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Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade Linkages in the East African 

Community 

 

In the next decades, the critical situation of food security in 

the East African Community is expected to aggravate as 

climate change worsens in a region where most of East 

Africans rely on agriculture for their living. Early action and 

adoption of sound policies harnessing the potential role of 

trade is a must. Through a project entitled “Promoting 

Agriculture-Climate-Trade Linkages in the East African 

Community” (PACT EAC), CUTS International Geneva and 

its partners throughout the region aim to contribute to this 

process. 

Through an integrated set of research-based advocacy, networking and training activities and 

by linking grassroots with Geneva, the project seeks to build human and institutional capacity 

of East African Community (EAC) stakeholders to help them take better advantage of 

international trade for their growth and development and poverty reduction, particularly in the 

context of climate change.  

During the fourth quarter of 2014, with regard to research, the Burundi study in French version 

was printed in Jaipur and shipped to Burundi for distribution at the 3rd Regional Annual Meeting. 

Moreover, research work on additional national studies commenced based on agreed work 

plans. Drafts from Tanzania and Rwanda have already been received, the other drafts of the 

research studies are expected to be received by CUTS International, Geneva in January. With 

regard to training, trapca distributed certificates to participants of the 2nd national and regional 

workshops, and submitted feedback reports as well as an updated trainers’ guide. On the 

advocacy front, decision was taken to extend all campaigns to June 2015 and work plans were 

developed accordingly. The quarter saw ESRF’s advocacy campaign successfully in 

influencing Tanzania Forest Policy revision to better regulate the negative impacts of charcoal 

trade on the environment. A number of briefing papers and action alerts were also released, 

and campaigns were well covered in the media (TV, Radio etc.).  

In Geneva, the 18thEAC Geneva Forum was successfully held at CUTS Geneva office and the 

19th EAC Geneva Forum held in Bujumbura on the sidelines of the project’s 3rd Regional Annual 

Meeting (RAM3). The preparatory process for the organisation of the 20th EAC Geneva Forum 

has started. 

PAC meeting, Partners’ workshop, and the annual review meeting with Sida were also held on 

the sidelines of RAM3. 
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More information is available on the project website at http://www.cuts-geneva.org/pacteac/  

Support in Trade in Services Negotiations  

In recent years, developing and least developed countries have 

increasingly recognised the importance of developing their 

services sectors and are therefore engaged in services trade 

negotiations at many levels including at the WTO, bilaterally or 

part of regional integration efforts.  However, the technical 

capacity required to negotiate and liberalize trade in services is 

considerably higher than goods trade and the political 

implications are more complex, which has led to the status quo 

as efforts to negotiate services trade agreements have often faltered.  

With support from the UK Trade Advocacy Fund (TAF), CUTS is joining hands with ILEAP and 

Sussex University to undertake a series of activities that seeks to contribute to the increased 

and more effective participation of LDCs, LICs, LMICs and RECs in multilateral, regional and 

bilateral services trade negotiations.  

Inception work and coordination continued in collaboration with ILEAP and SUSSEX.  Several 

skype calls were held among the three partners and Inception Report was prepared and 

submitted to TAF. Inputs to the 1st Quarterly report were submitted to ILEAP. Terms of 

Reference for several case studies were developed and research work has started. Drafts of 

some case studies have been shared among the partners for revision.  The development of a 

web platform continues in consultation with partners towards release of a final website expected 

in February. Draft guidelines for the implementation of a demand-responsive mechanism has 

been developed and shared with partners for comments. 

A project brochure is available at http://goo.gl/m7qHL3  
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Building on Momentum for Impact: Intertwining 

Climate, Food, Trade Policies 

Nov. 3-4 | East African Community (EAC)  In East Africa, overlapping and 

incoherent policies on climate change, food security and trade have 

prevented the region from leveraging synergies and trade-offs between 

these areas, with the risk of disturbing priority agendas. Under the theme 

“Building on momentum for impact: intertwining climate, food, trade 

policies”, this third PACT EAC regional annual meeting reviewed the 

progress of CUTS International’s PACT EAC project in achieving more 

coherent policy responses cutting across the thee areas at the national, 

regional and multilateral levels. Participants from relevant national and 

regional institutions, the private sector and the civil society acknowledged 

that the momentum already created – with significant policy and practice 

changes - must be sustained over a longer period of time. 

