
1    PACT EAC2 Regional Meeting 

 

MEETING REPORT 

SECTORS FOR THE FUTURE 

Can Agro-Processing and Trade Feed East 
Africa Despite Climate Change? 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PACT EAC2 PROJECT REGIONAL MEETING 
AUGUST 8-9, 2016 
SILVER SPRINGS HOTEL, KAMPALA, UGANDA  



PACT EAC2 Regional Meeting    2 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
This regional meeting reviewed recent policy research on how agro-processing can become more 

climate-aware, trade-driven and food security enhancing in East Africa through more coherent 

policies. Spotlight was on key promising sectors, and how to best leverage current multilateral trade 

and climate negotiations for boosting agro-processing. 

The still infant agro-processing industry in East Africa has been earmarked as having huge potential for 

poverty reduction, growth and regional integration. The region’s success in realising this potential will partly 

depend on its ability to factor in the ever-increasing challenges posed by climate change, and work in synergy 

with its own trade agenda. 

In an ideal scenario, trade policies should ensure the availability of inputs despite climate change, markets 

for the processed products and access to cleaner technologies; while climate change policies support this 

effort through targeted adaptation and mitigation initiatives. The role of international trade and climate 

negotiations in framing the policy space for such policies should not be overlooked. 

In this context, the project "Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade linkages in the EAC - phase 2" (PACT 

EAC2) builds capacities of East Africans for climate-aware, trade-driven and food security-enhancing agro-

processing in their region. Until 2019, the project will bring together, inform, train and move to advocacy 

action hundreds of stakeholders from the government, businesses, civil society, media, academia and 

farming communities. More details are available at http://www.cuts-geneva.org/pacteac2. 

The objectives of the meeting included: 

 Learning about emerging policy research lessons on how agro-processing can become more 

climate-aware, trade-driven and food security enhancing in East Africa (sectors under spotlight will 

include horticulture (fruits, palm oil), and roots, tubers and bananas) 

 Sharing knowledge and insights with stakeholders from other EAC countries, representatives of 

regional and international organisations, and trade and climate change negotiators to help break 

depart the “silo mentality” and develop a pluridisciplinary thinking for holistic policy solutions  

 Drawing lessons from some grassroots and business experiences, and stakeholders-led joint 

initiatives 

 Improving understanding through briefings by EAC trade (WTO) and climate (UNFCCC) negotiators 

on the status of ongoing negotiations, and sharing insights with them on opportunities for boosting 

agro-processing development
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HIGHLIGHTS 
The opening session began with welcoming remarks by Jane Nalunga of SEATINI, Uganda and 

introduction among participants led by Clement Onyango of CUTS Africa Resource Centre, Nairobi. 

High level addresses were provided by representatives from the EAC Secretariat and the government 

of Uganda.  

 

 

SPEAKER 
MR. RASHID KAUKAB, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CUTS INTERNATIONAL GENEVA  

Rashid Kaukab, Executive Director, CUTS International Geneva, provided an overview of the progress that 

has been made so far in PACT EAC2. He stated that in the first year, 5 national networks in which 473 

stakeholders participated were organized, 264 people were engaged in reviewing the state of play in the 

agro-processing sector, and 18 publications on issues like policy coherence, e-commerce, environment and 

regional integration were produced. Negotiators were also informed on ground realities through 30 country 

update notes. The results so far include better awareness on how agro-processing can be made more 

climate-aware; 5 research studies have been commissioned to identify the areas where policy efforts are 

needed; influencing negotiations; and improved stakeholder interaction and collaboration to share work and 

ideas on climate-smart agriculture. He also highlighted some challenges, including some related to the 

political and unpredictable nature of trade and climate negotiations. Finally, opportunities to increase the 

impact of the PACT EAC2 project were also pointed out, such as extending selected activities to other 

countries in the region.  

 

 

SPEAKER 
MS. FANTU FARRIS, EMBASSY OF SWEDEN, ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA 

Fantu Farris, Swedish Embassy, Addis Ababa, in her speech appreciated the achievements that CUTS and 

its partners have realized so far in PACT EAC2. She stated that Sida has adopted a new strategy that 

emphasizes inclusive growth, poverty reduction, and sustainable development which are relevant for PACT 

EAC2. The project has achieved significant milestones by concentrating on agro-processing and its 

relationship with climate change, trade and food security issues in the EAC. Scaling up the value chain from 

farming to agro-processing reduces poverty and Sida hopes that CUTS will contribute to this through its work 

in PACT2. Additionally, Sida hopes that PACT EAC2 will facilitate collection of the evidence and facts on the 

ground to support sound and coherent policies in agro-processing, trade, and climate change at all levels. 

