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Summary 

The regular work of the WTO is an important aspect of the multilateral trading system (MTS). Smaller developing 

and least-developed countries can derive benefits from the MTS by improving their participation in the regular 

work of the WTO.  This Note focuses on the mandate and work of the WTO Committee on Trade and 

Development (CTD) with a view to providing summarised information and analysis that can help smaller 

developing and least-developed countries better understand the functioning of this key Committee and take 

part in its deleiberations to promote their interests.   
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KEEPING PACE WITH TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 
The “Keeping Pace with Trade Developments” project aims to enable 
LDC and Smaller Developing Country WTO delegates to better take 

advantage of international trade for their development.  
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Mandate of the WTO 

Committee on Trade 

and Development 

1 WTO. Committee on Trade and Development. Retrieved 

from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/d3ctte_e.htm  
2 Ibid.  
3 Ibid.  

Main Work Areas under the 

Mandate:5 

 Technical assistance programmes 

 Special and differential treatment 

provisions 

 Small economies 

4 Ibid.  
5 WTO. Committee on Trade and Development. Retrieved 

from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/d3ctte_e.htm  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/d3ctte_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/d3ctte_e.htm


3 

 Aid for Trade 

Other Areas of Work6 

 Eighth Ministerial Conference 

6 Ibid.  

 Regional trade agreements and 

preferential schemes 

 Electronic commerce 

 Duty-free quota-free implementation 

review 
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 Developing countries and the multilateral 

trading system 

Other Bodies Associated with the 

Trade and Development 

Committee7 

 Subcommittee on Least-Developed 

Countries 

 The Doha agenda committees 

7 WTO. Committees. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/dev2_

e.htm  
8 WTO Committee on Trade and Development. NOTE ON 

THE MEETING OF 5 APRIL 1995. P 1.  Retrieved from. 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.

aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)

&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&la

nguageUIChanged=true  

Conducting the Mandate 

 Item B : Rules of Procedure of the 

Committee on Trade and Development 

9 Ibid.  
10 Ibid.  
11 H.E. Nacer Bejelloun-Touimi. The Committee on Trade 

and Development of the WTO. Bridges Vol 1, No. 1, 

ICTSD. May 1997. Retrieved from. 

https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/the-

committee-on-trade-and-development-of-the-wto  

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/dev2_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/dev2_e.htm
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/the-committee-on-trade-and-development-of-the-wto
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/the-committee-on-trade-and-development-of-the-wto
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12 Ibid.  
13 Ibid.  
14 Ibid.  
15 Ibid.  
16 WTO Committee on Trade and Development. NOTE ON 

THE MEETING OF 5 APRIL 1995. P 1.  Retrieved from. 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.

aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)

&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&la

nguageUIChanged=true 

17 Ibid. P 2.  
18 Ibid.  
19 Ibid.  
20 H.E. Nacer Bejelloun-Touimi. The Committee on Trade 

and Development of the WTO. Bridges Vol 1, No. 1, 

ICTSD. May 1997. Retrieved from. 

https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/the-

committee-on-trade-and-development-of-the-wto 
21 Ibid.  

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(+%40Symbol%3d+wt%2fcomtd%2fm%2f*+)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/the-committee-on-trade-and-development-of-the-wto
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/the-committee-on-trade-and-development-of-the-wto
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Main Issues under CTD 

Deliberations in the 

Recent Past (2017-18) 

Work on The Basis of the 

Chairman’s Concluding 

Statement from the Eighth 

Ministerial Conference 

 Meeting on 9th March 201727 

22 Committee on Trade and Development. WTO. Retrieved 

from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/d3ctte_e.htm  
23 Ibid.  

24 Ibid.  
25 Ibid.  
26 Ibid.  
27 WT/COMTD/M/100- (17-1385) 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/d3ctte_e.htm


7 

 Meeting on 19th March 201828 

28 WT/COMTD/M/104- (18-1644) 

 Meeting on 2nd November 201829 

29 WT/COMTD/M/106- (18-6919) 
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Regional Trade Agreements 

under Enabling Clause 

Notifications 

30 The WTO’s Rules. WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/region_e/regrul_e.ht

m  
31 Ibid.  
32 Special and differential treatment provisions. WTO. 

Retrieved from. 

