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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background Note on the National Dialogue in Kenya 
 

Facilitating Equitable Agricultural Development (FEAD) in Sub-Saharan Africa project, 

commenced with three countries of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda for a one year period 

ending March 2012.  The main activities include undertaking policy oriented research in 

the project countries, outcomes of which will be used in targeted advocacy, supported 

and strengthened through national and international networks. 

In line with these objectives, the research studies undertaken under the project were 

presented at National Dialogues in the respective project countries; the purpose was 

twofold; to appraise stakeholders with the study outcomes and to elicit feed-back, 

comments and in-puts from the stakeholders, this would then enable finalizing of the 

studies towards targeted advocacy of the outcomes.  

In Kenya the national dialogue was held on 17th October, 2011 in Nairobi, in attendance 

were 25 participants from the agricultural sector, farmers associations, agricultural 

research institutes, private sector, civil society, government ministries, and CUTS staff. (See 

programme and list of participants in the annex).   

1.2 Opening remarks 

By clement Onyango, Director, CUTS 

In his opening remarks, Clement thanked all the participants for honouring the invitation 

to attend the FEAD national dialogue. He gave a brief overview of the FEAD project noting 

that it emanates from the recently concluded project on Fostering Equity in the Trading 

system (FEATS) wherein the need for an enabling environment towards equitable 

agriculture development in Africa was identified. He then presented the day’s program, 

the FEAD research terms of reference as well as the objectives of the meeting.  

  



 

2. PRESENTATIONS 

 

2.1 Presentation of FEAD Kenya Research Study 

By Bridget Rugube Kimani, CUTS ARC Nairobi 

The Kenya national study titled “Facilitating Equitable Agriculture Development in Sub-

Saharan Africa: The Case of Kenya” was presented by MS. Bridget Rugube Kimani on behalf 

of the author MS. Gloria Otieno who was unable to attend the event.  

The study is based on both literature reviews as well as empirical research obtained 

though interviews from relevant stakeholders. The presentation elicited a lot of discussion 

and feed-back from participants, the highlights of which are summarised under Session 

Three. 

 

2.2 Presentation of FEAD Global Studies 

By Julian Mukiibi, Program Officer, CUTS Geneva Resource Centre (CUTS GRC) 

In addition to the project national studies, two “global studies” were conducted were 
conducted at CUTS-GRC; these are based on desktop research and examine the 
opportunities for the agriculture sectors of the project countries, in both the multilateral 
trading system and the Economic Partnership Agreement between the East Africa 
Community and the European Union. 

Both studies were presented by Julian Mukiibi, Programme Officer, CUTS-GRC; 
deliberations on the topics are included under Session three. 

  



 

3. STAKEHOLDERS’ DISCUSSIONS 

The major objective of this session was to present participants with an opportunity to 
comprehensively comment on the findings of the research draft reports and seek their 
views/in-puts that would then facilitate finalising the draft study reports.  
 
The following is a summary of the floor deliberations: 

1. Overview of Kenya’s agricultural sector. There is need to add more flesh in this 
section since Kenya’s agricultural sector is made up of more than 10 ministries. 
Ministry of transport (infrastructure) and ministry of Lands could be analysed 
(productivity). There are other research papers that could address the technology 
aspects but the information dissemination is poor.  

2. Taking the research outputs to the policy makers. Information dissemination to 
benefit the small-scale farmers was widely discussed. Participants agreed that there 
is little consultation in the agricultural policy making process in the country and 
this research should be able to reach out to them.  

3. Data/statistical issues. The research should use current/up to date data from 
national sources such as the economic surveys released by the ministry of planning 
in order to give the policy makers an understanding of the current state of affairs. 
The issues of statistics in the paper should be updated especially from the 
economic surveys of 2010 or 2011. In analysis between the growth of GDP and 
Agricultural contribution to the GDP, correlation does not necessarily blend with 
causality. Data analysis should be very clear on this. 

4. Engaging farmers and other non state actors in the agricultural policy making 
process. The research paper could clearly define the role of each stakeholder in the 
formulation and implementation of the agricultural policies in order to identify the 
gaps and propose feasible recommendations.  

5. Organic farming. This is an area of future potential and the research paper should 
give more emphasis on how it such an opportunity links with the international 
market despite other challenges such as Non-tariff barriers being experienced. 
Policy and legal frameworks on the organic farming could be a research 
component of the draft. 

6. Political economy of the agricultural sector. A component of food governance 
and political economy is important to study the dynamics of regimes policies 
related to agriculture and how they have impacted on the production. The effect of 
political economy to the small scale sector could be expounded by the research 
paper. Cartels in the agricultural sector could also be analysed since they impact 
heavily on food distribution, production and eventually prices.  