 

 

SPEAKER 
HON. FRED MBIDDE MUKASA, CHAIR OF THE TRADE COMMITTEE, EAST AFRICAN 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (EALA) 

Hon. Fred Fred Mbidde Mukasa, Chair of the Trade Committee in the EALA Parliament, affirmed that EAC 

countries should build their industrial base through agro-processing to reduce reliance on foreign direct 



5    PACT EAC2 Regional Meeting 

 

investment (FDI). He noted that EAC states do not need FDI from countries to which they have direct market 

access. He called for adequate development of agro-processing through appropriate policies, facilities, 

infrastructure, and funding to boost trade in the region. Hon. Fred also urged the government of Uganda to 

increase budgetary allocations to the agricultural sector for agro-industrialization. He also stated that peace 

in the region should be improved to enhance agricultural production.  

 

 
 

SPEAKER 
HON. JESCA ERIYO, DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL FOR PRODUCTIVE AND SOCIAL 
SECTORS, EAC SECRETARIAT 

Hon. Jesca Eriyo, Deputy Secretary General for Productive and Social Sectors in the EAC Secretariat, in her 

speech emphasized the importance of developing trade in the region to alleviate dependence on Foreign 

Direct Investment (FDI). She noted that FDI-led development is characterized by several challenges that 

include capital flight, little technological transfer, investment in sectors that may not be of interest to national 

development, and employment of foreigners rather than locals. Thus, building a local industrial base through 

agro-processing is central to trade and economic growth in the EAC. Hon. Jesca Eryio also underscored the 

need to control pollution to prevent the adverse effects of climate change on the agricultural sector. She also 

urged EAC member states to ensure peace and security to boost trade and agricultural production. In her 

concluding remarks, Hon. Eryio called for increased citizen participation in the EAC integration process to 

ensure success.  

 
 

SPEAKER 
HON. WERIKHE KAFABUSA, MINISTER OF STATE FOR TRADE, UGANDA 

Hon. Werikhe Kafabusa, the Ugandan Minister of State for Trade, confirmed that the policy research and 

advocacy work done by CUTS and its partners during the first phase of PACT EAC has already influenced 

policies in the EAC, especially in Uganda. The minister affirmed that climate change affects trade and 

agriculture with direct implications for food security in Uganda and other EAC countries. He acknowledged 

the fact that adopting climate-aware trade policies is a key strategy for reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

(GHG), ensuring food security, and achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). Agriculture is the 

leading sector and source of employment in Uganda. However, it is vulnerable to climate change which 

affects production, thereby increasing poverty. Thus, the government of Uganda is ready to implement 

adaptation measures including supporting PACT EAC2 to alleviate the negative effects of climate change. 
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SESSION 1 

BREAKING POLICY SILOS 
WHERE DOES AGRO-PROCESSING MEET TRADE, CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND FOOD SECURITY? 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
Agro-processing development has been identified as a key strategy for promoting economic growth 

and food security in the East African Community (EAC) countries.  

This first sessions chaired by Lilian Awinja articulated ways through which agro-processing can be climate-

aware, trade-driven, and food security enhancing given the multi-pronged challenges facing the EAC. During 

this session, presentations were made by Dr. Oswald Mashindano on the first draft national study for 

Tanzania and Engineer Jennifer Gache of the EAC Secretariat.  

 

 

PRESENTATION 
DR. OSWALD MASHINDANO, TANZANIA PACT RESEARCHER 

Dr. Mashindano presented the findings of a study on agro-industrial development policies with a focus on 

climate, food security, and trade nexus in Tanzania. He stated that the agricultural sector in Tanzania is facing 

several challenges that include heavy reliance on rainfall for production, low technology absorption, limited 

agro-processing, poor infrastructure, and climate change. He observed that supportive policies, regulations, 

and monitoring systems will be needed if agro-processing is to be relied on to feed Tanzanians and the EAC 

in the midst of the vagaries of climate change. He noted that Tanzania has already adopted several policies 

to develop the agricultural and industrial sectors. However, the linkage between agro-processing, trade and 

climate change is not adequately addressed in the policies. Additionally, there are no strategies for tapping 

the potential spillover benefits/ opportunities arising from climate change. Further, that post-harvest losses 

are very high, especially in the horticulture sub-sector in Tanzania. However, climate change has created 

opportunities for growing tropical crops in the country. Given these findings the study calls for a review of 

existing policies to address emerging challenges in the agricultural sector. Other recommendations include 

building on the spillover benefits of climate change and creating awareness on the agriculture-trade-climate 

change linkage to enhance climate-aware agro-processing in the EAC.  

