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Every quarter, In Action keeps you updated on CUTS International, Geneva’s ongoing 

work. It provides our stakeholders with a snapshot of our research, advocacy, 

networking and training activities under our policy-oriented projects in developing 

countries, as well as our latest publications and events. 

 

 

 

Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade Linkages in the East African 

Community 

In the next decades, the critical situation of food security in the East African Community is expected 

to aggravate as climate change worsens in a region where most of East Africans rely on 

agriculture for their living. Early action and adoption of sound policies harnessing the potential 

role of trade is a must. Through a project entitled “Promoting Agriculture-Climate-Trade 

Linkages in the East African Community” (PACT EAC), CUTS International Geneva and its 

partners throughout the region aim to contribute to this process. 

Through an integrated set of research-based advocacy, networking and training activities and 

by linking grassroots with Geneva, the project seeks to build human and institutional capacity 

of East African Community (EAC) stakeholders to help them take better advantage of 

international trade for their growth and development and poverty reduction, particularly in the context 

of climate change.  

Quarterly Update 

The Project implementation was successfully completed. 

 

More at : cuts-geneva.org/pacteac 

 

 

Support in Trade in Services Negotiations  

In recent years, developing and least developed countries have increasingly recognised 

the importance of developing their services sectors and are therefore engaged in services 

trade negotiations at many levels including at the WTO, bilaterally or part of regional 

integration efforts.  However, the technical capacity required to negotiate and liberalize 

trade in services is considerably higher than goods trade and the political implications are 

more complex, which has led to the status quo as efforts to negotiate services trade 

agreements have often faltered.  
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With support from the UK Trade Advocacy Fund (TAF), CUTS is joining hands with ILEAP and Sussex University to 

undertake a series of activities that seeks to contribute to the increased and more effective participation of LDCs, 

LICs, LMICs and RECs in multilateral, regional and bilateral services trade negotiations.  

Quarterly Update 

Several CUTS research studies have been released, other are being finalised. The 2nd outreach event was 

successfully organised alongside the WTO Public Forum on October 2, with related 2nd CUTS article published 

(https://goo.gl/PD27x4). South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Training Workshop in Colombo, 

Sri Lanka was successfully conducted. Preparations towards the 2nd Training workshop in Nairobi are ongoing.   

 

More at : tradeinservices.net 

 

 

 

Trust and convergence in the Multilateral Trading System 

The year 2015 will be critical as members work towards a Post-Bali Work Programme to 

conclude the Doha round. Both developing and developed countries will now have to confront 

the core issues that have divided them for nearly 15 years and build the necessary trust to find 

creative solutions. This initiative hosts an informal, small caucus of World Trade Organization 

(WTO) ambassadors and negotiators from both smaller developing and developed countries, 

interacting to build trust and convergence among themselves towards a balanced outcome at 

the 10th WTO ministerial conference. Though regular Chattham House Rule meetings, they 

build greater trust with each other and increase their capacities through exchanges and 

technical inputs. The initiative is jointly undertaken by CUTS International Geneva and the 

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. 

 

Quarterly Update 

CUTS and FES organised the 5th meeting on October 12, the 6th meeting on November 6, and the 7th meeting in 

December. Several bilateral meetings organised in preparations towards the next potential meeting in January. The 

MC10 sufficient outcomes, and post-MC10 opportunities and challenges were mainly discussed in those forums.  

More at : cuts-geneva.org  

 

 

 

Support to LDC Group in Geneva on WTO negotiations towards a 

Post-Bali work programme 

The year 2015 is a critical one for the LDC group at the WTO. To help them in better participating in the process 

related to the Post-Bali work programme, CUTS International is providing on-demand technical support to the Group.  
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CUTS continued to provide LDCs assistance to articulate and advance their interests for the MC 10 preparatory 

process, as well as during the WTO MC10 in Nairobi. 