 
 

 

 

EU-EAC Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA): 

State of Play & National Perspectives 

Oct. 09 | Geneva, Switzerland  With a deadline of October 2014 to 

complete and sign the EU-EAC EPA looming, a number of important 

issues still remain to be agreed. At the 18th EAC Geneva Forum, EAC 

WTO negotiators discussed the challenges that their countries could face 

in implementing the agreement and different alternatives to overcome 

them. The participants also briefly discussed the state of play of the EAC 

countries concerning trade facilitation. 

 

 

Policy Uncertainty Reduces Investments 

Oct. 16 | Geneva, Switzerland  Evidence points to inverse relationship 

between policy uncertainty and inward foreign investment. While political 

and regional milieu play their part, policy and regulatory prescriptions at 

domestic and international levels substantially influence uncertainty, thus 

impacting investment. CUTS International and Institute of Economic 

Affairs (IEA) Kenya organised this side event to the UNCTAD World 

Investment Forum with the objective to develop a programme agenda 

aimed at identifying specific causes of policy and regulatory uncertainty, 

measures to address the same, and developing a roadmap for working 

with relevant stakeholders to put the prescriptions into practice. 
 

 

 

 

Promote Agricultural Investments: an Opportunity 

to Enhance Food Security in the EAC  

Nov 04 | Bujumbura, Burundi  Agriculture is the main sector supporting 

the livelihoods of a majority of East Africans. However, the contribution of 

the sector to GDP has been reducing in all the EAC Partner State as 

many turn away from the sector due to both production and supply 

constraints. The sector is dominated by small scale farmers and 

characterised by low investments. However, in the last decade, private 

capital is increasingly being injected into the sector. This has been mostly 

 Events 



through large scale land acquisitions and agro-based industries to 

promote value addition as well as promote food security. 

 

Competition Issues in Public Procurement 

Dec 05 | Geneva, Switzerland  This year’s theme for the World 

Competition Day being “Competition Issues in Public Procurement”, the 

event explored how integrating principles of fair competition in public 

procurement could help in more efficient utilisation of government 

revenues. When competition is curtailed, more than fair price is paid for 

lower quality goods and services and taxpayers’ money is wasted. It is, 

therefore, important that the procurement process is not distorted by 

practices such as collusion, bid rigging, lack of competitive neutrality or 

abuse of dominance. 

  



 

 

Climat, Nourriture, Commerce: Quels Liens Politiques?  

Research Studies   Cette étude sur le Burundi suggère fortement que les 

changements climatiques actuels pourraient être la plus grande menace pour la 

sécurité alimentaire dans la CAE, notamment à travers l'impact dévastateur des 

sécheresses et des fortes pluies sur les produits agricoles. Le commerce du Burundi 

est très concentré sur quelques produits agricoles soumis à des risques internes et 

externes, bien que quelques initiatives cherchent à promouvoir la diversification. 

L'étude recommande en outre la création d'un comité technique permanent pour la 

planification, la supervision et le suivi des projets liés à la sécurité alimentaire au 

Burundi. Cette publication fait partie d'une série de cinq études menées dans les pays 

membres de la CAE. Available at  http://bit.ly/10OmHvZ  

 

 

Promote Agricultural Investments: An Opportunity to 

Enhance Food Security in the EAC 

Staff Papers   Agriculture is the main sector supporting the livelihoods of a majority of 

East Africans. However, the contribution of the sector to GDP has been reducing in all 

the EAC Partner State as many turn away from the sector due to both production and 

supply constraints. The sector is dominated by small scale farmers and characterised 

by low investments. However, in the last decade, private capital is increasingly being 

injected into the sector. This has been mostly through large scale land acquisitions and 

agro-based industries to promote value addition as well as promote food security. 

Available at  http://goo.gl/AkijzG   

 

 

Comment mettre en place un système d’alerte agro-

météorologique au Burundi ? 

Briefing Papers   Cette note d’information propose des éléments pour l’établissement 

d’un système d’information agro-météorologique et d’alerte précoce au Burundi afin de 

permettre aux producteurs agricoles de prévoir et s’adapter aux évènements 

climatiques.  Un bulletin météorologique devra être couplé à un calendrier cultural 

prenant en compte des informations agro-écologiques et des données climatologiques. 