 

 

PRESENTATION 
ENG. JENNIFER GACHE, SENIOR INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER, EAC SECRETARIAT 

Eng. Gache’s presentation focused on agro-processing, climate change and food security in the EAC. Ms. 

Gache acknowledged the fact that ensuring food security in the EAC is facing several challenges that include 

low and unstable production due to over-reliance on rain-fed agriculture; low surface water storage per capita; 

inefficient utilization of water resources for agricultural production; low usage of agricultural production 

enhancing inputs such as fertilizers; and inadequate storage and processing facilities. The challenges facing 

agro-processing were identified as high post-harvest losses, low capacity utilization, narrow industrial/ export 

base, inadequate infrastructure, lack of evenly spread establishments, and weak financing of industrialization 

projects. She also noted that climate change is negatively affecting agro-processing because of the increased 

severity of extreme weather, inadequate flow of information on the adverse climate change impacts, 

prevalence of tropical human and animal trans-boundary diseases, and increased pressure on natural 

resources. The challenges facing trade include social unrest/ political instability, low producer prices, 

uncertainty in income flows due to price volatility, and inadequate infrastructure.  

Ms. Gache noted that although the EAC Secretariat has several policies and programs to promote agro-

processing and trade, there are a lot of gaps and issues that need to be addressed. These include policy 

incoherence with regard to agro-processing, trade, climate change, and food security; limited diversification 

of agricultural products grown, consumed and processed; insufficient supply of raw materials for processing; 

and lack of knowledge and implementation of sustainable practices to manage environmental resources. 

Other policy issues include insufficient involvement of small scale actors in agro value chains, growing of 
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non-drought resistant crops, lack of development of the region’s fertilizer usage/ processing and lack of 

forecasted plan on the regions’ demand for food in the coming decades.  

 

PLENARY DISCUSSION 

 

The participants suggested that the EAC should review existing agricultural, trade, and climate change 

policies to facilitate growth in the agro-processing sub-sector. This will help in eliminating duplication of 

policies and regulations that increase the cost of production. The participants affirmed that the EAC already 

has enough trade, climate change and agricultural policies. Thus, the focus should shift to implementation of 

the policies to develop agro-processing.  In this regard, the EAC should ask for the support that it requires 

from stakeholders including non-governmental organizations to achieve its mandate. Additionally, some 

participants pointed out that China is becoming a threat to EAC countries by exporting cheap products such 

as fish to the region. 
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SESSION 2 

UGANDA’S HORTICULTURE IN 
SPOTLIGHT  
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HIGHLIGHTS 
Uganda’s horticultural sub-sector is considered a priority area for agro-processing due to a number 

of factors. These include high women involvement, climate change, potential for direct consumption, 

and boosting the income basket of farmers.  

The second session, chaired by Moses Marwa of the EAC Secretariat, focused on the missing policy link 

with regard to making Uganda’s horticulture sub-sector more climate-aware, trade-driven and food security 

enhancing. During the session, presentations were made by Ms. Elizabeth Tamale on behalf of the Uganda 

PACT EAC2 research team and a business lady Ms. Dorothy Kimuli of Kims Chilli, Uganda.  

 

 

PRESENTATION 
MS. ELIZABETH TAMALE, UGANDA PACT 2 RESEARCHER 

Ms. Tamale presented a study entitled “Can agro-processing and trade feed East Africa despite climate 

change?” she underscored the fact that climate change affects agricultural production which in turn affects 

agro-processing. Commercialized horticulture requires heavy use of chemicals such as fertilizers and 

pesticides. However, in Uganda low levels of technology absorption and farming on small pieces of land are 

a hindrance to commercialization of horticultural crops production. Ms. Tamale stated that climate change 

affects horticulture production and agro-processing through increased pest/crop disease prevalence, quality 

issues such as aflatoxin contamination, and erratic weather patterns. The objective of Uganda’s trade policy 

is to improve the competitiveness of the country’s produce, exploit synergies, enhance market access, 

develop horticulture production and enhance agro-processing. However, the national trade policy is not clear 

on the effects of climate change on trade and the strategies to be taken.  

Addressing the negative effects of climate change requires adaptation measures such as diversification of 

household revenues by growing other non-horticultural crops, trading, and government funded extension 

services. The missing policy links include absence of an agro-processing policy, gaps in synergies, and 

inadequate coordination mechanism at the national level. Moreover, the effects of climate change on 

increased production and trade is not recognized, whereas the linkages between industrialization, climate 

change, the environment, food security, trade and gender are limited.  

