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Summary 

The regular work of the WTO is an important aspect of the multilateral trading system (MTS). Smaller developing 

and least-developed countries can derive benefits from the MTS by improving their participation in the regular 

work of the WTO.  This Note focuses on the mandate and work of the WTO Committee on Trade and 

Environment (CTE) with a view to providing summarised information and analysis that can help smaller 

developing and least-developed countries better understand the functioning of this key Committee and take 

part in its deleiberations to promote their interests.   
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KEEPING PACE WITH TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 
The “Keeping Pace with Trade Developments” project aims to enable 
LDC and Smaller Developing Country WTO delegates to better take 

advantage of international trade for their development.  
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Mandate of the WTO 

Committee on Trade 

and Environment 

Mandate of the Committee on 

Trade and Environment 

1 WTO Trade and Environment. Work in the WTO. 

Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_e.htm  
2 WTO. Items on the CTE’s Work Programme. Retrieved 

from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte00_e.htm  

 The work programme (Original 1994 

Items) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 Ibid.  
4 Ibid.  
5 Ibid.  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte00_e.htm
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 1.3. Items of focus: the regular CTE’s 

Doha assignment (the Doha mandate) 

A. Environmental requirements 

and market access: preventing 

‘green protectionism’ and “win-

win-win” situations.7 

 Preventing Green Protectionism 

6 WTO. Items of focus: the regular CTE’s Doha 

assignment. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte_doha_e.h

tm  

 
7 Ibid.  
8 WTO. Environmental requirements and market access: 

preventing ‘green protectionism’. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_req_e.h

tm  

 Win-Win-Win Situations 

9 Ibid.  
10 Ibid.  
11 Ibid.  
12 Ibid.  
13 Ibid.  
14 Ibid.  
15 WTO. Win-win-win situations. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/win_e.htm  
16 Ibid.  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte_doha_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte_doha_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_req_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_req_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/win_e.htm
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B. The relevant provisions of the 

intellectual property (TRIPS)  

Agreement 18 

C. Labelling requirements for 

environmental purposes 21 

17 Ibid.  
18 WTO. Items of focus: the regular CTE’s Doha 

assignment. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte_doha_e.h

tm 
19 WTO. Intellectual property and the environment. 

Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/trips_e.htm  

 

Other areas of work 

 Technical assistance 

 Environmental reviews 

 Sustainable development 

 CTE report to the 2003 Cancún Ministerial 

Conference 

20 Ibid.  
21 WTO. Items of focus: the regular CTE’s Doha 

assignment. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte_doha_e.h

tm 
22 WTO. Labelling. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/labelling_e.ht

m  
23 Ibid.  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte_doha_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte_doha_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/trips_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte_doha_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/cte_doha_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/labelling_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/labelling_e.htm
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Recent Deliberations: 

Selected Main Issues  

Fisheries 

 Meeting on 20th March 201724 

24 WT/CTE/M/62 (17-1512) 

 Meeting on 27th September 201725 

25 WT/CTE/M/63 (17-5109) 
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Fossil Fuel Subsidies Reform 

 Meeting on 20th March 201726 

26 WT/CTE/M/62 (17-1512) 

 Meeting on 27th September 201727 

27 WT/CTE/M/63 (17-5109) 
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 Meeting on 17th January 201828 

28 WT/CTE/M/64 (18-0466) 

 Meeting on 21st September 201829 

29 WT/CTE/M/65 (18-5916) 
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The International Organization 

for Standardization's work on 

carbon footprint 

 Meeting on 20th March 201730 

30 WT/CTE/M/62 (17-1512) 

 Meeting on 27th September 201731 

31 WT/CTE/M/63 (17-5109) 



9 

Recent Deliberations: 

Other Items on the 

Work Programme  

Meeting on 20th March 2017: 

Item 132 

 Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES) 

32 WT/CTE/M/62 (17-1512) 

 Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

 Presentations by the BRS Secretariat 

(UNEP) 

 Presentation by the United Nations 

Industrial Development Organization 

(UNIDO) 
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 Joint Proposal on "Deepening the 

understanding of the relationship 

between the climate change and trade 

regimes" 

33 WT/CTE/M/62 (17-1512) 

Meeting on 20th March 2017: 

Item 433 
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Meeting on 27th September 

201734 

 The Montreal Protocol on Substances that 

Deplete the Ozone Layer (Montreal 

Protocol) 

 Presentation by the UNFCCC 

 Presentation on the Workshop on Trade 

and Climate Change organized by Costa 

Rica, Canada, Korea, Mexico, Norway, 

Switzerland and Chinese Taipei 

34 WT/CTE/M/63 (17-5109) 

Meeting on 27th September 

2017: Item 435 

35 WT/CTE/M/63 (17-5109) 
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Meeting on  17th January 2018: 

Item 136 

 The Multilateral Environmental 

Agreements (MEAs) Matrix 

36 WT/CTE/M/64 (18-0466) 

Meeting on  17th January 2018: 

Item 437 

37 WT/CTE/M/64 (18-0466) 



13 

Meeting on 21st September 

201838 

 Presentation by UNFCCC 

38 WT/CTE/M/65 (18-5916) 

Way Forward in 2019: 

Important Issues for 

Developing Countries  

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 32(I) of the Doha 

Ministerial Declaration 

 Fisheries 



14 

 Fossil Fuel Subsidies 
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 Carbon Footprint 

Other Items on the CTE Work 

Programme  

 Wildlife Protection 

 Kigali Agreement of the Montreal Protocol 

 UNFCCC 
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 Item 4 
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Annex : Items of the CTE Work Programme 
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