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CUTS  
Established in 1983-84 as a rural development communications initiative, Consumer Unity & Trust 

Society (CUTS) is now at the cutting edge of the consumer movement in India as well as across the 

globe, and has expanded into trade and development, competition, investment and economic 

regulation, and human development. Today, CUTS, with a staff strength of over 100, operates out of: 

 three programme centres in Jaipur (CUTS Centre for International Trade, Economics & 

Environment, CUTS Centre for Consumer Action, Research and Training, and CUTS Centre 

for Competition, Investment & Economic Regulation), one in Chittorgarh (CUTS Centre for 

Human Development)  

 an advocacy centre in New Delhi, and a Centre in Calcutta (focusing on Consumer Safety 

and Grassroots Economic Development), India, and 

 four centres at Lusaka, Zambia; Nairobi, Kenya; Hanoi, Vietnam and Geneva, Switzerland. 

The organization elects its Board/Executive Committee every fourth year, while the Secretariat is 

headed by the Secretary General. Over 1200 individuals and 300 organisations are its members. The 

organization is accredited to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

and the United Nations Commission for Sustainable Development (UNCSD). 

CUTS works with several other regional, national and international organizations, such as: Consumer 

International (CI); the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD); South 

Asia Watch on Trade, Economics & Environment (SAWTEE); World Trade Organisation (WTO); the 

World Bank; International Finance Corporation (IFC); Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD); the Commonwealth Secretariat, East Africa Community Secretariat; various 

development cooperation and trade ministries all over the world, and in India, various federal and 

state ministries and departments, National Bank for Agricultural and Rural Development (NABARD), 

the Consumer Coordination Council of India etc. It also serves on several policy-making bodies of the 

Government of India. 

The vision of CUTS is consumer sovereignty in the framework of social justice and equality, within 

and across borders. In all its work, it follows the method of research based advocacy and connects 

the grassroots with the international policy making processes. 

 CUTS International, Geneva was established with initial inputs and support from CUTS, in 2008 

under the name CUTS Geneva Resource Centre and has since been renamed CUTS International to 

better reflect the spread of the activities of the Centre beyond Geneva and their international 

character. 
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FROM THE SECRETARY 

GENERAL, CUTS  
 

The deadlock in the WTO Doha round of negotiations continues to erode confidence in 

the multilateral trading system (MTS). This is evidenced by increased proliferation of 

other trading arrangements outside the MTS.  For developing countries, especially the 

smaller among them, the MTS is the most viable forum through which inclusive economic 

growth may be pursued. 

Moreover, as the potential benefits from the current round of WTO negotiations continue 

to elude the developing countries; other challenges such as climate change, food 

security, and their interface with trade are increasingly becoming more urgent.  Immediate 

actions are required to avert and in some instances redress the predicted impoverishment 

of populations in countries faced with these scenarios.  These would include research, 

awareness rising for all stakeholders, and advocacy towards appropriate holistic policy 

prescriptions at the national, regional and international levels.   

CUTS International, in pursuit of its vision towards social and economic equity within and 

across borders, has in the past year contributed to the work on the aforementioned issues 

in accordance with its core objectives as outlined in this report. 

Further as a Southern organization, CUTS through its work and global outreach has 

continued to promote South-South and North-South cooperation.  This has entailed the 

provision of technical assistance to its Southern constituencies, funded by the donor 

community from the North. 

Going forward, CUTS International will in the coming year continue to work on 

contemporary issues.  Important among these is trade facilitation where potential 

agreement in the WTO is expected from the 9th WTO Ministerial Conference scheduled 

in December 2013.  CUTS’ efforts in this regard will be geared towards facilitating and 

enabling multi-stakeholder participation and designing of developing countries trade 

facilitation policies that are necessary for reduced trade costs. 

In July, 2013 the CUTS International Geneva office marked its 5th year since its 

establishment in 2008.  It has now consolidated its work on the ground and is well 

positioned to play a positive role to support international economic dialogue, strengthen 

the multilateral trading system, and continue to provide the much need services to 

developing and least developing countries on issues and their inter-linkages related to 

international trade, competition, investment, agriculture and food security, environment 

and climate change, governance and regulatory reform, and consumer protection. 
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I thank our donors for the continued support of CUTS’ work and projects that are aimed at 

addressing global challenges in a holistic and sustainable manner.  I also extend my 

thanks to colleagues and partners in Geneva, Africa and other parts of the world in our 

effort to make this world a better place to live in.   

 

 

 

 

Pradeep S. Mehta 

Secretary General 

CUTS  

June 2013 

Jaipur, India 
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

I am proud to present to you the fifth annual report of CUTS International, Geneva, 

covering the period from April 2012 till March 2013.   

Despite our limited human and financial resources, we have been able to firmly establish 

CUTS International, Geneva as a dynamic pro-trade, pro-equity credible Southern NGO 

voice in Geneva, distinguished by its unique methodology of inclusive and integrated 

research-advocacy-networking and training (RAN-T) and grassroots linkages. Our work 

and contributions are increasingly being recognised by both our stakeholders and donors.  

I am pleased to see that we have moved closer to building CUTS International, Geneva 

as an international NGO partner and service provider to developing and least-developed 

countries on trade and development, regulatory reform including competition and 

investment, governance, and consumer issues in a holistic and cost-effective manner and 

on a sustained basis.   

Looking back at the past year, I can see many achievements, the following being the 

most noteworthy:  

 Successful implementation of the project titled “Facilitating Equitable Agricultural 

Development in sub-Saharan Africa (FEAD)” with funding support from the William and 

Flora Hewlett Foundation of the US, that further built on our work at the interface of trade, 

agriculture and food security in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda  

 Successful implementation of an ambitious on-going 3-year project titled “Promoting 

Agriculture-Climate-Trade Linkages in the EAC (PACT EAC)” with funding support from 

the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA).  This project aims to 

build multi-stakeholder capacity in the EAC region to deal with the impact of climate 

change on food security through trade. It also aims to build Geneva-grassroots linkages 

and assist EAC countries in their better, more informed and coordinated participation in 

the WTO. This path-breaking initiative addresses several gaps in the current thinking, 

policies, and interactions by providing avenues for creating and sharing knowledge on the 

linkages of issues as well as between stakeholders and policy through research, 

advocacy, networking and training activities. 

 Organisation of a number of events in Geneva and elsewhere, often in collaboration with 

like-minded IGOs and NGOs, on issues of interest to developing and least-developed 

countries, to share our research and analysis, build partnerships, and advocate for 

positive changes in policy and practice at the national, regional and international levels. 

 Establishing the need for a Southern NGO in Geneva with grassroots linkages and 

neutral and holistic approach to issues to provide needs-based and demand-driven 

services to developing and least-developed countries.  
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I congratulate our Director, Rashid S Kaukab, and his dedicated team of Josiane Rufener, 

Julian Mukiibi, Julien Grollier and Krista Joosep for their commitment and hard work for 

these achievements.  I am also thankful for our organic relationship with the CUTS family 

of organisations that remains invaluable as we continue to strive to achieve our goal and 

objectives.  

As always, I look forward to your comments and feedback on this annual report that gives 

an overview of our main activities during the past year as well as our vision for the next. 

 

 

Philippe Brusick 

Chairman 

CUTS International, 

General Assembly 

June 2013 

Geneva, Switzerland  
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DIRECTOR’S OVERVIEW 
 

CUTS International Geneva has completed almost five years of its existence and work.  The 

point between the end of the past year and the start of another is always a time for reflection.  

It is but appropriate to look back and count the successes of the past year.  It is equally 

important however to reflect on the challenges – both the continuing and the emerging.   

The period from April 2012 till March 2013 witnessed several achievements.  Most important 

has been the implementation of our flagship project PACT EAC (Promoting Agriculture-

Climate-Trade Linkages in the EAC).  The activities related to research, training, advocacy 

and networking have been undertaken holistically and outputs have been outstanding.  The 

first half of the project period is over and some impacts in terms of greater capacity as well 

as engagement of relevant stakeholders are now visible.  As expected, this project has 

demonstrated the need and the utility of capacity building programmes that focus on the 

interface of issues and aim to link various groups of stakeholders.  We remain extremely 

grateful to the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) for its 

generous contribution to the PACT EAC project.  We are also confident that this project will 

bring value to all relevant stakeholders in and of EAC by improving their understanding and 

capacity to deal with the challenges of climate change on food security through trade. 