 

 

PRESENTATION 
MS. DOROTHY KIMULI, KIMS CHILLI, UGANDA 

Ms. Kimuli’s presentation focused on the challenges and need for professionalism in Uganda’s horticulture 

(chili) sector. She affirmed that the government of Uganda recognizes the agricultural sector as the main 

source of economic development, poverty reduction, enhanced food security, and improved nutrition. 

Uganda is the second largest producer of fresh fruits and vegetables in Sub-Saharan Africa after Nigeria. In 

Uganda, the demand for fresh chili is strong in the export market. Processing of chili is a recent development 

in Uganda and is being done by several cottage industries that sell in the local and international markets. 

Limited awareness about chili processing is attributed to overemphasis of the importance of cash crops by 

the government, as well as, climate change which affect production.  

The factors affecting processing of chili include unguaranteed supply of raw materials, inconsistent quality of 

raw materials, unsupportive trading environment, and fluctuations in capsaicin levels in every production. 

Other challenges include technical barriers to trade, limited recognition of national quality standards in export 

markets, unstable prices, climate change, limited access to local distribution channels, and inadequate 

access to financing. Producers are responding to these challenges through adaptation measures such as 

engaging several suppliers, continuous production during favorable climatic conditions, improved storage, 

and improving competitiveness. In her conclusion, Ms. Kimuli called for preparation of an explicit national 
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agricultural policy, provision of irrigation services, development of agricultural technology infrastructure, and 

strengthening of extension services to boost agro-processing.  

 

 

PLENARY DISCUSSION 

 

The participants affirmed that information on climate change should be disseminated through appropriate 

channels to enable farmers adopt appropriate farming strategies. The EAC Secretariat was advised to protect 

small scale farmers from cheap imports from outside the EAC. Agro-processors were also urged to play an 

active role in formulation and implementation of relevant policies to make agro-processing development a 

success in the EAC. The participants also stressed the need to address gender issues when formulating 

trade and agricultural policies. Land grabbing, especially in Uganda was also pointed out as an issue that 

should be addressed in order to promote an all-inclusive agro-processing sector. 
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SESSION 3 

SECTORS FOR THE FUTURE 
FRUITS, PALM OIL, ROOTS, TUBERS, AND BANANAS 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
Chaired by Hon. Flavia Nabugere Munaaba, the third session discussed promising sectors that can 

become the backbone of thriving agro-processing in future in the EAC. During the session, research 

findings were presented by PACT EAC2 researchers from Kenya, Rwanda, and Burundi. 

  

 

 

PRESENTATION 
MS. GLORIA OTIENO, KENYA PACT EAC2 RESEARCHER 

Ms. Otieno presented a research paper on the topic “Agro-processing development policies: What nexus to 

climate, food security, and trade in Kenya?” She stated that the agricultural sub-sectors that are promising 

for agro-processing include cotton, tea, horticulture, leather, coffee, fish and cassava. Kenya’s agro-

industrialization and development policies integrate food security, livelihoods, and trade, but do not mention 

climate change and sustainable production to combat the effects of climate change. Gender issues are also 

not addressed. Trade policies integrate livelihoods, incomes, and food security issues, but do not integrate 

climate change concerns. Climate change policies integrate trade from a carbon trading perspective, 

advocates for a green economy, and promote clean energy. However, the policies are not linked to agro-

industrialization and gender issues. The policy gaps in Kenya include the need for an integrated agro-

industrialization policy that looks at backward and forward linkages between agriculture and climate change, 

as well as, the effects of agro-industrialization on increasing GHGs; need for trade policies to take into 

consideration issues of sustainable production; and include gender and youth issues.  

Regarding cassava, Ms. Otieno noted that the crop is mainly grown in Western, Nyanza and Coastal regions. 

Additionally, cassava is resilient/ adaptable to climate change. There are over 10 varieties of cassava being 

grown in Kenya and the crop contributes to food security and gender development. It also has potential for 

processing industrial products such as starch, fuel, and adhesives. Value addition is done on a small scale 

basis by groups of farmers through donor funding. Women are involved in 80% of value addition, whereas 

non-governmental organizations provide technical support. At the county level, cassava has been identified 

as a key crop for food security. However, there is need for financing large scale production and establishing 

industries for value addition.  