 

 

 

 

Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade Linkages in the EAC – 

Phase 2 (PACT EAC2) 

The still infant agro-processing industry in East Africa has been earmarked as having 

huge potential for poverty reduction, growth and regional integration. The region’s 

success in realising this potential will partly depend on its ability to factor in the ever-

increasing challenges posed by climate change, and work in synergy with its own trade 

agenda. The PACT EAC2 project, led by CUTS International Geneva in collaboration 

with CUTS ARC Nairobi, aims to build the capacity of individuals, networks and 

institutions to identify and promote appropriate policies for climate-aware, trade-oriented, 

food security-enhancing agro-value-addition in the EAC region. 

 

This follow up project to PACT EAC was approved in October 2015 and will run till September 2019. Detailed 

operational planning was the main focus during the quarter. In addition, the 1st “Geneva visit” was organised for a 

delegation of 10 people alongside the WTO MC10 and the 1st Meeting of the EAC Geneva Forum was organised on 

25th of November. 

 

 

Geneva Trade & Business Connexion Forum 

WTO negotiators in Geneva are not always fully aware of the interests and concerns of their private sectors. This 

can lead to negotiating positions which do not adequately address trade impediments. This problem can be most 

pronounced for developing and least developed country delegations, such as some South & South-East Asian 

countries, which lack the resources and established systems in capitals to undertake broad stakeholder consultation. 

CUTS International, in partnership with partners on the ground in selected South & South-East Asian developing 

countries, aims to improve the capacity of private sectors in these countries to input into their WTO delegates 

positions. Connecting these stakeholders contributes to South & South-East Asian developing country negotiating 

positions more fully aligned with the on-the-ground conditions faced by their business communities and ultimately to 

improved private sector development at the national level. 

The web page and brochure were created, and Geneva missions and relevant private sectors in capitals were 

contacted for their engagement. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Trade as a Tool for LDCs’ Graduation: How Can the Multlateral 

Trading System Deliver on Development?  

Dec. 17. | Nairobi, Kenya  This side event chaired by Ambassador Steffen Smidt, LDC 

Facilitator looked at the various ways through which the multilateral trading system has fostered 

development in the past and how the WTO can aid in achieving the goal of the Istanbul 

Programme of Action (IPoA), in particular what measures can be implemented to facilitate the 

LDCs in their transition for graduation. Only four countries have graduated out of the LDC 

category since it was established in 1971. 

 

Synergizing Trade and Climate Change for Food Security and 

Livelihoods in the EAC 

Dec. 16. | Nairobi, Kenya  This session organised as part of the ICTSD Trade and Development 

Symposium on the side lines of the conference aimed to demonstrate how synergizing trade and 

climate regimes at multilateral, regional and national level can enhance food security and 

improve livelihoods, in the context of the EAC region. Discussions pointed out that food security 

is one of the main challenges in East Africa where food production is challenged by extreme 

weather conditions brought by climate change. While trade can be a tool to mitigate food crises, 

it is by no means an automatic process and appropriate synergies need to be built with climate 

change and food security policies. Such synergies are critical since, in their efforts to deal with 

climate change and food security, governments may for instance adopt trade-related regulatory 

measures such as taxes, tariffs and subsidies that may be subjected to trade rules and 

procedures. 

  

Mega-Regional Trade Agreements and their Impacts on Developing 

Countries and the Multilateral Trading System  

Dec. 16. | Nairobi, Kenya  This event jointly organised with the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Geneva 

Office deliberated the possible challenges developing countries may face from the emergence of 

mega RTAs and the necessary policy options. It will give a space to various stakeholders to 

provide inputs on the multiple avenues of possible response, including domestic policy reforms, 

expanding bilateral and regional trade, and greater engagement at the multilateral level. 

  

Services Trade; Making it Work for Low and Lower-Middle Income 

Countries  

Oct. 2. | Geneva, Switzerland  This outreach event at the WTO Public Forum presented 

emerging findings from the project “Support to Enhance Development of Trade in Services 

Negotiations”, underscoring the importance of services data collection and analysis and inclusive 

institutional mechanisms. Services represent an increasing share of trade and, while developing 

countries are willing to be part of the game, their participation in services trade negotiations is 

faced with many challenges. For instance, they find it difficult to assess competitiveness in 

Mode4 and hence difficult for us to develop related negotiating positions, since data on this 

Mode is not captured in existing datasets. The joint project by ILEAP, CUTS and the University 

of Sussex’s CARIS shed light on some of the good practices for improving data collection and 

analysis on services. These related to the use of firm-level surveys, availability and quality of 

human capital, diversification of data sources, and external support among others. The need for 

functioning institutional and stakeholder interaction mechanisms to support decision-making was 

another critical factor identified in recent studies by CUTS International. 

