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Introduction 

The Food and Agriculture Organisation (2012) 

report shows that Tanzania has the greatest 

fisheries potential in Africa. It ranks amongst 

the top 10 countries in the world in terms of 

total capture of fisheries production, with 

annual fish production of ranging from 325,000 

to 380,000 tonnes per annum (URT, 2016). 

According to the National Economic Survey 

(2009), the fisheries sector is amongst the 

most important economic sub sectors of the 

Tanzanian economy, which is yet to be fully 

exploited, with the potential of creating 

employment opportunities, food security, 

incomes, foreign exchange and bringing 

revenue to the government.  

Fisheries in Tanzania can be divided into; 

Inland, marine and aquaculture. The fishery 

production in Tanzania ranges from 325,000 to 

380,000 tonnes per annum, of which 85% is 

from inland fisheries, 14% from marine 

fisheries and just 1% from aquaculture (URT, 

2016). 

 

Source: URT, 2016 
 

The Economic Survey Report (2014) reveals 

that the sector employs around 183,800 full 

time fishermen and about 4.0 million people 
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earn their livelihoods from the fisheries sector 

related activities. According to the Economic 

Survey Report (2015), the overall growth of 

the fishing industry in Tanzania has been 

fluctuating somewhat, however with the 

sector’s contribution to GDP showing a linear 

decrease over time - from 1.7 per cent in 2005 

to 1.3 per cent. 

  

Source: Economic Survey Report, 2015 
Tanzania is also a net exporter of fish, with 

Hong Kong China being the leading export 

destination of Tanzania’s fish. UNCOMTRADE 

(2017) shows that exports to this country, as 

well as to Germany, which is the second 

leading destination of Tanzania’s fish, have 

been increasing overtime. This entails an 

increasing interest in Tanzania’s fish from 

these countries, signifying good market. 

 

The Fisheries sector is guided by the National 

Fisheries Policy 2015, which sets out the 

following vision:  

“By 2025 to have a progressive fisheries 

sector contributing significantly to socio- 

economic development through sustainable 

utilization of fisheries resources while 

conserving the environment.“  

The overall objective of the Policy is to 

develop a robust, competitive and efficient 

fisheries sector that contributes to food 

security and nutrition, growth of the national 

economy, and improvement of the wellbeing of 

fisheries stakeholders - while at the same time 

conserving the environment. Other key 

documents, which guide the implementation of 

this policy, are the Fisheries Sector 

Development Programme, the National 

Aquaculture Development Strategy and 

Fisheries Management Plans for the prawn, 

octopus, tuna and small-scale artisanal pelagic 

fisheries.  

The existing legal and regulatory framework 

governing the fisheries sector is expressed in 

several legal measures enacted in the 

Fisheries Act CAP 279 of 2003, the Marine 

Parks and Reserves Act CAP 146, the Deep 

Sea Fishing Authority Act CAP 388; and the 

Tanzania Fisheries Research Institute 

(TAFIRI) Act CAP 280, and other related laws 

and regulations.  

The Tanzania 

Exclusive Economic 

Zone has two key 

fisheries laws, which 

applies for mainland 

Tanzania, and 

Zanzibar. These laws 

are the Territorial Sea 

and Exclusive 

Economic Zone Act, 

1989 (TSEEZ,1989)  

0

2

4

6

8

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e

Tanzania Fishing Industry 
Performance, 2005-2015

Share to GDP(%)

Annual Growth rate (%)



3 

 

 

and the Deep Sea Fishing Authority Act, 2007 

(DSFAA, 2007) (Gloria, 2011). Territorial Sea 

and Exclusive Economic Zone Act (1989) 

Provides for the implementation of the Law of 

the Sea Convention, and establishes the 

Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ) of Tanzania. The Deep Sea Fishing 

Authority Act (2007) provides for the 

establishment of the Deep Sea Fishing 

Authority (DSFA), which is responsible for 

regulating licensing, fishing, monitoring and 

surveillance in the Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ) (Gloria, 2011). 

Overview of how climate 

change and fishery are 

impacting each other 

Climate change affects mangrove ecosystem 

and its associated fisheries directly and 

indirectly. It affects fisheries directly through 

changes in the distribution and composition of 

fish stocks, driven by subtle changes in 

recruitment patterns (Tolan and Fisher, 2009). 

Moreover, a number of critical stages in the life 

history of coastal fishes, especially larval 

recruitment, are sensitive to subtle change in 

temperature. Thus, the key impacts of climate 

change are associated with these factors 

together with other related parameters such as 

changes in the intensity, timing and spatial 

distribution of precipitation.  