7. Create a linkage between agricultural sector, services and industrialisation. 
These linkages help to determine the level of their contribution to the agriculture 
sector and how they provide an enabling environment for the agricultural 
productivity. Services are only positive if they are providing an enabling 
environment for the agriculture to thrive. Infrastructure was cited as one of the 
main component of the agricultural sector.  

8. Informal cross border trade in the agriculture trade. This could be introduced as 
a sub sector since most of the agricultural products are traded informally across the 



 

border. Other country level trade instruments such as export bans could be studied 
as well as create a linkage between illegality of food traded and consumer prices. 
Within the East African region, it is estimated that about 50% of the cross border 
trade happens informally especially for the products such as cereals.  

9. Subsidies in agriculture. A section could be introduced to determine their 
impacts on the poor farmers as well as how the government can sustain them. 

10. Land policy and land tenure systems. Many participants agreed that land reform 
policies in Kenya directly affect the agricultural policies as well as productivity and 
this should be detailed by the research paper. Contract farming was cited as one of 
the new areas of land disputes being experienced in Kenya and could have adverse 
effects on agricultural productivity. Land use rather than land ownership was 
considered more important for the agricultural sector.  

11. Challenges faced by the agricultural sector after the structural adjustment 
programme. This is an area that should be addressed by showing how the SAPS 
affected the agricultural production in Kenya. Strategies and policies for the future 
such as the vision 2030 could be examined to forecast the performance of the 
agricultural sector in the future.  

12. Agricultural financing. Finance in agriculture was widely discussed as an 
important element of support to the small-scale farmers. There is a gap to address 
through specific led institutions to come up with agricultural lending initiatives 
especially for the grass root levels. There are risks in lending to farmers though the 
trend is improving. Farming insurance is a new concept introduced by insurance 
companies but it is a challenge to insure small-scale farmers in the country. 
Development organisations are trying to reach out to the small scale famers in 
order for them to access insurance farmers.  

13. Youth, gender and agriculture. It was echoed that these two categories of people 
constitute the largest number in the agricultural labour force and the research 
could include them as part of major stakeholders in order to form a strong basis in 
advocating for farmer-friendly and private sector-led agricultural development in 
the country. 

14. Small Scale Farmers in Kenya. It was discussed broadly that there has been 
anecdotal support to the small scale farmers by government in the last two 
decades. Mechanisms to address how the small scale production could be 
enhanced could be a major component of the research draft. The paper could 
propose a mechanism of linking small-scale farmers with their large scale 
counterparts as envisaged in the third objective. How these farmers are organised 
in terms of associations and groups was discussed in length.  

15. Market for agricultural products in Kenya. The research paper has focused more 
on export market with little emphasis on the domestic market. For purposes of 
ensuring food security or food sustainability, there should be deliberate research 
focus to push for policy intervention. The current state of play of food security 
should be assessed by the researcher.  

16. Agricultural policy best practices. The research should have a component on the 
best practices on formulating agricultural policies from other countries of the 
world. Policy strategy for Mozambique was given as an example of a policy that 
addresses the issues of small scale farmers especially women, problems faced by 
the widows, people living with HIV among other major issues. 



 

17. Trade in agriculture. This should be an important research component to show 
the effects on food security, food sovereignty and food sustainability in Kenya. 

18. Devolved system of government. This should be studied as an opportunity to 
open up policy intervention at the county level. A body that encompasses every 
farmer organisation (Kenya agribusiness and agro-processing alliance) will create a 
new platform for farmers to get involved in the policy formulation and 
implementation.  

 

CONCLUSION AND CLOSING 

By Clement Onyango, Director, CUTS  

In his concluding remarks, Clement noted that there is a huge role to be played by the 

government in order to drive forward the agricultural sector. Land ownership and 

utilisation is another major area that needs to be addressed. He thanked all the 

participants for their valuable contribution to the draft research studies and brought the 

national dialogue meeting to a close.  



 

ANNEX 1: AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
0830 – 0900   Registration 
 
0900-0915    Welcome and Introduction:  Prof. Jasper Okelo, Board Member, 

CUTS, Nairobi 
 
0915 – 1015     Session I – Presentation of FEAD Kenya Research Study  
 

Overall Facilitator:  Angela Wauye, ACORD 
 

Rapporteur: Fredrick Njehu, Assistant Programme Officer, CUTS Nairobi  
 

Presentation of Draft Study: Bridget Rugube Kimani, Programme 
Assistant, CUTS Nairobi 

 
1015 – 1115  Session II – Presentation of FEAD Global Studies 
 

Presentation of Global Studies: Julian Mukiibi, Programme Officer, 
CUTS Geneva Resource Centre 