  

Multilateral Framework on Competition: Is it an Effective Antidote to 

Counter Anti-Competitive Market Distortion for Trade to Work 

Better? 

Oct. 1. | Geneva, Switzerland  The issue of a framework multilateral agreement on competition 

policy within the multilateral trading system has been at the heart of heated debates for at least 

 

 Events 



twenty years, until it was dropped from WTO negotiations as demanded by developing countries. 

But with the surge of cartels and other anti-competitive practices globally, many of these 

developing countries have come to appreciate their vulnerability and today 130 countries have 

adopted competition regulations. The lack of a multilateral framework in this regard poses 

challenges for governments, consumers and businesses alike. Panelists reviewed possible 

avenues for reviving a multilateral agenda on trade and competition policy, including through 

exploring more recent issues such as developing countries’ request for focusing on export 

cartels rather than international cartels. 

 

 

 More at : http://www.cuts-geneva.org/Events_2015.html  
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WTO: After Export Subsidies, Time to 

Tackle Domestic Support 

Action Alert  At the Nairobi 10th WTO Ministerial 

Conference this month, trade ministers reached a 

long-overdue decision that will eliminate export 

subsidies on agricultural products. This is a welcome 

step that will prevent in future the use of such trade-

distorting measures. But the bigger elephant in the 

room remains the all more difficult, unfinished 

negotiations on eliminating domestic subsidies which 

are far more important and harmful to producers in 

poor countries.Read at: http://goo.gl/4rpBp9  

  

December 5: Celebrating World 

Competition Day 

Action Alert  On December 5, 1980 the United 

Nations Adopted the UN Set of Multilaterally 

Agreed Equitable Principles and Rules for the 

Control of Restrictive Business Practices. For 

the last five years a global movement, including 

CUTS International, UNCTAD, and over 24 

other countries, has been celebrating December 

5 as World Competition Day and called for its 

official recognition by the United Nations 

General Assembly. Read at: 

http://goo.gl/fUMbVO  

  

COP 21: Call to Ensure Sustainable 

African Development 

Action Alertr  Africa and its communities, its 

lands and its markets have been one of the 

main victims of climate change for years. 

Even if it is commonly agreed that African 

countries have contributed much less to 

climate change, it is now time for all to take 

responsibilities and jointly take coherent and 

equitable decisions to protect our environment 

for future generations. The 21st Conference of 

Parties (COP 21) of the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) represents a critical moment to 

ensure sustainable development and 

livelihoods, especially for the poorest 

communities. In this view, the African voice 

must be heard and taken into account 

appropriately into the final decision. Read at: 

http://goo.gl/9d12Y9 

   

Identifying Good Practices in 

LDC/LIC Services Trade Statistics 

Collection 

Research Study  This paper examines good 

practice in services trade data collection and 

compilation in “better performing” LDCs/LICs and 

suggests a toolkit that can be followed in the 

remaining LDCs/LICs to improve data availability. 

Read at: http://goo.gl/fO0HDT  

   

Successful Private Sector 

Mechanisms for Promoting Trade in 

Services: Case Study on Barbados 

Research Study  This case study reviews private 

sector-related institutional mechanisms for services 

policy-making and negotiations in Barbados, as well 

as in Botswana and the Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic (Lao PDR). It highlights the critical role of 

business-support organisations in collaborating with 

policy-makers to improve the business and 

investment climate. Read at: http://goo.gl/TUe0NT 

   

