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Summary 

Micro, Small and Medium sized Enterprises (MSMEs) play very important role in economic development, 

sustainable livelihoods, industrialisation and employment creation. The employ a wide range of people 

including the most vulnerable such as women and youth. Based on stakeholder  interviews conducted in 

various developing and least developed countries in Asia and Africa, this paper reflects on the challenges face 

by the MSME exporters in those parts of the world.    

January | 2019 

FUNDING SUPPORT 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, SWEDEN 

KEEPING PACE WITH TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 
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Introduction 

Setting the Scene of 

MSME Exporters in 

Asia & Africa 

Starting to export and building 

trade relationships 

1 Viet-Nam, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, 

Nigeria, Ghana, and Benin. 
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Prioritising market export and 

consideration of legislation 

Awareness of WTO agreements 

and rules with relevance to 

MSMEs’ work 
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Barriers and 

2 UEPB Report 2017 

Challenges when 

Exporting  

Lack of information about foreign 

markets 
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Limited internal 

capacities of MSMEs 

Challenging compliance to 

quality and standards 
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Limited access to public and 

private finance  

Lack of mutual recognition of 

standards & Rules of Origin 
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Procedural issues limiting 

exports   
Seeking Solutions  

MSMEs raising export challenges 

for government resolution 
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Governments to ease MSMEs’ 

business environment 

Governments to promote access 

to foreign market information 
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Public and private stakeholders 

to provide export finance  

Public and private stakeholders 

to collaborate more to assist 

exporting MSMEs 
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