We also completed the successful implementation of the FEAD project (Facilitating Equitable 

Agricultural Development in sub-Saharan Africa) in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.  Funded 

by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation of the US, this project allowed us to deepen our 

work on trade, agriculture and food security issues.   

Finally, a number of events were organised, often in collaboration with other like-minded 

organisations, to share knowledge and expertise and to network and advocate for positive 

policy and practice changes.  CUTS International has established itself firmly as the 

Southern NGO voice in Geneva on global trade and economic issues with grassroots 

linkages. 

I am proud to state that all of the above has been achieved with limited human and financial 

resources, thus ensuring valuable returns for the tax payers’ money on the one hand, and 

tailored and demand-driven services to the beneficiaries on the other.  

On the other hand, there remain many challenges particularly in the external environment in 

which CUTS International operates.  Doha Round stalemate threatens to erode the 

foundations of the multilateral trading system, new and more complex issues (such as 

climate change, exchange rates, mega regional agreements, etc.) and their linkages with 

trade are stretching the limited capacities of developing countries, economic crisis and donor 

fatigue combine to make it harder for Geneva-based NGOs to mobilise resources to 

undertake the much-needed policy work, and inclusive growth in the globalised world remain 

an elusive imperative.   
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CUTS International and its staff have the commitment to face these challenges and others 

that may emerge in the coming year.  We believe in the reality and relevance of our mission.  

We are also confident of the continued support of our well-wishers including donors.  

Together we will deliver value for people through our targeted, objective and holistic 

research, training, advocacy and networking on selected trade and related issues and their 

interlinkages.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rashid S. Kaukab 

Director 

CUTS International 

June 2013 

Geneva, Switzerland



 

10 

 

THE ORGANISATION > INTRODUCTION AND ESTABLISHMENT 

1  THE ORGANISATION 
 

1.1 INTRODUCTION AND ESTABLISHMENT  

1.1.1 Brief History 

CUTS International, Geneva (hereinafter referred to as CUTS Geneva) was established as CUTS Geneva 

Resource Centre in November 2007 as a non-profit NGO under the relevant Swiss and Geneva cantonal 

laws.  To better reflect its sphere of activities, it was renamed as CUTS International in May 2011.  CUTS 

Geneva is part of the CUTS family of organisations.   

Establishment of CUTS Geneva was the fulfilment of the dream of Pradeep S Mehta, Secretary General 

CUTS, to have a credible, Southern, pro trade, pro equity NGO voice in Geneva, the centre of multilateral 

trade and other important international economic and social discussion and negotiations.  Based on the 

unique advantages of CUTS, it aimed to link Geneva with grassroots, Missions and International 

Organisations with non-state actors, and trade with other relevant issues (e.g. agriculture and food 

security, climate change, competition, investment and economic regulation, consumer protection, etc.) to 

provide holistic analysis, solutions and services to all relevant stakeholders with a view to promoting 

development.   

Potential beneficiaries of the work of CUTS Geneva include all the key stakeholders in and from 

developing countries: governments and inter-governmental organizations, parliamentarians, civil society 

organizations, and the private sector.  

CUTS Geneva completed all the formal requirements under the relevant Swiss/Geneva cantonal laws, 

secured a well-located premises, contracted a small but well-qualified and dedicated staff in a short 

period of six months.  It was formally launched in July 2008 at an impressive event in the presence of the 

representatives of Geneva Mission, IGOs and NGOs.   

The period of almost five years, i.e. from July 2008 till early 2013, can be divided into two phases.  The 

first phase of about three years focussed on consolidation.  During this period CUTS Geneva 

implemented two big projects (“Fostering Equity and Accountability in the Trading System” funded by the 

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation of the US and “Building an Inclusive East African Community” with 

funding support from the GTZ of Germany); established formal and informal links with many other IGOs 

and NGOs, demonstrated the need of its credible and neutral work, and established itself as an important 

actor in Geneva. 

The second phase that is still continuing is one of strategic growth based on the unique advantages of 

CUTS to fill in the gaps while avoiding duplication.  Several new projects are undertaken (e.g. “Facilitating 

Equitable Agricultural Development in sub-Saharan Africa “ funded by the Hewlett Foundation of the US, 

preparation and publication of a Negotiators’ Handbook funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Sweden and FES of Germany, “Promoting Agriculture-Climate-Trade Linkages in the EAC” with funding 
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support from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency); research and analytical 

studies are prepared (e.g. for the ITC, the Commonwealth Secretariat, GTZ, etc.); tailored and demand-

driven services are provided to groups of developing countries (e.g. work on EIF and A4T, support to 

LDCs particularly in preparations for the LDC IV held in 2011, establishment and regular functioning of 

informal forums for SAARC, EAC, Eastern and Southern Africa, and Western African countries); and 

bridges are built among various groups of stakeholders (e.g. state and non-state actors, developing and 

developed countries, Geneva and grassroots).  

CUTS Geneva is now well-positioned to play a positive role to support international economic dialogue, 

strengthen the multilateral trading system, and provide the much-needed services to developing and 

Least-Developed countries on issues and their interlinkages related to international trade, competition 

and investment, agriculture and food security, environment and climate change, governance and 

regulatory reform, and consumer protection.   

The role and services of CUTS Geneva are based on its unique advantages: the only Southern NGO in 

Geneva with linkages with the grassroots in developing countries, holistic approach to issues, neutral and 

objective analysis, needs-based and demand-driven services, and efficient, cost-effective and 

accountable operations. 

1.1.2 Guiding Lights 

Vision: To pursue social justice and economic equity within and across borders by persuading 

governments and empowering people” 

Mission: To establish and promote a pro-trade pro-equity credible Southern NGO voice as well as the 

means to achieve this in the policy making circles working on trade and development and other related 

issues in Geneva. 

Goal and objectives: the goal of CUTS International Geneva is to contribute to the achievement of 

development and poverty alleviation through trade and investment in their economic, environmental, 

social and political dimensions. Specific objectives include:  

 Improving inclusivity in relevant policy-making processes and decisions through better 

participation of developing countries’ stakeholders including the grassroots 

 Building capacity of policy-makers, negotiators, and other important stakeholders through 

demand-driven and need-based research and analysis and training  

 Contributing to deeper and broader understanding of relevant issues through targeted and 

research-based outputs  

 Enhancing policy coherence at all levels through the analysing of and raising the profile of 

pertinent issue linkages  

 Facilitating mutual learning through information and knowledge sharing in networks  

 Stimulating common interests among developed and developing countries through advocacy, 

dialogues and networking  
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1.2 ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 

The main organs of CUTS International Geneva are the General Assembly, the Executive 

Committee, the Stakeholder Forum and the Secretariat.  

 

1.2.1 General Assembly 

The General Assembly now comprises eight members, including its President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

The General Assembly meets at least once a year. Under circumstances requiring urgent action, 

decisions by circular letter, telephone or email conference are admissible. The General Assembly takes 

its decisions by consensus. If there is no consensus then decisions shall be taken by a simple majority of 

those present. 

 

 

Mr. Philippe Brusick | Chairman 

Former Head Competition Branch, UNCTAD 

Mr. Pradeep S. Mehta | Member 

Secretary-General CUTS  

  

 

Mr. Rashid S. Kaukab | Secretary 

Director  CUTS International Geneva 

Mr. Bipul Chattopadhyay | Treasurer  

Deputy Executive Director CUTS  

 

 

Prof. Lichia Saner-Yiu | Member  

President Centre for Socio-Eco-Nomic Development 

Dr. Maria Livanos Cattaui | Member  

Vice Chairman International Crisis Group 
 

 

Mr. Khalil Hamdani | Member  

Visiting Professor Pakistan Institute for Development 

Economics of Islamabad  

Dr. Anh-Nga Tran-Nguyen | Member  

Growth and Development Bridge, Geneva  

 

 

 

 



 

13 

 

THE ORGANISATION > ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 

1.2.2 Executive Committee 

The Executive Committee of CUTS International, Geneva is composed of five persons and is headed by 

the President of the General Assembly. The Director is ex-officio member of the Executive Committee.  