Cross Border Higher Education, 

International Trade, and Economic 

Competitiveness 

Research Study  This study is an attempt to bridge 

the divide between the international education 

community and the international trade community, by 

identifying where education overlaps with the four 

primary delivery modes of services trade. Higher 

education services have emerged as an important 

and growing component of many nations’ economic 

strategies, with recent estimates placing the sectors’ 

market above $1 trillion. Despite cross border higher 

education (CBHE) featuring increasingly in many 

country’s trade portfolio, this does not appear to 

have resulted in an equivalent increase in the 

interaction between education and the trade policy 

communities. This lack of interaction results in many 

lost opportunities to use trade and economic 

development resources to advance international 

education efforts, and vice-versa. Read at: 

http://goo.gl/NQPzxl 

 Publications 
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 On October 2, Rashid S. Kaukab made a presentation at an event at the WTO Public Forum titled “Looking 

backwards and forwards: the changing dynamic of WTO-Civil Society relations”. 

 On October 6-8, Leslie Debornes and Rashid S. Kaukab attended the UNCTAD Trade Policy and 

Sustainable Development Meeting.  

 On October 6, Rashid Kaukab made a presentation to the first session of UNCTAD Trade Policy and 

Sustainable Development Meeting, titled “Trade and trade policy for achieving Sustainable Development 

Goals” 

 On  October 6, Leslie Debornes attended a Greencross Meeting on "International Conference for a Green 

and Inclusive Economy" 

 On October 7, Rashid S. Kaukab made a presentation to the fourth session of UNCTAD Trade Policy and 

Sustainable Development Meeting, titled “Trade policy, the multilateral trading system and regional 

integration” 

 On October 21, Rashid S. Kaukab deliver a lecture to the students at Sciences Po at the Grenoble 

University, France on “Development and Developing Countries in the Multilateral Trading System” 

 On October 27, Rashid S. Kaukab attended the 2015 Inter-agency roundtable on CSR, organised by the 

UNCTAD Division on Investment.  

 On October 30, Rashid S. Kaukab delivered a lecture on multilateral trading system and development to the 

group of American University students that were on a study tour to Geneva 

 On November 3-5, Julien Grollier travelled to Dakar, Senegal to represent CUTS at a Pre-Nairobi Regional 

Consultation organised by the Francophonie. He gave a presentation on “South-South Partnerships: Impacts 

on Development and What Solidarity at the WTO?” 

 On  November 9, Cyrette Saunier attended an ICTSD, FAO, IFPRI Meeting on "Agricultural Trade Outcomes 

at the Nairobi Ministerial and Beyond" 

 On November 9, Rashid S. Kaukab travelled to Tonga to participate in a meeting organised by the 

Commonwealth Secretariat on “Emerging Global and Regional Trade Issues for the Commonwealth Pacific 

Region”.  He made two presentations titled “Overview of some trade and development issues for the Pacific 

island countries” and “Pacific preparations for the WTO 10th Ministerial Conference”, respectively.  

 On  November 30, Leslie Debornes travelled to Paris, France to attend the UNFCCC COP 21/ CMP 11 

 On  December 1, Cyrette Saunier attended a WTO-NGO Briefing on the General Council meeting 

 On December 15-18, Rashid S. Kaukab, JM and JG travelled to Nairobi to participate in the 10th WTO 

Ministerial Conference. In this context, Their activities will include:  

 On December 16, Rashid S. Kaukab delivered the Keynote Address to a CUTS Nairobi event on 

"Regionalism, Multilateralism: Where is Africa in all this?" 

 Julien Grollier produced a daily e-bulletin on the conference proceedings, also uplinked on CTF and Twitter. 
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Présence des PMA dans le commerce 

multilatéral : des efforts à faire pour 

une meilleure transition, après la 

graduation 

by ActuSEN (Dakar, Senegal) 

Dec. 21. La Fondation Ebert présente à la 10ème 

Conférence ministérielle a tenu des Journées de 

réflexions les 16 et 17 décembre 2015 à Nairobi. Ces 

évènements ont notamment permis à l’Ambassadeur 

Steffen Smidt, Facilitateur des PMA, de faire 

l’examen des différents moyens, par lesquels le 

système commercial multilatéral a favorisé le 

développement dans le passé et comment l’OMC 

peut aider à atteindre les objectifs du Programme 

d’Action d’Istanbul (PAI), et quelles mesures peuvent 

être mises en œuvre pour faciliter les PMA dans leur 

transition vers et après leur graduation. […] Available 

at http://goo.gl/tjqlFj 

 

