JOB/GC/213  
24 Document JOB/GC/212.Rev2 
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