The Executive Committee meets twice a year. For decisions to be valid, at least half of the Executive 

Committee members must be present. By mutual agreement, decisions by circular letter, telephone or 

email conference are admissible. Decisions of the Executive Committee are taken by consensus. If there 

is no consensus then decisions shall be taken by a simple majority of those present.   

 

 

Mr. Philippe Brusick | Chairman 

 
Former Head Competition Branch, UNCTAD 

Mr. Pradeep S. Mehta | Member 

 
Secretary-General CUTS  

 

  

 

Prof. Lichia Saner-Yiu | Member 

 
President Centre for Socio-Eco-Nomic Development 

Mr. Bipul Chattopadhyay | Member 

 
Deputy Executive Director CUTS 

  

 

 

 

Mr. Rashid S. Kaukab |  

Member Secretary (Non-Voting) 

 
Director CUTS International Geneva  

 

  

1.2.3 Secretariat 

The Secretariat is managed by the Director of CUTS International Geneva. The duties of the Director 

include the preparation of annual programme of work for approval by the Executive Committee, the 

management of CUTS International Geneva in accordance with the administrative and financial rules, the 

implementation of the decisions of the General Assembly and the Executive Committee, resource 

mobilisation, and providing strategic leadership.   

1.2.4 Stakeholder forum 

The Stakeholder Forum monitors the activities of CUTS International Geneva and offers advice to the 

Executive Committee and General Assembly. Current membership of this forum includes 20 

representatives of inter-governmental organisations, non-governmental organisations, developing and 

developed country missions in Geneva, relevant government agencies in capitals, academics, and the 

media.  
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1.2.5 The Team 

 

 

Rashid S. Kaukab 

Director  

 

 

 

 

Josiane Rufener 

Administrative Officer 

 

Julian Mukiibi 

Senior Programme Officer 

 

Julien Grollier 

Assistant Programme Officer 

 

Krista Joosep 

Assistant Programme Officer 

 

The following voluntary interns, engaged during the course of the year have also made valuable 

contributions: Emma Syrat, Hannah Leigh, Heyna Cho, Karia Sekumbo, Nicholas Nepveu, Sebnem 

Tugce Pala, Wesley Wilcox. 
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2 PROJECTS 
 

2.1 FEAD: FACILITATING EQUITABLE 

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA 

Development of agriculture in Africa requires a multi-pronged 

approach combining policy and practice, private and public partnership, 

and national and multilateral synergies. A key aspect of this approach 

relates to the creation and nurturing of an enabling environment both 

at the national and multilateral levels for framer-friendly agricultural 

development that is led by the private sector. With this objective in 

mind, the Facilitating Equitable Agricultural Development (FEAD) 

Project was launched in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. Besides the three 

core project countries, Burundi and Rwanda were included as associate 

countries that benefitted from dissemination of outcomes and 

advocacy. 

 

2.1.1 In Brief 

This project, which started in April 2011 and was finalized in June 2012, was funded through a tie-off 

grant by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation of the US. It was a follow-up to the “Fostering Equity 

and Accountability in the Trading System” (FEATS) project, which CUTS completed in March 2011 after 

three years. Based on this experience, FEAD focused on policy-oriented research and targeted 

advocacy, supported and strengthened through national and international networks.  

The project aimed to address the research and analysis gaps pertaining to the identification of causes, 

and the solutions, to the lack of a policy and practice environment in project countries that can encourage 

private sector investment in agriculture while ensuring that the subsistence and small farmers benefit from 

such investment. Similarly, it strived to deal with advocacy gaps that were mainly arising due to limited 

understanding of relevant issues and minimal interaction between private sector and farmers’ 

organizations.  

The long term objectives of this project were to develop an enabling environment for private sector-led 

and farmer-friendly agricultural development, as well as to strengthen the grassroots links of CUTS in 

Africa that would enable it to be a sustained and strong pro-trade, pro-equity credible Southern NGO 

voice in Geneva. More specifically, the FEAD project had the following objectives:  
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 Identification of the main elements of and constraints to an enabling environment for private 

sector led and farmer friendly development of agriculture in project countries, leading to 

generation and dissemination of recommendations with a buy-in from relevant stakeholders 

 Strengthening the pro trade, pro equity voice that has already been established in Geneva  

 Establishment of (and strengthening where already established through the FEATS project) 

country level as well as international networks of key stakeholders consisting of trade negotiators 

in Geneva, trade and agriculture policy officials (from trade, agriculture and other important 

ministries and bodies in capitals), representatives of regional bodies (such as the COMESA, the 

EAC, and the SADC Secretariats), private sector umbrella organizations, farmers organizations 

and CSOs 

All project activities were completed by end June 2012 and the required narrative and financial reports 

were prepared and submitted to the donor before the deadline of 31 August 2012. The donor has 

confirmed the receipt of satisfactory reports. 

Details about the project and various activities can be viewed at http://www.cuts-geneva.org/FEAD-

Project.htm  

Below sections provide a brief description of the main activities under FEAD that were undertaken from 

April till June 2012. 

2.1.2 Networking 

 

The purpose of networking under this project is to “bring together relevant stakeholders in the project 

countries, Geneva trade and development community, experts, and representatives of inter-governmental 

and non-governmental organizations to enhance contacts, share information, knowledge and expertise, 

and contribute to the development of a critical mass for effective advocacy for change towards an 

enabling environment for private sector led and farmer-friendly agricultural development, both nationally 

and at the multilateral level”.   

Networking has been a continuous activity under the project and strengthened the other two strands of 

work, namely, research and analysis, and advocacy. This has consisted in working with and linking two 

sets of actors: the National Reference Groups (NRGs) and a Global Reference Group (GRG). Building on 

the existing FEATS NRGs, the National Reference Groups (NRGs) composed of relevant stakeholders 

were constituted in each project country with the purpose of sharing of knowledge and information, 

providing useful support for the research as well as for the dissemination of the project outputs. They 

consist of representatives of relevant government agencies, private sector, farmers’ organizations, media, 

and CSOs etc.  

Until the completion of the project in June 2012, CUTS regularly communicated with all NRGs by seeking 

their advice on all issues related to FEAD research and advocacy, as well as by keeping them updated 

with international activities in Geneva and on-going FEAD work in other countries and at the global level. 

This was made possible by the institution of an e-communication system and the active participation of 

many NRGs in it. In addition, a National Dialogue was organised in each project country: 

 

http://www.cuts-geneva.org/FEAD-Project.htm
http://www.cuts-geneva.org/FEAD-Project.htm
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May & June, 2012 

National Dialogues 2012 

CUTS International Geneva organised the Second National Dialogues of the project 

“Facilitating Equitable Agricultural Development in sub-Saharan Africa” (FEAD) in Kenya (22 

May), Tanzania (23 May) and Uganda (1 June).These meetings aimed at presenting the final 

FEAD studies to project stakeholders. 

 

2.1.3 Publications 

The project activities were completed in June 2012 with the release of five final studies and two more 

policy briefs.  

Final Studies Policy Briefs 

  

Facilitating Equitable Agricultural Development 

in sub-Saharan Africa: The Case of Kenya, 

Otieno, G.   http://bit.ly/UmgDWw  

N°6 | Facilitating Equitable Agriculture 

Development in Sub- Saharan Africa: The 

Case of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda 

 http://bit.ly/O9OcaL  

N°7 | Leveraging Opportunities in 

Multilateral and Free Trade Agreements: a 

Case for the East African Community  

 http://bit.ly/SxvxYI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facilitating Equitable Agricultural Development 

in sub-Saharan Africa: The Case of Tanzania, 

Nassoro, H.  http://bit.ly/T8VRs7  

 

Facilitating Equitable Agricultural Development 

in sub-Saharan Africa: The Case of Uganda, 

Ndebesa, M.  http://bit.ly/Q0Rr2K  

 

Facilitating Equitable Agricultural Development 

in sub-Saharan Africa: An Analysis of the EU-

EAC EPA, Sozanski, A.  http://bit.ly/PesxiZ  

 

WTO Agriculture Disciplines and Negotiations: 

Implications for Equitable Agriculture 

Development in the East African Community, 

Mukiibi, J.  http://bit.ly/KmQNHE  

http://bit.ly/UmgDWw
http://bit.ly/O9OcaL
http://bit.ly/SxvxYI
http://bit.ly/T8VRs7
http://bit.ly/Q0Rr2K
http://bit.ly/PesxiZ
http://bit.ly/KmQNHE
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2.2 PACT EAC: PROMOTING AGRICULTURE-

CLIMATE-TRADE LINKAGES IN THE EAC 

CUTS International Geneva and its partners throughout the EAC region 

are implementing a project titled entitled “Promoting Agriculture-

Climate-Trade linkages in the East African Community” (PACT EAC). 