Banana was also identified as a key crop for food security, trade, and women employment. Over 165 varieties 

of banana are grown in over half of counties in Kenya. Though banana has a great potential for agro-

processing, it is not very adaptive to climate change. Value addition is done at very small scale levels, with 

women participating in 85% of the processes. There are a number of collaborators who support value 

addition. Additionally, there are plans to build a beer and wine industry. The constraints in the banana value 

chain include low financing, poor infrastructure, high transportation costs, lack of policies, strategies, and 

investments at the county level, climate change, and lack of technology and skills for production and 

processing.  

Ms Otieno concluded that investment in agro-processing and value addition is still low; there is low capacity 

due to technological constraints; policies and actors are not well integrated to address climate change, trade, 

and food security; youth are not involved in agro-processing; and women are highly involved. The policy 

issues to be addressed include policy coherence, financing investment, coordination of policy, research and 

development (R&D), and gender/ youth issues.  
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PRESENTATION 
MR. SEVERIN SINDAYIKENGERA, BURUNDI PACT EAC2 RESEARCHER 

Mr. Sindayikengera’s presentation focused on two agricultural sectors namely, fruits and palm oil in Burundi. 

Agro-processing in Burundi is still at an embryonic stage and a significant portion of the national budget is 

directed at increasing agro-pastoral production. The constraints to agro-processing include limited private 

sector investment, lack of technical support, limited access to bank credit, lack of packaging, slow transition 

from subsistence to commercial farming, and lack of an effective quality control mechanism. Processing is 

mainly done by one industrial unit and several cottage industries. Palm oil is used to produce several products 

which include palm nuts, brooms, palm kernel oil, organic manure, organic fertilizer, and heating material. 

Several policies have already been adopted by the government of Burundi to promote agriculture and trade. 

However, agro-processing and climate change issues are not integrated. The proposed interventions include 

effective implementation of existing policies, provision of technical support for policy review, capacity building 

for production, infrastructure development, and establishment of information/ database system for gathering 

and sharing information among stakeholders to boots agro-processing.  

 

 

PRESENTATION 
MR. JOHN BOSCO KANYANGOGA, RWANDA PACT2 RESEARCHER 

Mr. Kanyangoga’s presentation focused on the fruits and Irish potato sector in Rwanda. He affirmed that 

Rwanda has very few agro-processing industries. Thus, the country has embarked on introducing new seed 

varieties, fertilizers, and new technologies in order to boost agro-processing. There has been no reported 

impact of climate change on fruits and potatoes, apart from the general impact on food productivity. The 

reported general impacts include heavy rains/ long droughts that affect productivity and damage of transport 

infrastructure due to heavy rains. Trade plays an important role in the fruits and potato value chains by 

facilitating access to inputs and markets; profits provide incentives for increased production and income for 

households; and trade enhance access to fruits and potatoes among consumers. However, some local 

consumers believe that potato exports are responsible for the high prices in the domestic market. The 

government of Rwanda has adopted several policies to enhance agriculture and trade, but none is specific 

on fruits and potatoes. The adaptation actions that have been put in place include early warning system and 

weather forecasts; development of improved crop varieties; improved farming and agro-industrial 

technologies; and introduction of vegetable gardens at the household level. The missing policy links include 

the absence of an agro-processing policy and difficulties in coordinating several policies to address agro-

processing issues.  

 

 

PLENARY DISCUSSION 

 

The participants underscored the need to review existing policies to enable EAC countries to address the 

negative effects of climate change on agricultural production and agro-processing. Of particular importance 

is implementation of policies that already exist to ensure sustainability in production. The participants also 

called for incorporation of indigenous farming strategies that are still popular in most EAC countries to 

increase production. The quality standards should also be improved at the national level to enhance market 

access and prevent negative health effects. Additionally, policies that promote the use of local raw materials 

such as cassava in production should be enacted to enhance agro-processing.   

 



15    PACT EAC2 Regional Meeting 

 

SESSION 4 

WHERE ARE MULTILATERAL TRADE 
RULES HEADED? 
A DISCUSSION WITH EAST AFRICAN NEGOTIATORS TO THE 
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
For agro-processing to grow into a job-generating industry, trade policies should help ensure the 

availability of inputs despite climate change, markets for the processed products and access to 

cleaner technologies. The role of international trade negotiations in framing the policy space for such 

policies should not be overlooked.  

During this session chaired by Dr. Joy Kategekwa, Head of UNCTAD’s Regional Office for Africa, participants 

were appraised by their Geneva-based delegates about current work in WTO negotiations since last year’s 

Ministerial Conference of the WTO held in Nairobi, Kenya. Delegates on the panel included Rabson Wanjala, 

First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Kenya in Geneva; Michael Wamai, First Secretary, Permanent Mission 

of Uganda in Geneva; and Elia Mtweve, Trade Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Tanzania in Geneva. 

