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Summary 

This Note focuses on the mandate and work of the WTO Committee on Agriculture (CoA) with a view to providing 

summarised information and analysis that can help smaller developing and least-developed countries better 

understand the functioning of this key Committee and take part in its deleiberations to promote their interests.  

The Note is divided into three parts. First, it provides information about the manadate of the CoA and how it 

delivers on the mandate.  It then provides a summarised account of the discussions in the CoA on some key 

issues of interest to smaller developing and least-developed countries in the last year or so.  Finally, the third 

part outlines the tentative agenda of the CoA for 2019 and the important issues where smaller developing and 

least-developed countries should participate actively.   
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KEEPING PACE WITH TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 
The “Keeping Pace with Trade Developments” project aims to enable 
LDC and Smaller Developing Country WTO delegates to better take 
advantage of international trade for their development.  
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Introduction 

Mandate of the WTO Committee 

on Agriculture  

1 WTO. The Agriculture Committee. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_work_e.ht

m  
2 WTO. Agriculture. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/agric_e.htm#i

ntroduction  
3 Ibid.  
4 Ibid.  
5 Agriculture Information Management System. 

https://agims-

qna.wto.org/public/Pages/en/ReviewProcess.aspx  

Conduct of WTO Agriculture 

Committee’s mandate and the 

main issues discussed in the 

Committee 

6 WTO. The Agriculture Committee. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_work_e.ht

m  
7 Ibid.  
8 WTO. The Agriculture Committee. The organization of 

work in the Agriculture Committee and working procedures 

are set out in document G/AG/1. P 1.  
9 Ibid.  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_work_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_work_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/agric_e.htm#introduction
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/agric_e.htm#introduction
https://agims-qna.wto.org/public/Pages/en/ReviewProcess.aspx
https://agims-qna.wto.org/public/Pages/en/ReviewProcess.aspx
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_work_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_work_e.htm
javascript:linkdoldoc('G/AG/1.pdf',%20'')
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Under Part I (Review Process) 

10 Ibid.  
11 Ibid.  

Under Part II (Other Matters) 

Challenges faced by 

NFIDC 

12 Ibid.  
13 Ibid.  
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Meeting on 8th May 2017   

(G/AG/R/84)  17-2483 

14 NFIDC in English. Glosbe. Retrieved from. 

https://glosbe.com/en/en/NFIDC  
15 Decision on Measures Concerning the Possible 

Negative Effects of the Reform Programme on Least-

Developed and Net Food-Importing Developing Countries. 

WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/35-dag_e.htm  
16 Ibid.  

https://glosbe.com/en/en/NFIDC
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/35-dag_e.htm
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Meeting on 28th July 2017   

(G/AG/R/85) 17-4161 

Meeting on 19th December 2017   

(G/AG/R/86)   17-7078 

Meeting on 23rd May, 2018   

(G/AG/R/87)    18-3078 

17 Export Competition. Retrieved from. 

https://definedterm.com/export_competition  

Export Competition and 

Export Subsidies 

https://definedterm.com/export_competition
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Meeting on 8th May 2017   

(G/AG/R/84)  17-2483 

18 Ibid.  
19 Ibid.  

Meeting on 28th July 2017   

(G/AG/R/85)   17-4161 

20 Export competition/subsidies. WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_intro04_e

xport_e.htm  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_intro04_export_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_intro04_export_e.htm
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Meeting on 19th December 2017   

(G/AG/R/86)   17-7078 
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Meeting on 23rd May, 2018   

(G/AG/R/87)    18-3078 

Meeting on 18th July 2018   

(G/AG/R/88)   18-4514 
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Meeting on 7th November 2018 

(G/AG/R/89) 18-6991 

21 Gorter and Kliauga. Reducing Tariffs versus Expanding 

Tariff Rate Quotas. P 1. Retrieved from. 

Bali TRQ Administration  

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTTRADERESEARCH/

Resources/Ch5_AgTradeBook_deGorter_Kliauga.pdf  
22 Ibid.  

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTTRADERESEARCH/Resources/Ch5_AgTradeBook_deGorter_Kliauga.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTTRADERESEARCH/Resources/Ch5_AgTradeBook_deGorter_Kliauga.pdf
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Meeting on 8th May 2017   

(G/AG/R/84)  17-2483 

Meeting on 28th July 2017   

(G/AG/R/85)   17-4161 

23 Ibid.  
24 The Bali Package. Trade Hot Topics. P 2. Retrieved 

from. https://www.oecd-

Meeting on 19th December 2017   

(G/AG/R/86)   17-7078 

ilibrary.org/docserver/5jz5m7qc2kd3-

en.pdf?expires=1545219168&id=id&accname=guest&chec

ksum=5D0E132D9CAD2D0FA08F1D9CC1F09E20  

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/5jz5m7qc2kd3-en.pdf?expires=1545219168&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=5D0E132D9CAD2D0FA08F1D9CC1F09E20
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/5jz5m7qc2kd3-en.pdf?expires=1545219168&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=5D0E132D9CAD2D0FA08F1D9CC1F09E20
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/5jz5m7qc2kd3-en.pdf?expires=1545219168&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=5D0E132D9CAD2D0FA08F1D9CC1F09E20
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/5jz5m7qc2kd3-en.pdf?expires=1545219168&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=5D0E132D9CAD2D0FA08F1D9CC1F09E20
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Meeting on 23rd May, 2018   

(G/AG/R/87)    18-3078 

Meeting on 18th July 2018   

(G/AG/R/88)   18-4514 

Meeting on 7th November 2018 

(G/AG/R/89) 18-6991 
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 Effective implementation and follow-up of 

substantive obligations arising out of the 

Bali TRQ Decision 

25 G/AG/W/179. 
26 G/AG/W/175. 

 TRQ transparency requirements 

 Underfill Mechanism 

Cotton Provisions 

27 Cotton. WTO. Retrieved from. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/cotton_e.htm  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/cotton_e.htm
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Meeting on 28th July 2017   

(G/AG/R/85)   17-4161 

Meeting on 7th November 2018 

(G/AG/R/89) 18-6991 

28 Ibid.  

Outlook for Developing 

Countries in 2019  

Expected Work Plan for 2019  
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Important Issues for 

Participation by Smaller 

Developing and Least Developed 

Countries   

 NFIDC 

 Export Competition and Export Subsidies 

 Bali TRQ Administration 
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 Cotton Provisions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CUTS International, Geneva 

●