Through an inclusive set of research, advocacy, networking and training 

activities, the project assists EAC stakeholders in better understanding 

and dealing with the critical challenges of climate change, food security 

and effective participation in the multilateral trading system. This 

project, launched in October 2011, is funded by the Swedish 

International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA).  

 

2.2.1 In Brief 

With about 40 million undernourished people, food security is already one of the main challenges in the 

Eastern African Community. In the next decades, the situation is expected to further aggravate as   

climate change worsens in a region where as much as four East Africans in five rely on agriculture for 

their living. If sub-Saharan Africa is not to become the home of an additional 600 million hungry people, 

early action and adoption of sound policies harnessing the potential role of trade is a must. Over the next 

three years, the project will contribute to this process. 

The Project consists of two separate but synergetic segments for human and institutional capacity 

building of East African Community (EAC) stakeholders to take better advantage of international trade for 

their growth and development and poverty reduction, particularly in the context of climate change. The 

two segments focus on issues related to trade-climate change-food security linkages and WTO 

discussions/negotiations respectively. Through research-based advocacy and networking and by linking 

grassroots with Geneva, the project seeks to assist EAC stakeholders in better understanding and 

dealing with the critical challenges of climate change, food security and effective participation in the 

multilateral trading system. 

Below are the various activities undertaken under each component since the project commenced. 

2.2.2 Policy Research (National) 

Teams of researchers from the region, experts in all three areas, were constituted and collaboratively 

engaged in writing five evidence-based country research studies to inform advocacy and training efforts. 

Key substantive issues to be covered by the five country studies are:  

 National policy framework relevant to the climate-trade-food security linkages (e.g. policies, 

strategies, action plans, related to climate, food security, trade, and investment) and their overall 

interactions, 
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 The regional and international policy framework relevant to the climate-trade-food security 

linkages and their implications for the national policy framework, 

 The negative and positive impacts created by climate change in agriculture and overall food 

security, and how to best address them through trade,  

 Identification and clear articulation of the elements for holistic and viable solutions to combat 

climate change caused food insecurity when employing trade.   

The research places emphasis on inclusive and outcome-based methodology including regular 

collaboration with the EAC Secretariat; focus on issues identified by the beneficiaries with a balanced and 

neutral approach, recognizing the interlinkages of issues and forums; involvement of relevant 

stakeholders through regular reporting and feedback to members of the country National Reference 

Group (NRG); cross-fertilization of ideas and experiences through regular exchanges among all relevant 

stakeholders; and collecting data through field visits, surveys, case stories, etc. 

 

Research Studies 

 
Burundi 

http://bit.ly/ZgqLRK 

 
Kenya 

http://bit.ly/14JFyZi   

 
Rwanda 

http://bit.ly/15BQ7Nu   

 
Tanzania 

http://bit.ly/Y04x7z   

 
Uganda 

http://bit.ly/12C7xGX   

 

2.2.3 Policy Research (Regional) 

 

Besides national studies, a regional research study is under way and will aim to study the roles and 

relationships of state and non-state actors in agricultural trade and production in two strategically picked 

food crops, and the implications of these roles and relationships on regional trade and broad-based food 

security. In light of the aforementioned, the study will also identify the barriers/imbalances in trade politics 

and related policy in the EAC. More specifically, the study objectives are the following: 

 

 Examining the roles and relationships of State and Non-State Actors in agriculture trade and 

production of Rice and Maize; implications of these roles on regional trade and broad based food 

security 

 Identifying barriers and imbalances in trade politics and policies affecting trade and production of rice 

and maize in the region; and 

 Ultimately arriving at recommendations that will be used for advocacy towards the requisite policy 

reforms in the region. 

 

During the period under report, terms of reference were developed and a process soliciting CVs of 

potential researchers was undertaken. In February 2013, Christopher Onyango and his three co-

http://bit.ly/ZgqLRK
http://bit.ly/14JFyZi
http://bit.ly/15BQ7Nu
http://bit.ly/Y04x7z
http://bit.ly/12C7xGX
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consultants Paul Otung for Rwanda, Danston Ulwodi for Burundi, and Susan Watundu for Tanzania and 

Uganda were selected, and finally contracted in March.  

 

Literature review on the study has started and each of the NRG meetings was attended by one member 

of the research team who presented the work plan and methodology for field work envisioned to take 

place in the countries in June and July 2013. Participation of the researchers at the NRG meetings was 

particularly important for feedback and input from stakeholders as well as to network with the project’s 

country partners and possible interviewees for the field work.  

2.2.4 Training 

Through its training component, the project aims to not only increase the knowledge and understanding of 

stakeholders in the region on trade-food security-climate change linkages, but also to enhance their 

capacity  to capitalize on positive linkages, (e.g. where tailored trade policies can help in dealing with food 

security crisis due to climate change), and minimize the impact of negative linkages (e.g.by using trade 

policies to adjust the direction and flow of trade in cases of clear, expected adverse impact of trade on 

either climate change or food security). 

A total of three regional and ten national training workshops (one regional and five national workshops in 

the second, and two regional and five national workshops in the third year, respectively) will be conducted 

with the help of local partners. These will improve understanding, capacity and create substantial number 

of informed relevant stakeholders in the EAC. Specific objectives of the training include:  

 To train a critical mass of relevant stakeholders in order that they will be able to contribute to 

designing and implementation of programs and policies that use trade to improve food security in 

the face of climate change.  

 To create technical understanding of interlinkages (good and bad) between climate change, food 

security and trade. 

 To increase capacity of the stakeholders to take advantage of the positive linkages and develop 

adequate policies and strategies to deal with the negative linkages. 

To ensure that the training is needs-based and targeted, training needs of stakeholders working on trade, 

climate change and food security policies were first assessed through a survey. The Trade Policy 

Training Centre in Africa (trapca) was then selected to prepare and deliver the training programmes. Draft 

programmes were presented to stakeholders at various national and regional meetings for their 

comments. In January 2013, the five final research studies were shared with trapca who would use them 

for preparing national training manuals.  

By the end of March 2013, trapca submitted the five draft national training manuals for review.  

 

2.2.5 Networking 

Networking has a central importance in the PACT EAC project and is closely linked to advocacy efforts. 

National networks constituted of representatives from all stakeholders and referred to as “National 

Reference Groups” (NRGs) were established. NRG members will be consulted and interact at all stages 
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through events and the online networking platform of the project website. They will be the link between 

the project and the wider society and ground realities. NRGs are therefore both the target and the 

dissemination channel of the project through their respective networks. Stakeholders’ involvement will 

facilitate a wider impact of advocacy, ownership-building over project recommendations, effective 

information-sharing and cross-fertilisation of ideas.  

