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ABOUT THE EVENT 

Services are key in any effort to make trade work for 

inclusive economic growth and poverty reduction, 

and are the backbone of advanced economies. 

However, the sector’s contribution to GDP remains 

marginal in Low and Lower-Middle Income 

Countries despite their engagement in many 

bilateral, regional and multilateral services trade 

negotiations. 

Indeed, the political implications of negotiating and 

liberalising services trade are more complex than 

goods trade, and they do not yet have the 

considerably higher technical capacity required. 

Overcoming the domestic challenges that have 

prevented the blooming of their services trade will 

require, inter alia: (i) better ability to access and 

analyse reliable data; and (ii) improving institutional 

and stakeholder interaction mechanisms to support 

decision-making. 

With support from the UK Trade Advocacy Fund, 

ILEAP, CUTS International Geneva and the 

University of Sussex’s CARIS have partnered to 

undertake a series of interventions that seek to 

contribute to the increased and more effective 

participation of LDCs, LICs, LMICs and RECs in 

multilateral, regional and bilateral services trade 

negotiations. Through studies and trainings, it aims 

to contricbute to: (i) Better collection and use of 

services statistics; (ii) Improved institutional 

mechanisms for services related decision-making; 

and (iii) Enhanced understanding on improving 

competitiveness in the services sector.  

This working session will examine identified good 

practices in these areas for Low and Middle-Income 

Countries to better take advantage of trade in 

services. This peer-learning exercise will draw from 

country scenarios as analysed by the organisers in 

recent case studies.  

 

KEY QUESTIONS 

 What are common challenges faced by LDCs, LICs and LMICs in promoting trade in services policy-making 

and negotiations?  

 In what areas and activities can these countries realistically develop and exploit new export opportunities? 

How can value chain concepts assist in determining them? 

 How have more successful countries addressed these challenges? Are there good performers to learn from 

among LDCs, LICs and LMICs? 

 How can the collection, analysis and use of service-related data be realistically improved? What data should 

informed decisions rely on?  

 How can diagnostic tools better identify and target services-specific constraints to unlock latent potential?  

 What kind of institutional mechanisms are most appropriate for effective policy-making and negotiations? 

What should be the roles of the private sector and civil society therein? 
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PROGRAMME 

Chair: James Baxter, Deputy Permanent Representative of Australia to the WTO 

 Presentations 

Good Practices on Trade in Services Data Collection and Analysis  
Anirudh Shingal, Senior Research Fellow, World Trade Institute, University of Bern & Research 
Associate, CARIS, University of Sussex 

Trade in Services: What Makes Successful Institutional Mechanisms? 
Julian Mukiibi, Senior Programme Officer, CUTS International, Geneva 

 

 Panel Discussion 

Developing Countries’ Challenges in Trade in Services Policy-Making and Negotiations 
Abid Khan, Minister, Bangladesh Mission to the UN, WTO and Other International Organisations in 
Geneva (tbc) 

Diagnosing Services Export Potential 
Mina Mashayekhi, Head, Trade Negotiations and Commercial diplomacy Branch, UNCTAD 

 

 Floor Discussion 

 
 
 
 