 

Will WTO MC 10 deliver for Africa?  
by Martha Gatechew Bekele (Nairobi, Kenya) 

Dec. 18. The 10th Ministereal Conference of the 

World Trade Organisation (WTO) will be held in 

Nairobi from 15th to 18th December 2015. The event 

is expected to be attended by trade negotiators of the 

161 WTO Members States including Dr.Ekwow Spio 

Garbrah, the Honourable Minister for Trade and 

Industry , and even delegates from non-member 

countries. […] Available at http://goo.gl/52WEx0  

 

 

What SMEs stand to gain at WTO’s 

10th Ministerial Conference (MC10) 
by SME Digest (Nairobi, Kenya) 

Dec. 14. At one time or another most of us have 

had an opportunity to interact with a small and 

medium-sized enterprise (SME), either through a 

transaction, personal knowledge of an individual or 

individuals who run or are involved in one, or word of 

mouth. […] Available at http://goo.gl/wHSH4z  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colombo hosts regional workshop on 

trade in services policymaking  

by The Daily Mirror, Sri Lanka (Colombo, Sri Lanka) 

Nov. 24. A regional training workshop on 

‘Enhancing Capacities for Trade in Services 

Policymaking and Negotiations’ was held in Colombo 

recently, with the aim of creating awareness among 

the stakeholders understanding on the collection and 

use of services trade statistics,  institutional 

mechanisms for services-related decision-making 

and improving competitiveness in the services sector. 

[…] Available at http://goo.gl/07EqLC 

 

 

Regional Workshop on Enhancing 

Capacities for Trade in Services 

Policymaking and Negotiations held 

in Colombo 

by ILEAP (Colombo, Sri Lanka) 

Nov. 19. A regional training workshop on 

“Enhancing Capacities for Trade in Services 

Policymaking and Negotiations”, was held in 

Colombo from 17-20 November 2015, with the aim 

creating awareness among  stakeholders 

understanding on the collection and use of services 

trade statistics;  institutional mechanisms for 

services-related decision-making; and improving 

competitiveness in the services sector.  The four-day 

workshop was supported by the UK-funded Trade 

Advocacy Fund (TAF) and jointly delivered as an 

initiative of the International Lawyers and Economists 

Against Poverty (ILEAP), CUTS International Geneva 

and the Centre for the Analysis of Regional 

Integration at Sussex (CARIS), alongside the Institute 

of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS). […] Available at 

http://goo.gl/MdjWSA 

 

 

Diagnosing Potential for Trade in 

Services Critical For Developing 

Countries 

by CUTS (Geneva, Switzerland) 

Oct. 2. “Diagnosing the potential for trade in 

services is a necessity in least developed countries, 

especially looking at possible niche sectors which 

offer opportunities for diversification” said the 

Executive Director of the Enhanced Integrated 

Framework, Ratnakar Adhikari speaking at an 

outreach event. Organised this Friday, October 2 

during the WTO Public Forum in Geneva, 
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Switzerland, the event presented emerging findings 

from the project “Support to Enhance Development of 

Trade in Services Negotiations”, underscoring the 

importance of services data collection and analysis 

and inclusive institutional mechanisms. […] Available 

at http://goo.gl/ypSomt  

 

 

 

Bring Back Trade and Competition 

Policy at the Multilateral Level 

by CUTS (Geneva, Switzerland) 

Oct. 1. “The situation has changed since trade and 

competition policy was dropped from the Doha 

Round of negotiations over a decade ago,” said Bipul 

Chatterjee, Executive Director of CUTS International 

while opening a session organised by CUTS 

International at the WTO Public Forum, 2015, 

discussing the relevance and features of a possible 

multilateral framework on trade and policy. “Today, 

over 130 countries have a competition policy, 

including most developing countries,” he added. The 

discussion was aimed to design a roadmap for the 

international community to address competition-

related trade distortions by intervening at domestic, 

regional and international level. […] Available at 

http://goo.gl/5X2G57 
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