 
1115 – 1145    Tea/Coffee Break 
 
 1145 – 1250  Session III - Floor Deliberations 
 
1250- 1300  Conclusion and Vote of Thanks 
 

Clement Onyango, Director, CUTS Nairobi 
 
1300- 1400  Lunch and Departure 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

ANNEX 2: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Name Organisation & Contacts 

Jason Braganza 
 

Ministry of East African Community (MEAC)  
Mobile:+254 717 471 062 
Email: Jason.rosario.braganza@googlemail.com  

Marggorete Kamau 
 

Eastern Africa Farmers Federation 
Mobile: +254 725 338 258 
goretti@eaffu.org 

Stephen O.Jairo Institute of Economic Affairs  
P.O.Box 53989-00200, Nairobi ,Kenya 
Tel: +254 20 2716231/ 27121262 
Mobile :+254 737 250 866 
Email: stephen@ieakenya.or.ke   

Julian Mukibi CUTS-GRC(Geneva Resource Centre) 
jm@cuts.org  

Clement Onyango 
 
 

CUTS ARC, Nairobi 
Telephone-+254 722 490 824 
Email: cvo@cuts.org 

Hellen Nyamera Centre for Governance and Development (CGD)  
P.O. Box 4037 - 00506, Nairobi, Kenya 
Office Cell: +254 720 238904, +254 734 500940,  
Personal :+254 728 348 747 
E-mail: cgd@wananchi.com 

Jacob Rutto BEACON 
P.O. Box 40017, Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: 3861133 (1811 
Mobile :+254 736 377 115 
Email: beaconet@info.com   

David Ngige 
 

Senior Programme Officer and Coordinator  
Central Food Trade Network- Nyeri Social Forum  
P.O. BOX 20- 10100, Nyeri, Kenya 
+254 734 83 66 55 
Email: dmngige@yahoo.com 
nyeriforum@gmail.com 

Mr. Kaviti Ndungi  
 

Trade Development Officer, Ministry of Trade  
P.O. BOX . 43173-00100 
Nairobi,Kenya  
Mob: 0721-879 739  
Email: ndungik@yahoo.com 

Esther Bett RODI-Kenya  
P.O.Box 746-00232, Ruiru Kenya. 
Mobile:+254 724 177 670 
mail: estherbett@yahoo.com  

Fredrick Njehu 
 

CUTS ARC  Nairobi 
P.O Box 8188-00200 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
Telephone-+254 386 21 49 



 

Mobile:+254 723 583 251  
Email-brugube@gmail.com 

Michael Waigwa CIC Insurance 
P.O.Box 59485,00200, Nairobi,Kenya 
Telephone:020 282 3300 
Mobile:+254 721 84 34 29 
Email: Michael.waigwa@cic.co.ke   

Bridget Rugube Kimani CUTS ARC  Nairobi 
P.O Box 8188-00200, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Telephone:+254 386 21 49 
Mobile:+254 772 035 508 
Email-brugube@gmail.com 

Robert Rubai Mwenda Eastern Africa Farmers Federation 
P.O. Box:13747-00800 
Office Tel : +254 020 4451691 
Mobile : +254 720 173 730 
Email: info@eaffu.org 

Michael Wauda CUTS ARC  Nairobi 
P.O Box 8188-00200, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Telephone-+254 721 612 664 
Email-michaelotieno23@yahoo.co.uk 

Paul Okoth 
 

Consumer Watch 
P.O Box 72213-00200, Nairobi,Kenya 
Mobile:+254 721 528 042 
Email: consumer@jambo.co.ke   

Robert Ndubi 
 

Maple Micro development 
Tel: 0724 855 305 
Email-rondubi@yahoo.com 
Email-rndubi@econewsafrica.org 

Booker Owour SOWER  SOLUTION  
Post Box:14852-00100,Nairobi 
Mobile:+254 724 046 732 
Email: bookerwas@gmail.com  

Godfrey Ouna FARM AFRICA 
Post Box:49502,00100 Nairobi 
Telephone:+254 020 273 16 64 
Mobile:+705 242 489 
Email: godfreyo@farmafrica.org 

Jasper Okelo 
 

Lecturer and Trade Policy Expert. 
University of Nairobi. 
School of Economics 
P.O. Box 30197-00100, Nairobi, Kenya 
Email: jasperokelo@yahoo.com 
jaokelo@uonbi.ac.ke 

James Githuku Tegemeo Institute, Egerton University 
Post Box:204987 ,Nairobi 
Tele No. 020-2717818/76 
Mobile: +254  723 805 970 
Email: jgithuku@tegemeo.org   

Angela Wauye ACORD-Kenya 



 

Tel: 2721172 
Mobile: 0733 365762 
Email: angela.wauye@acordinternational.org 
awauye@yahoo.com  

 


