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Summary 

Women have traditionally occupied a critical social and economic role in developing and least developed 

countries’ (LDCs) societies. They are now willing to take a more prominent role in trade, and make an increasing 

part of entrepreneurship in Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). However, only few of them participate 

in the formal economy and engage in exports. Based on interviews conducted by civil society organisations in 

various developing and least developed countries in Asia and Africa, this paper analyses the gender-related 

barriers faced by women-run MSMEs in exporting their products.   
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KEEPING PACE WITH TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 
The “Keeping Pace with Trade Developments” project aims to enable 
LDC and Smaller Developing Country WTO delegates to better take 

advantage of international trade for their development.  
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Introduction 

1 Laos PDR, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Myanmar, Nepal, Viet-

Nam, Tunisia, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, 

Uganda, Nigeria, Ghana, and Benin. 

Setting the Scene of 

Women-run MSME 

Exporters  

Increased women 

entrepreneurship & Over-

representation in informal trade 
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Towards a more gender-sensitive 

policy & regulatory framework at 

national level 

2 Republic of Ghana, Ministry of Gender and Social 

Protection. National Gender Policy (2015 
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Gender-related Barriers 

and Challenges for 

Women Exporters  

Access to finance: Gender as an 

additional barrier to women-

owned MSMEs 

The burden of homecare and 

childcare: Limitations for women 

in handling successful business 
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3 International Trade Centre, ‘Unlocking markets for 

women to trade’, 2015, available at: 

Patriarchal stereotypes: When 

culture become a barrier to trade 

for women 

http://www.intracen.org/uploadedFiles/intracenorg/Content/

Publications/women_in_trade_web.pdf 
4 Ibid.  



6 

Lack of education: Impact on 

women-owned business 

development  
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Seeking Solutions  

Policy actions to support women-

owned MSMEs in exporting their 

products & services  

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation of strategies to 

support women-owned MSMEs in 

exporting their products & 

services  
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Provision of capacity building 

support to women-owned 

MSMES 

 

 

Getting inspiration from the South: Rwanda success story 
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