During the period under report, each National Reference Group met three times, as reported below: 

 

May & June, 2012 

Towards Integrated Agriculture, Climate Change and Trade 

Policies 

The first five meetings of the newly established National Reference Groups (NRG) 

introduced the project to project stakeholders and presented the preliminary research 

findings of the collaborative desktop research that is investigating the linkages between 

agriculture-climate-food Security in the five countries of the East African Community. 

 http://bit.ly/10nzQbC  

 

August 21-30, 2012 

Understanding Linkages and Stakeholders’ Experience 

The second NRG meetings under the PACT EAC project were organised during 21-30 

August in Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. There, the complete draft 

national studies were presented for final comments, space was given for stakeholders to 

share their experiences, and the participation of Geneva-based WTO delegates contributed 

to better information flow between Geneva and the capitals on trade-related issues.  
http://bit.ly/14ZU1xW  

March, 2013 

Climate, Food, Trade: Towards Advocating Strong Policy 

Coherence 

On March 17-27, CUTS International Geneva and its partners organized the third NRG 

meetings of the PACT EAC project in the five EAC Member States. The objective was to 

launch five country research studies titled “Climate, Food, Trade: Where is the Policy 

Nexus?” and bring project stakeholders together to brainstorm about future advocacy actions 

based on the key recommendations emerging from national research studies.  
http://bit.ly/13O6vrj  

 

In addition, regional stakeholders of the project gather once a year at a regional meeting to review the 

progress of the project and plan for future work. The first Regional Annual Meeting was held in Kigali, 

Rwanda in September 2012: 

http://bit.ly/10nzQbC
http://bit.ly/14ZU1xW
http://bit.ly/13O6vrj
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September 17-18, 2012 

Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade Linkages: First 

Regional Annual Meeting 

From 17 to 18 September, stakeholders of all East African Community (EAC) governments 

and the business, farming, civil society and academic communities as well as the 

representatives of the EAC Secretariat and relevant international organisations (e.g. FAO 

and UNEP) reviewed on-going policy efforts to address climate-related hunger through trade 

in the region. At this regional event, organised at Hotel des Mille Collines in Kigali, Rwanda, 

stakeholders also discussed past and future activities under the PACT EAC project.  
http://bit.ly/OSDKWP  

 

2.2.6 Advocacy 

Advocacy and awareness-raising are critical to ensure the project results in outcomes beyond outputs. 

While the latter is undertaken on an on-going basis to disseminate knowledge and project outputs among 

relevant stakeholders, the former consists of focused and sustained efforts to advocate identified policy 

changes to selected policy makers who have the power to bring about this change. This advocacy 

component draws from the research findings and leverages the experience and networks of local partners 

to ensure greater reach and impact.  

Action alerts: Action alerts are short, targeted advocacy documents that call for a specific action to be 

taken by a particular category of stakeholders on a particular problem. Besides physical dissemination at 

meetings, these are disseminated electronically to CUTS Geneva’s network of over 1’800 trade and 

development professionals both in developed and developing countries. During the period under report, 

three Action alerts were released: 

 

Action Alerts 

 

“EAC Negotiating on Multiple Trade Fronts: 

Looking for Communication Bridges”  

 http://bit.ly/TOsTO4 
 

“How Can Uganda Keep Its Youths 

In The Farms?”  

 http://bit.ly/14dY06c 

 

“Garissa Pastoralists Are Not Condemned 

To Become Climate Refugees!”  

 http://bit.ly/QBQnF3 

  

Advocacy Action Plan: Project partners are developing Advocacy Action plans to focus efforts on two 

strategically picked policy change objectives (stemming from the national research studies) that the 

country partners in their respective countries would advocate from June 2013 to September 2014. 

Themes chosen for the respective advocacy campaigns are provided below: 

http://bit.ly/OSDKWP
http://bit.ly/TOsTO4
http://bit.ly/14dY06c
http://bit.ly/QBQnF3
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Advocacy Campaigns Themes 

 CAMPAIGN 1 CAMPAIGN 2 

Burundi Creation of a National Coordination Committee 

on Climate, Agriculture and Trade 

Implementation of efficient information and early warning 

systems 

Kenya Implement insurance system and irrigation 

infrastructure 

Implement climate change early warning systems 

Rwanda Mainstreaming Climate Change adaptation & 

mitigation in agriculture and trade processes 

Achieving effective partnership between Small-scale 

Farmers engaged in value chains production and the 

private sector through food trade 

Tanzania Reducing deforestation, increase reforestation 

and afforestation 

Develop and implement localized adaptation strategies to 

climate change. 

Uganda More coordinated Trade Negotiation Positions Establish Feasible Food Access Systems 

 

Website and outreach: Besides its networking function, the website is an important communication 

channel for awareness raising and understanding of relevant issues among all stakeholders. It is 

regularly updated with the latest outputs and information from the project. Sustained efforts have been 

made to improve the user-friendliness of the website as well as to improve its visibility on search engines 

for relevant keywords.  

Working with the media: The media is regularly leveraged to spread out the main messages and 

findings from the project. The several press releases, press articles and TV coverage of the project are 

reported later in this report.  

 

2.2.7 EAC Geneva Forum 

The bi-monthly EAC Geneva Forum is the second segment of the PACT EAC project. It seeks to address 

the expressed need of the WTO negotiators of the EAC countries for supporting their Geneva Missions in 

the WTO discussions and negotiations. The Forum provides them with a package of services and 

technical material and links EAC WTO delegates to the grassroots in East Africa. Each Forum meeting 

has two standing agenda items:  

 WTO Negotiations: delegates discuss a substantive issue under discussion/negotiations at the 

World Trade Organisation, identified by them. Discussions are facilitated by a short note prepared 

by CUTS International Geneva on the identified issue for each forum meeting. 

 Country Updates: delegates discuss update notes from the region focusing on latest 

developments regarding EAC regional integration and other relevant issues identified by the 

grassroots and the delegates. For this purpose, project partners in each EAC country prepare 

evidence-based country update notes on the identified topic in consultation with the grassroots 

and members of the National Reference Group in their countries. 

All outputs from the EAC Geneva Forum Meetings are disseminated electronically in Switzerland, Europe, 

and in Africa including project countries through electronic “EAC Geneva Forum Digests”. Moreover, in 

order to improve information flows and coordination between Geneva and capital-based policy-makers, 
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delegates from the region, including from the EAC Secretariat, are invited to the Forum meetings around 

key WTO events. In addition, Geneva-based WTO negotiators regularly attend project events organised 

in EAC countries. During the period under report, seven EAC Geneva Forum meetings were organised as 

reported below. 

 

April 30, 2012 

Economic Partnership Agreements: Implications for Developing 

Countries and LDCs  

The 3rd EAC Geneva Forum meeting under the PACT EAC project was held on 30 April 

2012. EAC Member countries WTO negotiators gathered to discuss the topic “Economic 

Partnership Agreements: Implications for developing countries and LDCs” as well as the 

compatibility of the EPA with the WTO. The discussions, facilitated by CUTS International, 

revolved around present challenges and shortcomings in the EC-EAC EPA framework 

agreement and renewed negotiations from EAC country’s point of view, and looked into the 

role of Geneva-based WTO delegates in this process.  http://bit.ly/N8S1x9   

 

July, 2012 

Making the Tripartite Free Trade Agreement Work for the 

Interests of EAC Countries  

The 4th EAC Geneva Forum meeting under the PACT EAC project was held on 17 July 

2012. EAC Member countries’ WTO negotiators gathered to discuss the topic “Making the 

Tripartite Free Trade Agreement work for the interests of EAC Countries” as well as trade 

facilitation measures in the context of this arrangement. The discussions, facilitated by CUTS 

International, revolved around the potential trade and related opportunities and challenges 

that will arise from the FTA for EAC countries. Delegates also considered perspectives from 

the ground on this issue as well as their potential role in addressing the challenges. 

 http://bit.ly/NluxzI  

 

July, 2012 

Importance and Effects of SPS and TBT Measures on Trade 

Policy and Trade Relations  

The 5th EAC Geneva Forum meeting under the PACT EAC project was held on 17 July 

2012. EAC Member countries’ WTO negotiators gathered to discuss the topic “Importance 

and Effects of SPS and TBT Measures on Trade Policy and Trade Relations”. The 

discussions revolved around the effects of SPS and TBT measures on trade for EAC 

countries and the extent to which they hinder optimal access to markets of interest to them. 

https://bitly.com/
http://bit.ly/NluxzI
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Delegates also considered perspectives from the ground on this issue.                                  

 http://bit.ly/NayaMa   

 

September, 2012 

Services Liberalisation in the EAC  

The 6th EAC Geneva Forum meeting took place on the sidelines of the Regional Annual 

Meeting of the PACT EAC Project in Kigali, Rwanda on September 17, 2012. This was an 

opportunity for the project partners to present their own papers to the Geneva Missions’ 

delegates.  http://bit.ly/TxyFQY  

 

December, 2012 

Nexus between Biofuel Production, Food Security, and Trade  

CUTS International Geneva organised the 7th EAC Geneva Forum meeting under the PACT 

EAC project. The subject for discussion was “Nexus between biofuel production, food 

security, and trade”.  http://bit.ly/UD92zA 

 

January, 2013 

Exploring the Regional Dimension of Aid for Trade in the EAC  

CUTS International Geneva organised the 8th EAC Geneva Forum meeting under the PACT 

EAC project. The subject for discussion was “Exploring the regional dimension of aid for 

trade in the EAC”.   http://bit.ly/WuwRfL  

 

March, 2013 

The Ninth WTO Ministerial Conference: What is at Stake for the 

EAC in Bali? 