LEARNING LESSONS FROM THE NAIROBI MINISTERIAL 

Reflecting about the last WTO ministerial conference, Rabson Wanjala of the Kenyan mission in Geneva 

advised that the preparatory process in Geneva should clear most issues in the future. In this regard, there 

is need for political intervention during the preparatory phase. Nevertheless, the Nairobi ministerial 

conference did bring outcomes for LDCs, e.g. in the areas of cotton, services and rules of origin (RoO). There 

is need to build on these outcomes, and to address remaining DDA issues. For instance, as pointed out by 

Mr. Elia Mtweve of Tanzania, WTO members should now notify their RoOs this September. This is expected 

to provide more clarity for LDCs’ businesses to about their market access conditions.  

More generally, it was noted that there has been no shortage of decisions taken for LDCs, but these have 

had mixed results as developing countries take time to adjust and need capacity for benefitting and 

implementing decisions.  

TOWARDS 2017: ISSUES OF INTEREST FOR EAST AFRICA 

The panel also reflected on possible issues to be considered at the next WTO ministerial conference (MC11) 

set for 2017, particularly those of interest for East African countries. According to the delegates, such issues 

could include:  

 Domestic subsidies: reducing such subsidies in agriculture provided by some WTO members is 

a key priority for developing countries, who often don’t have the means to launch such programmes 

and can therefore not compete. According to Mr. Wamai citing an ICTSD study, the removal of 

domestic subsidies on cotton would lower world cotton prices by 70%. As of today, members seem 

ready to limit such subsidies to at least current levels. However, the majority of developing countries 

may want a more ambitious outcome and it is therefore not yet clear what exactly would be 

considered at MC11.  

 Public food stockholding: while the next ministerial may address this issue which is of interest to 

some developing countries, most LDCs do not having such programmes at the moment and may 

therefore be prevented to launch the same  in the future.  

 Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM): Ministers at the last conference (MC10) directed members 

to address this issue at MC11.  

WILL MC11 INCLUDE NEW ISSUES? 

In addition, some new issues are emerging which could be included in the MC11 agenda. In particular, 

interest over e-commerce has intensified over the past few months with support from several developing 

countries. But this issue is a challenge for LDCs since they have no policies in this area and may find 

themselves tied by restrictive disciplines that may hamper the development of the sector.  

SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT 

Sharing their views about the kind of Special and Differential (SND) treatment sought by EAC countries at 

the WTO, delegates recalled that LDCs enjoy transition periods, e.g. for generic medicines or to promote 
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infant industries. While developing countries with different levels of development should not get the same 

preferences, excluding members from the category of “developing countries” would not be acceptable.  

 

 

PLENARY DISCUSSION 

 
During the ensuing discussions with the audience, the following main issues were addressed:  

 Information exchange: It was noted that there is a disjoint between the Geneva process and 

capitals, which is critical especially in the run up to ministerial conferences.  In addition, need data 

and statistics on all negotiating issues to support the negotiations. Another participant also pointed 

out that negotiators typically lack direct information from end users on the ground. Conversely, 

stakeholders on the ground need to be updated on what is happening at the WTO, so they can take 

advantage of decisions taken.  

 New issues: A participant wondered why EAC countries were not proponents of some of the so-

called “New Issues”, since some of them may be important areas for development. In this regard, 

delegates explained that seeking international cooperation on these issues is more in EAC countries’ 

interest than negotiating them at the WTO which might tie them to multilateral rules and limit policy 

space. 

 Coordination across negotiating fora: There was interest in knowing how Africa coordinates its 

positions in WTO negotiations, as well as the interface of ongoing mega-regionals and regional 

integration initiatives with multilateral trade talks. For instance, a participant recalled that a 

Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) is being negotiated in Africa, where some so-called “new 

issues” like investment and competition policy are considered. In this regard, Geneva-based 

delegates advised extreme caution. In their view, this may lead to a risky situation where Africa would 

find itself negotiating a mega-regional on issues they have been fighting in Geneva. Particular 

concern was shared over giving expropriation rights, private disputes and “fair and equitable 

treatment” provisions etc. 
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SESSION 5 

HOW CAN THE PARIS CLIMATE 
AGREEMENT HELP IN PRACTICE? 
BRIEFING BY CLIMATE NEGOTIATORS 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
As trade negotiations frame trade policy, climate talks at the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC) influence what is in EAC countries’ emergency kit to cope with 

climate change and its effects on agriculture.  

