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Summary 

Rules of origin provide the basis upon which to determine where a product is made, and hence assess its 

eligibility to trade preferences such as those granted to Least Developed Countries (LDCs). However, 

determining origin of most product’s is increasingly difficult given that raw materials and input components 

are often sourced from different countries. This is why WTO members adopted in 2013 and 2015 guidelines 

which may be followed in devising simpler RoO regimes for LDCs. This note analyses the status of 

implementation of these decisions so far.   
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Introduction 

1WTO Document TN/CTD/W/30 
2 WTO Ministerial Decision of 7 December 2013 on 

Preferential Rules of Origin for LDCs www.wto.org  

The WTO Nairobi 

Decision on Preferential 

Rules of Origin for LDCs 

3 WTO Ministerial Decision December 2015 on Preferential 

Rules of Origin for LDCs available at www.wto.org  

http://www.wto.org/
http://www.wto.org/
http://www.wto.org/
http://www.wto.org/
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Ad Valorem Percentage criterion 

4 Practical Guide to the Nairobi Ministerial Decision on 

Rules of Origin for LDCs – June 2018 
5 Supra foot note 3 

 

 

 

Change in tariff classification 

criterion (CTC) 

6 WTO Ministerial Decision on Preferential Rules of Origin 

for LDCs WT/MIN(15)/47-WT/L/917 
7 ibid 
8 Ibid 
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Manufacturing or processing 

operation Criterion 

9 Ibid 
10 Ibid 

Cumulation 

 

 

 

 

11 ibid 
12 Ibid 
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Documentary requirements 

 

 

Notification and 

Transparency: 

Implementation 
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 

 

 

Status of Notifications and Import Data 

Preference Granting Member Notification CTD Notification CRO 2017 2018 

Armenia - - - - 

Australia WT/COMTD/N/18 G/RO/LDC/N/AUS/1 Yes Yes 

Canada WT/COMTD/N/15/Add.3 G/RO/LDC/N/CAN/1   

Chile WT/COMTD/N/44 G/RO/LDC/N/CHL/1 Yes Yes 

China WT/COMTD/N/39 G/RO/LDC/N/CHN/1 Yes  

EU WT/COMTD/N/4/Add.7 G/RO/LDC/N/EU/1 Yes  

Iceland - -   

India WT/COMTD/N/38 G/RO/LDC/N/IND/1 Yes Yes 

Japan WT/COMTD/N/2 G/RO/LDC/N/JPN/1 Yes Yes 

Kazakhstan - G/RO/LDC/N/KAZ/1 Yes Yes 

Korea WT/COMTD/N/12 G/RO/LDC/N/KOR/1 Yes Yes 

New Zealand WT/COMTD/N/27 G/RO/LDC/N/NZL/1 Yes Yes 

Norway WT/COMTD/N/6 G/RO/LDC/N/NOR/1 Yes Yes 

Russia  WT/COMTD/N/42 - Yes Yes 

Switzerland WT/COMTD/N/7 G/RO/LDC/N/CHF/1 Yes Yes 

Chinese Taipei WT/COMTD/N/40 G/RO/LDC/N/TPKM/1 Yes Yes 

Tajikistan - - - - 

13 Report (2018) of the Committee on Rules of Origin to the 

General Council on Preferential Rules of Origin for LDCs 
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Thailand WT/COMTD/N/46 - Yes Yes 

Turkey WT/COMTD/N/15/Add.3 - Yes Yes 

USA-GSP WT/COMTD/N/1/Add.9 G/RO/LDC/N/USA/1 Yes Yes 

USA-Haiti - - - - 

USA-AGOA WT/L/1006 G/RO/LDC/N/USA/3 Yes Yes 

Source: Adapted from WTO Status of Notification of Preferential Rules of Origin for LDCs and Preferential Import Data - Report 

G/RO/W/163/Rev.4 

LDC’s Views on 

Implementation Status 

14 LDC Group Presentation During the Committee on 

Rules of Origin Meeting 15 Oct. 2018 

15 Ibid 
16 Ibid 
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Preference Granting Countries Schemes: Application of CTC 

Country/Group of 

Countries 

Using CTC Requirement How it is Used 

EU (EBA) Yes, as stand-alone or alternative to 
percentage criterion 

• Manufactured from any heading 

• CTH 

• CTH with single or multiple exceptions 

• CTH with HS headings exceptions 

• CTC with HS chapter exceptions 

• CTC or percentage criterion 

Japan Yes, as stand-alone or as alternative or 
in addition to a percentage criterion 

• CTH main criteria with following rules: (i) CTH with 
single or multiple exceptions; (ii) CTC with single or 
multiple HS chapter; (iii) exclusions; (iv) CTC and 
percentage criterion 

Canada No  

United States No  

China Yes, as alternative rules to percentage 
criterion 

• Simple CTH 

• No exceptions 

India Yes, CTC in addition to percentage 
criterion 

• Simple CTH 

• No exceptions 

South Korea No  

 

 

 

 

17 Ibid 

Conclusion 
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