Lake Victoria region has also been undergoing 

changes mostly related to climate. These 

changes have significantly affected the Lake 

environment physically, chemically and 

biologically but it is obvious that some 

changes are more dramatic than others 

(Tungaraza, 2010). It should be noted that, 

this lake produces about £500m ($722.2m) 

worth of fish a year, but in recent years, a 

combination of over-fishing, illegal fishing, 

pollution and climate change has strained the 

lake's fish stock, causing many in the industry 

to struggle. The Food and Agriculture 

Organization estimate that the average Nile 

perch caught per person has dropped from 

50kg in the 1980s to less than 10kg today. 

This implies decrease in income, inpite the 

increase in price of fish to more than USD 2 

per kg. 

According to fish trader in Mwanza, he 

informed that they are being forced to take on 

second jobs due to the rise in cost of fishing as 

the fishermen spend many working hours in 

the water than they did few years back for the 

same catch. In Dar es Salaam, butcher man 

explained that due to high prices of Nile perch, 

restaurant-owners are now purchasing fish 

from the likes of China, which are cheaper, but 

consequently puts local fishermen out of 

business. 

Overview of how the Paris 

Agreement and the INDC 

respond to stakeholders’ 

needs in light of fishery 

sector/climate 

interlinkages 

The Paris Agreement doesn’t specifically 

address the fishery sector, although it may be 

referred to agriculture. This raises concern as 

to whether developed countries are yet to see 

the need to help developing countries such as 

Tanzania, to develop modern fishing and 

processing technologies that will ensure 

sustainable fishing practices. 

Tanzania’s INDC however, acknowledges the 

importance of having adaptation mechanisms 

in place towards Coastal, Marine 

Environment and Fisheries. The document 

stresses on the importance of Promoting 

livelihood diversification for coastal 

communities; Improving monitoring and early 

warning systems of both sea level rise impacts 

and extreme weather events for building 
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“The country still treats fishing not for economic 
advantage. We need to re-define our mindset 
towards fishing, treat it as natural resources that 
needs scientific advice for sustainable 
development.” said Dr Ngatunga. 
 

 

adaptive capacity; Enhancing conservation & 

fishery resource management; and 

Strengthening key fisheries management 

services for sound development and 

management of the fishery sector for 

resilience creation. However, much as these 

measures are stipulated, it is equally important 

for all key stakeholders, including development 

partners and the Government, to provide 

adequate resources in implementation.  

 

General 

recommendations to 

policy-makers and 

UNFCCC & WTO 

negotiators 

The management of fisheries resources in 

Tanzania has been conducted both at the 

Central Government and Local Government 

levels with more functional power found at the 

district level under the decentralized system. 

Various participating institutions and 

stakeholders have been involved in 

implementation and monitoring of the sector 

policy. However, the legal frameworks in 

Tanzania are very weak in fighting against 

negative effect of Fishing. With this being the 

case, more efforts are required towards the 

strong measures taken to combat the problem.  

 

1) There is a need to find permanent solutions 

to problems facing the fishing industry. More 

research should be done on the sector - and 

should include the involvement of policy 

makers and experts. The government on the 

other side has to fully offer its support for 

sustainable development.  

 

2) Whilst the country is well endowed with 

ideal physical conditions for freshwater and 

brackish aquaculture, its development has had 

several false starts and has not met 

expectations. However larger scale investors 

are beginning to take an interest, and a 

renewed policy initiative demonstrates the 

Government’s serious intent. There are 

substantial commercial opportunities in the 

development of hatcheries and feed 

production systems, as well in grow-out 

facilities to supply national and regional 

markets with fresh tilapia on ice. However, 

barriers such as feed subsidies and a complex 

regulatory framework need to be removed as a 

priority, along with developing a mechanism 

for financing SME investments in the sector. 

 

3) The Government should take purposive 

measures to link local private sector with 

foreign investors so as to tap into the huge 

potentials found in the fisheries sector in 

Tanzania. Rather than developed countries 

continuing to provide subsidies to their 

fisheries sector, developing countries should 

reach to them and seek to attract investments 

in their untapped fisheries sector. 
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PROMOTING AGRICULTURE, CLIMATE AND TRADE LINKAGES IN THE 

EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY – PHASE 2 

The PACT EAC2 project builds capacities of East African stakeholders for 

climate-aware, trade-driven and food security-enhancing agro-processing in 

their region. Web: www.cuts-geneva.org/pacteac2 
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from the Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency (Sida). 