During this session, two climate negotiators from the region briefed the meeting participants about the Paris 

Agreement implementation, as well as the way forward for EAC countries going to the 22nd Conference of 

Parties (COP) of the UNFCCC. The session was chaired by Julian Mwesigye. 

 

 

PRESENTATION 
MICHAEL OCHIENG’ OKUMU, CLIMATE CHANGE DIRECTORATE, MINISTRY OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES, KENYA 

Along with presenting a brief background on the Paris Agreement and the National Determined 

Contributions (NDCs), he also pointed out the agreement’s relevance to agro-processing. He also 

mentioned the issues relating to agriculture under the UNFCC negotiations / agreements. On the road to 

Marrakech, Mr Okumu was suggesting to negotiate the implementation of a web-based platform for 

information sharing, and mechanisms for supporting agriculture for food security and economic 

transformation of Africa. 

According to him, agro-processing in EAC can benefit from accessing international climate financing, which 

could assist them in addressing both mitigation and adaptation issues. For instance, through the Green 

Climate Fund, US $100 Billion per year is expected (from 2020); more after 2025 for developing countries.  

 

 

PRESENTATION 
RENILDE NDAYISHIMIYE, DG IGEBU AND NATIONAL FOCAL POINT UNFCCC, BURUNDI 

Her presentation was mainly focused on the Ad-Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement (APA), and 

the actions to be taken within the APA before the COP22. She emphasized that it is not only the role and 

responsibility of developed countries to ratify the agreement and tackle climate change. Developing 

countries, including Africa, must implement the Paris Agreement. 

Agriculture is a very challenging domain to negotiate. Ms Ndayishimiye affirmed that agricultural experts 

are not very well represented in the discussions.  

Before opening the floor for questions and remarks, a CSO representative made a presentation on some 

Existing EAC Climate Adaptation initiatives in Agriculture and Agro-Processing.  

 

 

PRESENTATION 
ROBERT MUTHAMI, ADVOCACY AND NETWORKING OFFICER, PAN-AFRICAN CLIMATE 
JUSTICE ALLIANCE (PACJA) 

Mr Muthami presented three agricultural initiatives implemented in the EAC region to adapt to climate 

change (i.e. Agroforestry (improved fallow system) in Kenya, Ethiopia, Tanzania; Compost and organic 

manure in Tanzania, Kenya and Ethiopia; and Organic agriculture in Kenya). 

As Marrakech is called the implementation COP, he reflected on the possible entry points to ensure 

effective adaptation measures in agriculture. He suggested that policy makers at national and local level 

should integrate the issue of agro processors into the NDCs implementation plans. Mr Muthami strongly 

encourage the EAC negotiators to take advantage of proposals’ development to make sure agri-processing 

challenges are taken into account at the UNFCCC level.  

 



PACT EAC2 Regional Meeting    20 

 

 

 

 

PLENARY DISCUSSION 

 

Some participants affirmed that the current biggest problem is the gap between what is agreed during the 

negotiations, and the implementation actions. There is a lack of translation by government of the 

agreements into concrete environmental actions at local level.  

It was emphasised that, as Africa, African Union negotiators (including EAC) need to make sure of what 

they are proposing and trying to achieve, to be able to compete with other proposals.  

Few participants expressed their concerns about the legal status of the Paris Agreement that is not legally 

binding. However, negotiators said that “an agreement is an agreement”, and if ratified you have to 

implement it. EAC Secretariat is following up with the different cabinets and parliaments, advocating to 

make them ratify.  

A participant wondered if PACJA, when implementing the climate adaptation initiative presented by Mr 

Muthami, has made efforts to bring the ministers and all stakeholders at county level to ensure local 

involvement and sustainability of the initiative. Those efforts were made, and PACJA is working closely with 

the county government (i.e. participation in the climate policy making process, collaboration to ensure 

allocation of necessary funding).  

When the NDCs were being submitted, it was often submitted in a hurry. There will be opportunity to review 

them every 5 year. It will be critical to align the INDCs with national policies, plans and programmes. The 

issue of financing will remain critical for NDCs to be fully implemented, it is hence important to not only 

depend on external donors, and finance it at national level as well.   
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SESSION 6 

AND YOU, WHO CAN YOU PARTNER 
WITH? 
A NETWORING SIDE ACTIVITY 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
During this session moderated by Julien Grollier, Programme Officer, CUTS International Geneva, 

participants were encouraged to interact towards identifying opportunities for joint collaboration. 

After being trained about some of the online tools available under the PACT EAC2 project, such as 

discussion forums, they engaged in group discussions where they identified potential areas of 

collaboration.   