The 9th EAC Forum meeting under the PACT-EAC project was held on Tuesday 26th March 

2013. The issues under deliberation were EAC member country perspectives on the 

forthcoming WTO Ministerial conference in Bali and the WTO Services waiver in favour of 

LDCs. These were based on country update notes as well as an issue paper developed on 

the latter issue by CUTS Geneva.   http://bit.ly/ZE0OLn 

 

Details about the project and various activities can be viewed at www.cuts-geneva.org/pacteac 

 

http://bit.ly/NayaMa
http://bit.ly/TxyFQY
http://bit.ly/UD92zA
http://bit.ly/WuwRfL
http://bit.ly/ZE0OLn
http://www.cuts-geneva.org/pacteac
http://www.cuts-geneva.org/pacteac
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3 PARTNERSHIPS AND 

OUTREACH 

 

3.1 PARTNERSHIPS 

The partnerships with other like-minded organisations in Geneva and elsewhere have been further 

expanded and strengthened during the year.  In fact, these partnerships are a strategic asset to achieve 

our vision and mission.  Some important developments in this regard include: 

 UNCTAD: The partnership with UNCTAD has been strengthened. For instance, Rashid S Kaukab 

chaired a CUTS side event organised at UNCTAD XIII in Doha, Qatar, on the topic “Climate 

Change, Food Security and Trade: Challenges and Opportunities”. CUTS also continued 

participating in several UNCTAD events including the Public Symposium and the 

Intergovernmental Group of Experts (IGE) on Competition Law and Policy. 

 WTO: The partnership with the WTO has also been taken to a higher level, particularly in light of 

the appointment of Pradeep S. Mehta, Secretary General of CUTS, as a member of Director-

General Pascal Lamy’s Panel on Defining the Future of Trade. CUTS International Geneva 

regularly facilitated Pradeep Mehta’s participation in the panel meetings. In addition, CUTS 

International Geneva remains the only NGO to organise side events at the WTO Geneva Week 

for Non-Resident Missions, and it participated actively in the WTO Public Forum 2012 where it 

organised a session on “The multilateral trading system in the 21st century: Interaction between 

trade and competition policy”. 

 Other organisations: Informal partnerships with many other Intergovernmental Organisations 

(EAC Secretariat, OIF, FAO, UNDP, UNEP, UNFCCC) and NGOs (ICTSD, Oxfam, FES, and 

others) have led to closer working and organization of joint activities. 
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3.2  EVENTS 

CUTS International Geneva regularly organizes events to raise awareness about its work and share 

its expertise on a number of issues. Often organised jointly with other organisations, they are 

also good opportunities to strengthen partnerships. 

 

UNCTAD XIII: Climate Change, Food Security and Trade  

April 24, 2012. CUTS and SAWTEE organised a side event at UNCTAD XIII in Doha, Qatar, 

on the topic “Climate Change, Food Security and Trade: Challenges and Opportunities”. The 

main objective of the event was to discuss issues related to trade-climate change-food 

security linkages and to identify elements of holistic policy responses, in particular to inform 

the work of UNCTAD in these areas for the next four years.  http://bit.ly/11N6lRt  

 

Book Launch: Competition and Consumer Policies in MENA 

Countries  

July 10, 2012. CUTS International Geneva organised a cocktail reception at Palais des 

Nations to launch a CUTS CCIER’s publication entitled “Understanding the State of Domestic 

Competition and Consumer Policies in Select MENA countries”.  http://bit.ly/11N6lRt 

 

WTO Public Forum: The Multilateral Trading System in the 21st 

Century: Interaction between Trade and Competition Policy  

September 24, 2012. CUTS International Geneva organised a session on “The multilateral 

trading system in the 21st century: Interaction between trade and competition policy”, as part 

of the WTO Public Forum 2012. The event revived the discussions about this critical 

interaction, towards shaping elements of a multilateral consensus on competition.  

 http://bit.ly/11N6lRt 

 

WTO Geneva Week: Emerging Issues and Developing Countries 

December 12, 2012. CUTS International Geneva organised a lunch meeting to give the non-

resident WTO member and observer countries an overview of some of the “emerging issues” 

in the multilateral trading system and their implications for them, and presented some 

emerging findings of its on-going PACT EAC project in this regard. A needs assessment of the 

non-resident countries was also undertaken through a questionnaire to assess what needs to 

be done to achieve their better participation in the WTO.  http://bit.ly/11N6lRt 

http://bit.ly/11N6lRt
http://bit.ly/11N6lRt
http://bit.ly/11N6lRt
http://bit.ly/11N6lRt
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3.3 REPRESENTATIONS 

CUTS International Geneva was invited by a number of other inter-governmental and non-

governmental organisations in Geneva and elsewhere to participate and make presentations to 

the meetings and events organized by them.  These have been good opportunities to present 

the interests and concerns of developing countries on trade and development related issues to a 

wider audience and to share the work and knowledge of CUTS.  

 

Trade Advocacy Fund Training Seminar on WTO Issues 

April 30 – May 1, 2013. Rashid S Kaukab participated as a trainer in DFID’s first Trade 

Advocacy Fund training seminar in London, UK. The training seminar was designed to 

enhance the capacity of senior trade negotiators, trade officials and legal experts from TAF 

eligible beneficiary countries on international trade and WTO issues. 

 

ACP High Level Forum on Emerging Issues and Challenges in the 

Multilateral Trade System 

September 14, 2012. Rashid S Kaukab was a presenter at the ACP High Level Forum on 

Emerging Issues and Challenges in the Multilateral Trade System held in Nairobi, Kenya. 

The meeting aimed to review and analyse issues that arose during the 8th WTO Ministerial 

Conference to have better understanding on the treatment of what was referred to as 21st 

century issues (trade and climate change, currency exchange issues, trade and job creation, 

global supply chains, energy, plurilateral agreements and others) and their potential impact 

on the ACP economies. 

 

FES Workshop: Geneva Circle on Global Economic Governance 

October 17, 2012. Rashid S Kaukab participated in the third FES workshop of the Geneva 

Circle on Global Economic Governance themed “Exchange rate and capital account 

management for developing countries”. This initiative intends to enhance the dialogue 

among economists of Geneva-based international organizations and provide a forum for 

relevant institutions to discuss their current or future work in the broader context of 

globalization and sustainable development. 

 

Annual Session of the IPU Parliamentary Conference on the 

WTO  
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November 14-17, 2012. CUTS International Geneva attended and facilitated the 

participation of Pradeep Mehta as a panelist at the 2012 Annual Session of the IPU 

Parliamentary Conference on the WTO. The principal objective of the Conference was to 

enhance external transparency of the WTO and hold it accountable to legislators as elected 

representatives of the people. 

 

Evian Group Working Group on Trade 

January 30, 2013. Rashid S Kaukab attended a meeting of Evian Group Working Group on 

Trade at IMD Lausanne. This working group of experts, policy-makers, trade negotiators and 

representatives from business and civil society discussed how to rekindle the interest of the 

private sector in the WTO. The working group produced a number of questions for 

candidates to the position of WTO Director General and proposed ways to further explore 

how leadership can make a difference in the WTO-private sector relationship. 

 

Connexion: Graduate Institute Careers Forum 

March 8, 2013. CUTS International Geneva had a stand at the Graduate Institute’s Career 

Forum, where Krista Joosep delivered a presentation on its work. This career fair is an event 

organised by the Graduate Institute for employers looking for potential collaborators with an 

international profile as well as students and graduates looking to jump start a career in the 

public, non-profit and private sectors. 