Ces informations devraient être présentées de façon simplifiée pour aider les 

agriculteurs à s’organiser dans le temps et dans leur milieu. Available at  

http://bit.ly/1vo5fdf  
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 On October 3, Julian Mukiibi was a speaker at a JustJobs Network session on 

“Harnessing trade preference programs to stimulate broad-based prosperity in Africa” 

at the WTO Public Forum. His intervention related to the perception of the various 

trade preference programmes in Africa as well as their impa cts on job creation. 

 On October 3-4, CUTS Geneva staff attended the WTO Public Forum and reported 

on some sessions. 

 On October 13-16, CUTS Geneva attended the UNCTAD World Investment Forum 

(WIF) and was a reporting partner of UNCTAD for this event. A daily bulletin was 

released every day by email, as well as on dedicated Facebook and Twitter accounts 

created for this purpose.  

 On November 4, Rashid S. Kaukab made a presentation on the possible PACT EAC 
follow-up project during the PACT EAC RAM 3 in Burundi.  

 On November 4, Julian Mukiibi, Julien Grollier and Leslie Debornes made a 
presentation during the RAM 3 in Burundi. The aim of this presentation was to 
present the activities, outputs and outcomes of the PACT EAC project throughout the 
last year, as well as the activities to be undertaken during the project extension 
period. 

 On November 23-26, Leslie Debornes and Nicole Backhaus attended the UNCTAD 

Multiyear Expert Meeting on Transport, Trade Logistics and Trade Facilitation 

 On December 08-09, Leslie Debornes, Nicole Backhaus and Sametha Jeyakumar 
attended the UNCTAD Multi-year Expert Meeting on Enhancing the Enabling 
Economic Environment at All Levels in Support of Inclusive and Sustainable 
Development. Rashid S Kaukab participated to the same meeting as a panellist and 
made a presentation on “The international trading system: a holistic perspective”.   
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Press Article, by The Guardian (Bujumbura, Burundi) 

EAC urged to establish strong climate policies for sustainable food 

security 

Nov 07. East African Community partner states have been urged to put in place strong policies that 

encourage climate adaptation practices aimed at improving food security and resilience. […] Available at 

http://bit.ly/1vEyz0E  

 

Press Article, by The Guardian (Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania) 

WTO's trade facilitation pact not balanced with development agenda 

Nov 12. Tanzania’s senior official at the permanent mission in Geneva, Switzerland, Prisca Mutani, has 

said that the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) as a legally binding pact is not balanced in a manner 

consistent with the development agenda.. […] Available at http://bit.ly/1vEyHx3   

 

Press Article, by The Observer (Bujumbura, Burundi) 

EAC wants speedy pact on landlocked countries’ problems 

Nov 13. The East African Community (EAC) private sector wants a speedy implementation of the World 

Trade Organisation’s (WTO) Trade Facilitation Agreement, saying it will reduce bottlenecks in the 

movement of goods in transit across the borders. […] Available at http://bit.ly/1vEyCcZ  

 

Press Article, by The East African (Bujumbura, Burundi) 

Region’s food policies not ‘smart enough’ to fight climate change 

Nov 15. East African countries need policies on food trade that address climate change. At a recent 

conference in Bujumbura in Burundi, it was revealed that the East African Community Food Security 

Action Plan falls short when it comes to climate change. Titled “Promoting Agriculture-Climate-Trade 

Linkages in the East African Community,” the conference revealed that not all EAC partner states have 

concrete policy frameworks that deal with climate change. […] Available at http://bit.ly/1vEyNEV  

 

Radio Programme, Upland Studio (Njombe, Tanzania) 

Environmental Protection: What Roles for Local Governments and 

Communities?  

Dr Oswald Mashindano of ESRF Mr. Ahmad Maguo, Head of Land and Natural resources 

Department in Njombe District Council, call for the Central Government to give more authority 

to the Local government authorities to implement their set priorities according to their District 

Development Plans. The local communities were also urged to collectively protect their 

environment and engage in production of high value crops such as horticulture crops which 

yield higher returns and save the environment. Available at http://youtu.be/8KtvNOPAx3I 

(Swahili). 
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