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Summary 

The regular work of the WTO is an important aspect of the multilateral trading system (MTS). Smaller developing 

and least-developed countries can derive benefits from the MTS by improving their participation in the regular 

work of the WTO. This Note focuses on the mandate and work of the WTO Council for Trade in Services (CTS) 

with a view to providing summarised information and analysis that can help smaller developing and least-

developed countries better understand the functioning of this key Committee and take part in its deleiberations 

to promote their interests.   
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KEEPING PACE WITH TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 
The “Keeping Pace with Trade Developments” project aims to enable 
LDC and Smaller Developing Country WTO delegates to better take 

advantage of international trade for their development.  
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Mandate of the WTO 

Committee on Trade in 

Services 

Mandate of the Committee on 

Trade in Services 

1 WTO. The Services Council, its Committees and other 

subsidiary bodies. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/s_coun_e.htm  
2 Ibid.  
3 Ibid.  
4 WTO Council for Trade in Services. DRAFT RULES OF 

PROCEDURE FOR MEETINGS OF 

THE COUNCIL FOR TRADE IN SERVICES. ( S/C/W/2 ). 

P 1. Retrieved from. 

Conducting the Mandate 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.

aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+s%2fc%2f*+not+(m+or+n

+or+w)+)+&+(+%40Title=+report+not+interim+report+not+r

eport+by+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScripte

dSearch&languageUIChanged=true  
5 GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TRADE IN SERVICES. 

Annex 1B. P 287. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/26-gats.pdf  
6 Ibid. P 290.  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/s_coun_e.htm
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+s%2fc%2f*+not+(m+or+n+or+w)+)+&+(+%40Title=+report+not+interim+report+not+report+by+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+s%2fc%2f*+not+(m+or+n+or+w)+)+&+(+%40Title=+report+not+interim+report+not+report+by+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+s%2fc%2f*+not+(m+or+n+or+w)+)+&+(+%40Title=+report+not+interim+report+not+report+by+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+s%2fc%2f*+not+(m+or+n+or+w)+)+&+(+%40Title=+report+not+interim+report+not+report+by+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+s%2fc%2f*+not+(m+or+n+or+w)+)+&+(+%40Title=+report+not+interim+report+not+report+by+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/26-gats.pdf
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Notifications Pursuant 

to Articles III:3 and V:7 

of the GATS 

7 General Agreement on Trade in Services. WTO. 

Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/26-

gats_01_e.htm#ArticleIII  

Deliberations of the meetings 

held in 2017 and 2018 regarding 

Notifications 

 Meeting on 30th January 201711 

8 Ibid.  
9 Ibid.  
10 Ibid.  
11 S/C/M/129 (17-0597) 

https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/26-gats_01_e.htm#ArticleIII
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/26-gats_01_e.htm#ArticleIII
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 Meeting on 6th June 201712 

12 S/C/M/130    (17-2988) 

 Meeting on 28th August 201713 

13 S/C/M/132   (17-4552) 
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 Meeting on 6th November 201714 

14 S/C/M/133   (17-6033) 

 Meeting on 5th April 201815 

15 S/C/M/134    (18-2071) 
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 Meeting on 11th July 201816 

16 S/C/M/135   (18-4350) 

 Meeting on 26th November 201817 

17 S/C/M/136  (18-7439) 
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Operationalisation of 

the LDC Services Waiver 

18 Members move to enact Bali decision on LDC services 

waiver. WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/serv_05feb

15_e.htm  

 
19 Ibid. 
20 Ibid.  

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/serv_05feb15_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/serv_05feb15_e.htm
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Table 1: Summary of responses related the Services Waiver 

Meetings Discussions 
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Work Programme on 

Electronic Commerce 

 Meeting on 30th January 201724 

21 Electronic Commerce. WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_e.htm  
22 Ibid.  

23 Ibid.  
24 S/C/M/129 (17-0597) 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_e.htm
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 Meeting on 6th June 201725 

25 S/C/M/130 (17-2988) 

 Meeting on 28th August 201726 

26 S/C/M/132   (17-4552) 
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 Meeting on 6th November 201727 

 Meeting on 5th April 201828 

27 S/C/M/133   (17-6033) 28 S/C/M/134 (18-2071) 



12 

 Meeting on 11th July 201829 

29 S/C/M/135   (18-4350) 

 Meeting on 26th November 201830 

30 S/C/M/136  (18-7439) 
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Assessment of Barriers 

to Entry 

 Meeting on 30th January 201734 

31 Technical Barriers to Trade. WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tbt_e/tbt_e.htm  
32 Ibid.  
33 Ibid.  

 Meeting on 6th June 201735 

 Meeting on 28th August 201736 

 Meeting on 6th November 201737 

34 S/C/M/129     (17-0597) 
35 S/C/M/130 (17-2988) 
36 S/C/M/132   (17-4552) 
37 S/C/M/133   (17-6033) 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tbt_e/tbt_e.htm
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  Meeting on 5th April 201838 

 Meeting on 11th July 201839 

38 S/C/M/134 (18-2071) 
39 S/C/M/135 (18-4350) 
40 WTO members debate new proposals to ease global 

flow of services. WTO. Retrieved from. 

Trade Facilitation 

Agreement for Services 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news16_e/serv_05oct

16_e.htm  

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news16_e/serv_05oct16_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news16_e/serv_05oct16_e.htm


15 

 Meeting on 6th June 201741 

 Meeting on 28th August 201742 

41 S/C/M/130 (17-2988) 

Way Forward in 2019: 

Important Issues for 

Developing Countries  

Notifications Pursuant to Articles 

III:3 and V:7 of the GATS 

Operationalization of the LDC 

Services Waiver 

42 S/C/M/132   (17-4552) 
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Work Programme on Electronic 

Commerce 

Assessment of Barriers to Entry 

Trade Facilitation Agreement for 

Services 
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