 

ACP Brainstorming Meeting on Current WTO Agriculture Issues 

March 19, 2013. Julian Mukiibi made a presentation titled “Reflections on WTO Cotton 

Issues” at an ACP brainstorming meeting on current WTO Agriculture issues. This 

brainstorming meeting was devoted to an exchange of views on WTO Agriculture issues so 

far identified for the Ninth Ministerial Conference (MC9) to be held in December 2013. These 

included food security, NFIDCs, TRQ Administration and Cotton. 
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3.4  MEDIA RELATIONS 

Press relations have also been taken to a higher level this year with a number of press outlets 

and TV channels reporting CUTS Geneva’s work, as a result of sustained efforts to build 

relationships with selected journalists. Press releases are still prepared and released promptly 

after every event. 

3.4.1 Press releases 

 

The WTO is needed now more than ever 

 

 http://bit.ly/18DMaqp 

Three-Year Agriculture, Climate Change Project Launched   http://bit.ly/116MVlw 

East African WTO negotiators will brief the public at a series of meetings 

in August 

 http://bit.ly/UOtVYi 

Can Trade Help Fight Climate-related Hunger in East Africa?  http://bit.ly/12TDJnb 

Trade Plays a Critical Role in the Food Security Equation, Just Like 

Climate Change 

 http://bit.ly/19t1jfF 

Reality Doesn’t Wait for the Conclusion of the Doha Round  http://bit.ly/108VWQM 

A Geneva Consensus Has to be Supported From the Capital Cities of the 

World 

 http://bit.ly/Uko1xq  

A Multilateral Forum on Competition Necessary to deal with cross border 

anticompetitive practices 

 http://bit.ly/QX1tAF  

Trade PS launches new scientific study on "Climate, Food, Trade: Where 

is the Policy Nexus 

 

 http://bit.ly/1aHROa8 

3.4.2 Articles in the Press 

 

Ubuhinzi bugomba kurenga ikigero cyo guhaza ingo bukanasagurira 

amasoko-MINEAC (Kigali Today)  

 http://bit.ly/SBwqxN 

East Africa: Bananas at Risk, Researcher Warns (All Africa)  http://bit.ly/PmNnfA 

Matooke threatened by banana wilt (The New Vision)  http://bit.ly/SgbpV9 

EAC Discusses Food Security (The Guardian, Uganda)  http://bit.ly/14es6GI 

Tanzania proposes renewal of AGOA upon expiry (The Guardian, 

Tanzania)  

 http://bit.ly/11fZzCO 

Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade Linkages in the EAC: "They are 

interdependent" (IWACU) 

 http://bit.ly/111kOFx 

http://bit.ly/18DMaqp
http://bit.ly/116MVlw
http://bit.ly/UOtVYi
http://bit.ly/12TDJnb
http://bit.ly/19t1jfF
http://bit.ly/108VWQM
http://bit.ly/Uko1xq
http://bit.ly/QX1tAF
http://bit.ly/1aHROa8
http://bit.ly/SBwqxN
http://bit.ly/PmNnfA
http://bit.ly/SgbpV9
http://bit.ly/14es6GI
http://bit.ly/11fZzCO
http://bit.ly/111kOFx
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Un livre sur les liens entre changement climatique, nourriture et 

commence, a été lancé (Rwanda News Agency)  

 http://bit.ly/155nQPg 

Il faut un plaidoyer pour atténuer les effets négatifs de ces liens (Le 

Renouveau) 

 http://bit.ly/19t5Hv5 

Abarundi barakwije gukoresha ubuhinga bwo kurima kugira umwimbu 

wiyongere (Ubumwe)  

 http://bit.ly/13Tqepk 

3.4.3 TV Coverage 

 

 

Reportage au Journal du soir (Radio TV Renaissance)    http://bit.ly/186xcwb 

 

Reportage au Journal du soir – Radio TV Renaissance ()  http://bit.ly/190O0Es 

 

Report in the Daily News about the Regional Annual 

Meeting - TV Rwanda (video not available) 

- 

 

Reportage au Journal du soir – Radio TV Renaissance ()  http://bit.ly/18RnWcq 

 

Report in the Daily News - TV Rwanda ()   http://bit.ly/19LDU9e 

 

3.5  COMMUNICATIONS AND IT 

While event organisation is central to the organisation’s outreach strategy, CUTS Geneva also 

makes extensive use of information technology and the media to disseminate its messages and 

spread its work. 

The home page of the website has been updated and revamped for more clarity. In addition, the website 

is regularly being populated with press releases, events, reports, pictures, advocacy documents and other 

materials in order for it to be an effective outreach and communication tool. Besides this, a new website 

has been created specifically for the PACT EAC project and is endowed with an in-built social network to 

facilitate networking activities. This website is database-driven and enables the use of Web 2.0 

technologies. 

Brand-building has also been improved with the development of permanent templates for each type of 

publication as well as for different types of email dissemination. Particularly, CUTS now regularly 

publishes “Action alerts” as a unique type of short, thought-provoking and targeted publication. The 

http://bit.ly/155nQPg
http://bit.ly/19t5Hv5
http://bit.ly/13Tqepk
http://bit.ly/186xcwb
http://bit.ly/190O0Es
http://bit.ly/18RnWcq
http://bit.ly/19LDU9e
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dissemination of such advocacy outputs is now backed by an extensive contact database of trade and 

development stakeholders from both developed and developing countries.  

A permanent stand banner has been designed in-house and acquired that enables the centre to increase 
its visibility during events.  
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4 THE ROAD AHEAD 
We will start the sixth year of our operations on 1 April 2013.  The dedicated work and initiatives 

undertaken by the team continue to be received with enthusiasm by the trade and development 

community in Geneva, the capitals and beyond.  The guidance of the General Assembly and the 

Stakeholder Forum, and the support of the entire CUTS family have been and will remain the 

pillars for this consolidation and expansion in 2013-2014 towards fulfilling our mission.  

Strategy 

Based on its medium term Strategic Business Plan (2013-17), CUTS Geneva will adopt the following 

strategy to achieve its goal and objectives in 2013-14: 

Project to programme implementation: Focus on the implementation of the on-‐going PACT EAC 

(Promoting Agriculture-Climate- Trade Linkages in the East African Community project by undertaking 

research, advocacy and awareness raising, and training and networking activities in Geneva as well as 

capitals so that the objectives of these projects are fully achieved, while identifying and developing 

projects and activities directly related to the on-going projects/past activities to strengthen their impact at 

little additional commitment of resources, i.e. translation into French of Negotiators’ Handbook, LDC 

stakeholders’ capacity building through EIF, etc, leading to the development of project work/activities into 

programmes of work.  

Strengthening ties with international organizations: Organization of events during relevant WTO and 

UNCTAD meetings, i.e., WTO Geneva Week for Non-Resident Missions and WTO Public Forum, and 

UNCTAD Public Symposium, and participation in relevant WTO/UNCTAD meetings as well as joint 

organization of events in Geneva and elsewhere on issues of common interest, subject to availability of 

funding and building ties with other international organisations that are relevant for current and proposed 

work, in particular FAO, UNEP, UNFCCC by inviting them to join our various Project Advisory Committees 

and through signing of MoUs where feasible. 

Partnerships and collaboration: Participation in the events and meetings organized by other IGOs, 

NGOs and think tanks in Geneva (e.g. ITC, UNEP, ICTSD, Ideas Centre, QUNO, The Graduate Institute 

of International and Development Studies) as well as in selected meetings outside Geneva (e.g. the 

Commonwealth Secretariat, the EAC Secretariat, Evian Group, FAO, trapca) that are relevant to our work 

and will contribute to the achievements of our goal and objectives. 

CUTS family: Strengthening internal synergies within the CUTS family through sharing of research and 

analytical papers and studies especially with CUTS Africa Resource Centres, facilitating organization of 

activities by other CUTS organisations, providing substantive inputs for their relevant activities, and 

supporting the Secretary General in his outreach and fund-raising activities. 