 Meeting on 9th March 201737 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/dev_special_

differential_provisions_e.htm  
33 Ibid.  
34 Ibid.  
35 Ibid.  
36 Ibid.  
37 WT/COMTD/M/100- (17-1385) 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/region_e/regrul_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/region_e/regrul_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/dev_special_differential_provisions_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/dev_special_differential_provisions_e.htm


9 

 Meeting on 15th June 201738 

38 WT/COMTD/M/101- (17-3193) 
39 WT/COMTD/M/103- (17-6111) 

 Meeting on 10th November 201739 

 Meeting on 29th June 201840 

40 WT/COMTD/M/105- (18-4112) 
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 Meeting on 2nd November 201841 

Electronic Commerce 

41 WT/COMTD/M/106- (18-6919) 
42 Electronic Commerce. WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_e.htm  
43 Ibid.  
44 Ibid.  
45 Ibid.  
46 WT/COMTD/M/100- (17-1385) 
47 JOB/GC/110/Rev.1 – JOB/CTG/2/REV.1 – 

JOB/SERV/243/Rev.1 – JOB/DEV/39/Rev.1 

 Meeting on 9th March 201746 

 Meeting on 15th June 201748 

48 WT/COMTD/M/101- (17-3193) 
49 JOB/GC/110/Rev.1 – JOB/CTG/2/REV.1 – 

JOB/SERV/243/Rev.1 – JOB/DEV/39/Rev.1 
50 JOB/GC/115 – JOB/CTG/3 – JOB/SERV/247 – 

JOB/IP/20 – JOB/DEV/41 
51 JOB/GC/116 – JOB/CTG/4 – JOB/SERV/248 – 

JOB/IP/21 – JOB/DEV/42 
52 JOB/GC/117 – JOB/CTG/5 – JOB/SERV/249 – 

JOB/IP/22 – JOB/DEV/43 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_e.htm


11 

 Meeting on 10th November 201753 

 Meeting on 19th March 201854 

 Meeting on 29th June 201856 

53 WT/COMTD/M/103- (17-6111) 
54 WT/COMTD/M/104- (18-1644) 
55 JOB/GC/142, JOB/CTG/9, JOB/SERV/271, 

JOB/DEV/49) 

 Meeting on 2nd November 201857 

56 WT/COMTD/M/105- (18-4112) 
57 WT/COMTD/M/106- (18-6919) 
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Notifications Under The 

Transparency Mechanism For 

Preferential Trade Arrangements 

 Meeting on 9th March 201761 

58 Transparency mechanism for preferential trade 

arrangements set for approval. WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news10_e/devel_04oc

t10_e.htm  
59 Ibid.  

 Meeting on 15th June 201762 

 Meeting on 10th November 201763 

60 Ibid.  
61 WT/COMTD/M/100- (17-1385) 
62 WT/COMTD/M/101- (17-3193) 
63 WT/COMTD/M/103- (17-6111) 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news10_e/devel_04oct10_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news10_e/devel_04oct10_e.htm
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 Meeting on 19th March 201864 

 Meeting on 29th June 201865 

 Meeting on 2nd November 201867 

64 WT/COMTD/M/104- (18-1644) 
65 WT/COMTD/M/105- (18-4112) 
66 WT/COMTD/W/234 
67 WT/COMTD/M/106- (18-6919) 
68 WT/COMTD/W/237 
69 Duty-Free and Quota-Free Market Access for LDCs. 

UNCTAD. Retrieved from. 

 

Review Of Steps Taken to 

Provide Duty-Free and Quota-

Free Market Access to Least 

Developed Countries 

 Meeting on 9th March 201774 

https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DITC/GSP/GSP-Preferential-

Market-Access.aspx  
70 Ibid.  
71 Ibid.  
72 Ibid.  
73 Ibid.  
74 WT/COMTD/M/100- (17-1385) 

https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DITC/GSP/GSP-Preferential-Market-Access.aspx
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DITC/GSP/GSP-Preferential-Market-Access.aspx


14 

 Meeting on 15th June 201775 

 Meeting on 19th March 201876 

75 WT/COMTD/M/101- (17-3193) 
76 WT/COMTD/M/104- (18-1644) 

 Meeting on 2nd November 201877 

77 WT/COMTD/M/106- (18-6919) 
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Participation Of Developing 

Countries In The Multilateral 

Trading System 

 Meeting on 19th March 201878 

78 WT/COMTD/M/104- (18-1644) 
79 WT/COMTD/W/208 

Way Forward in 2019 

for Smaller Developing 

Countries  

Work In The Committee On The 

Basis Of The Chairman’s 

Concluding Statement From The 

Eighth Ministerial Conference 

80 WT/COMTD/W/192 
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Regional Trade Agreements 

under Enabling Clause 

Notifications 

Electronic Commerce 

Notifications Under The 

Transparency Mechanism For 

Preferential Trade Arrangements 

Review Of Steps Taken to 

Provide Duty-Free and Quota-

Free Market Access to Least 

Developed Countries 
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Participation Of Developing 

Countries In The Multilateral 

Trading System 
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