Focus on grassroots realities: Strengthening links with grassroots by improving exchanges between 

Geneva community and the work being carried out at the local levels in developing countries, including 

through focused dissemination of outputs and key messages through electronic and other means.   
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5  AUDIT REPORT 
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ANNEX 1: MEMBERS OF THE 

STAKEHOLDER FORUM 
Inter-governmental Organization 

 

Dr. Edwin Laurent  

Former Adviser & Head-International, Trade and 

Regional Co-operation, Economic Affairs 

Division 

Commonwealth Secretariat 

Email: e.laurent@commonwealth.int  

 

Mr. David Luke  

Senior Advisor & Coordinator, Trade and Human 

Development Unit, UNDP 

11-13, Chemin des Anémones, CH-1219, 

Châtelaine/GE, Switzerland 

E-mail: david.luke@undp.org  

 

Mr. Habib Ouane  

Former Director, Division for Africa, Least 

Developed Countries and Special Programmes, 

UNCTAD 

E-mail : habib.ouane@unctad.org  

 

Mr. Shishir Priyadarshi  

Director, Development Division, WTO 

Rue de Lausanne 154, CH-1211, Geneva 21, 

Switzerland 

Email: shishir.priyadarshi@wto.org  

 

Civil Society 

 

Mr. Christophe Bellmann  

Programme Director, ICTSD 

13, Chemin des Anemones, 1219, Geneva, 

Switzerland 

Email cbellmann@ictsd.ch  

 

Ms. Nathalie Bernasconi  

Programme Leader, IISD 

International Environment House 2, Chemin de 

Balexert 9 

CH-1219 Châtelaine Geneva, Switzerland 

Email: nbernasconi@iisd.org 

 

Ms. Caroline Dommen  

Representative, Global Economic Issues, 

Quaker United Nations Office,  

Quaker House, Avenue du Mervelet 13, 1209 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Email: cdommen@quno.ch 

 

Mr. Nicolas Imboden  

Executive Director, IDEAS Centre 

rue de l'Arquebuse 10, CH-1204 Geneva, 

Switzerland 

Email: nicolas.imboden@ideascentre.ch   

 

Ms. Maria Rosaria Iorio    

International Policy Analyst, TPCS 

Email: mariaiorio@bluewin.ch  

 

Mr. Geert Laporte  

Head of Institutional Relations & Partnerships, 

ECDPM 

Rue Archimede 5, 1000 Brussels, Belgium 

Email: gl@ecdpm.org   

 

Media 

 

Mr. Dipankar De Sarkar  

Chief of European Bureau, Indo-Asian News 

Service, IANS India Private Limited 

48, Beverley Gardens Wembley,Middx. HA9 

9QZ, UK 

dd.sarkar@ians.in 

 

Mr. D. Ravi Kanth  

Geneva Editor, Deccan Herald (India) & 

Washington Trade Policy 

57 Rue Rothschild, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland 

Email: drkanth@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:e.laurent@commonwealth.int
mailto:david.luke@undp.org
mailto:habib.ouane@unctad.org
mailto:shishir.priyadarshi@wto.org
mailto:cbellmann@ictsd.ch
mailto:cdommen@quno.ch
mailto:nicolas.imboden@ideascentre.ch
mailto:mariaiorio@bluewin.ch
mailto:gl@ecdpm.org
mailto:dd.sarkar@ians.in
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Mr. Alan Beattie  

World Trade Editor, Financial Times, Number 

One Southwark Bridge 

London SE1 9HL, UK 

Email: alan.beattie@ft.com 

 

Mr Jonathan Lynn  

World Trade Correspondent, Chief 

Correspondent, Geneva 

Reuters News, Geneva 

Email: Jonathan.lynn@thomsonreuters.com 

 

Academic/Research Bodies 

 

Dr. Thomas Cottier  

Managing Director, World Trade Institute 

Hallerstrasse 6, 3012 Berne, Switzerland 

Email: thomas.cottier@wti.org  

 

 

Dr. Joost Pauwelyn  

Co-Director, CTEI, GIIDS 

132, rue de Lausanne, P.O. Box 136, 1211 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Email: joost.pauwelyn@graduateinstitute.ch  

 

Governments  

 

Mr. Ujal Singh Bhatia  

Former Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative of India to the WTO 

Email: ujalsingh.bhatia@ties.itu.int  

 

Ms. Claire Durkin  

Formerly with the Department for Business 

Enterprise & Regulatory Reform 

Email: Claire.Durkin@bis.gsi.gov.uk  

 

Mr. Peter R. Janus 

Trade Counsellor, Permanent Representation of 

the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

31-33 Avenue Giuseppe-Motta, 1202 Geneva, 

Switzerland 

E-mail: peter.janus@minbuza.nl 

 

Mr Luzius Wasescha 

Former Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative of Switzerland to the WTO and 

EFTA (UN/ECE, UNCTAD, ITC) 

E-mail: luzius.wasescha@seco.admin.ch 

mailto:alan.beattie@ft.com
mailto:Jonathan.lynn@thomsonreuters.com
mailto:thomas.cottier@wti.org
mailto:joost.pauwelyn@graduateinstitute.ch
mailto:ujalsingh.bhatia@ties.itu.int
mailto:Claire.Durkin@bis.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:peter.janus@minbuza.nl
mailto:luzius.wasescha@seco.admin.ch
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ANNEX 2: CUTS CENTRES IN 

THE WORLD 
Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) 

D-217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park 

Jaipur 302 016, India. 

Ph: 91.141.228 2821  

Fx: 91.141.228 2485 

Email: cuts@cuts.org  

Web: www.cuts-international.org  

 

CUTS Centre for International Trade, 

Economics & Environment (CUTS CITEE) 

D–217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park 

Jaipur 302 016, India 

Ph: +91.141.2282821 

Fx: +91.141.2282485  

Email: citee@cuts.org 

Web: www.cuts-citee.org  

 

CUTS Centre for Competition, Investment 

and Economic Regulation (CUTS C-CIER) 

D–217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park 

Jaipur 302 016, India 

Ph: +91.141.2282821 

Fx: +91.141.2282485  

Email: c-cier@cuts.org  

Web: http://www.cuts-ccier.org/  

 

CUTS International, Geneva 

37-39 rue de Vermont 

CH-1202 Geneva, Switzerland 

Ph: +41 22 734 6080 

Fax: +41 22 734 3914 

Email: geneva@cuts.org 

Web: www.cuts-geneva.org   

 

Lusaka Resource Centre 

4th Floor, Main Post Office Building, Cairo Road, 

PO Box 37113,Lusaka, Zambia 

Ph: +260.1.224992 

Fx: +260.1.225220 

E-mail: lusaka@cuts.org 

Web: www.cuts-international.org/cuts-arc.htm 

 

Nairobi Resource Centre 

Co-op Trust Plaza, 1st Floor Lower Hill/Bunyala 

Roads Upper Hill, 

PO Box 8188-00200, Nairobi, Kenya  

Email: nairobi@cuts.org 

Web: www.cuts-international.org/cuts-arc.htm  

 

Hanoi Resource Centre 

No 112 Kham Thien Str. 

Dong Da District 

Hanoi, Vietnam 

E-mail: hanoi@cuts.org 

Web: www.cuts-hanoi.org 

 

Delhi Resource Centre 

62, Qutab View Apartments, Katwaria Sarai, 

New Delhi 110 016, India 

Ph: +91.11.26863021 

Fx: +91.11.26856288 

E-mail: delhi@cuts.org 

Web: http://www.cuts-international.org/cuts-

drc.htm  

 

Calcutta Resource Centre 

3, Suren Tagore Road, 2nd Floor, Calcutta 700 

019, India 

Ph: +91.33.24604985 

Fx: +91.33.24604987 

E-mail: calcutta@cuts.org 

Web: www.cuts-international.org/cuts-crc.htm  

 

Centre for Human Development (CHD) 

Rawala, Senti, 

Chittorgarh 312 025, Rajasthan, India 

Ph: 91.1472.241 472 

Fx: 91.1472.247 715 

E-mail: chd@cuts.org 

Web: http://www.cuts-international.org/chd/

mailto:webmaster@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-international.org/
mailto:citee@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-citee.org/
mailto:c-cier@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-ccier.org/
mailto:geneva@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-geneva.org/
mailto:lusaka@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-international.org/cuts-arc.htm
mailto:nairobi@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-international.org/cuts-arc.htm
mailto:hanoi@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-international.org/HRC/index.htm
mailto:delhi@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-international.org/cuts-drc.htm
http://www.cuts-international.org/cuts-drc.htm
mailto:calcutta@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-international.org/cuts-crc.htm
mailto:chd@cuts.org
http://www.cuts-international.org/chd/
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