 

 

 

TRAINING ON ONLINE TOOLS 
JULIEN GROLLIER, PROGRAMME OFFICER, CUTS INTERNATIONAL GENEVA 

In his introductory presentation, Julien Grollier recalled that agro-processing links a variety of players, ranging 

from producers and processors along the value chain to policy makers and scientists. Uplifting it will only 

happen when these diverse stakeholders start coming together. This is why the PACT EAC2 project aims to 

encourage and support initiatives stakeholders may want to jointly undertake with other players. Already, 

project online forums are in place to connect you to others. Mr. Grollier provided the audience with a short 

training on how to use these online tools, including: (i) project website; (ii) subscribing to the mailing list for 

regular updates; (iii) providing feedback to project team; and (iv) registering, posting and replying on the five 

online forums. Finally, he explained the proceedings for the ensuing discussions in focus groups. 

 

 

DISCUSSIONS IN FOCUS GROUPS 

 

These focus group discussions aimed to help participants better know each other and how they work on 

climate change, food security, trade and agro-processing issues, so as to identify potential opportunities to 

collaborate. Introducing the activity, Julien Grollier informed that the PACT EAC2 project will stand ready to 

facilitate the realisation of such joint activities. He said that, for instance: (i) government may collaborate with 

academia and scientists to develop appropriate regulations; (ii) trade negotiators may collaborate with 

advocacy NGOs to support their case in international negotiations, or with research institutions to get 

supporting data etc. 

Discussions resulted in a number of ideas for collaboration among participants. For example, Elia Mtweve of 

the Tanzania Mission to the WTO in Geneva envisioned a possible collaboration with EABC on awareness 

raising to businesses so they can appropriately take advantage of recent WTO decisions on Rules of Origin 

as well as services.  Also, Hon. Jesca Eriyo, Deputy Secretary General, EAC Secretariat, considered a 

possible collaboration with ESRF to carry out detailed studies on priority value addition sectors towards the 

implementation of the EAC industrialisation Policy. The complete summary table of collaboration ideas 

proposed by participants can be found in Annex 1 of this report. 
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SESSION 7 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR PACT EAC2? 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
In this session chaired by Peter Kiuluku, Executive Director of the Trade Policy Training Centre in 

Africa (trapca), participants discussed the way forward for the PACT EAC2 project.  

 

 

 

PRESENTATION 
JULIAN MUKIIBI, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, CUTS INTERNATIONAL, GENEVA 

The work plan for 2016-2017 was presented by Julian Mukiibi, CUTS Geneva. He mentioned that the aim of 

the current work plan is to facilitate better understanding of how agro-processing can be more climate-aware, 

trade driven and food security enhancing. The work plan is also expected to improve stakeholders’ ability to 

contribute to policy change and dialogue. PACT 2 will provide the EAC delegates to the WTO and UNFCCC 

with the evidence/ information required for effective negotiations. The project will build on the work done in 

phase 1 with a focus on research and networking to inform policy advocacy work. The project will also 

promote interactions among stakeholders across key issue areas to improve their understanding. The risks 

that should be addressed include stakeholder turnover, administrative overload, and political instability in 

some EAC countries. Existing opportunities include the possibility of extending or replicating the project in 

adjacent countries or RECs such as IGAD. The visibility and impact of PACT EAC 2 can increase the demand 

for replication in the larger region. Research findings will be disseminated regularly through short papers, 

media presence, and online discussions with stakeholders to provide information about policy options.  

 

 

PRESENTATION 
LESLIE DEBORNES, ASSISTANT PROGRAMME OFFICER, CUTS INTERNATIONAL, GENEVA 

Leslie Debornes, CUTS Geneva, provided an overview of the upcoming training activities. She stated that 

the main objective of the training activities is to improve the understanding and capacity of relevant 

stakeholders in each of the EAC countries on climate change, food security, and trade linkages with agro-

processing. The trainings will be based on five principles that include need based, holistic, demand driven, 

collaborative, and sensitivity to language. Model 1 and 2 will focus on issue and institution analysis 

respectively. Model 3 and 4 will focus on policy analysis and simulation exercises respectively.  

 

 

SPEAKER 
ENDELKACHEW SIME, SECRETARY GENERAL ETHIOPIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Mr. Endelkachew Sime, Secretary General Ethiopia Chamber of Commerce made a presentation on agro-

processing in Ethiopia. He affirmed that agro-processing should be more climate aware, trade driven and 

food security enhancing to ensure sustainable development and industrialization. The government of 

Ethiopia in collaboration with other stakeholders such as the Chamber of Commerce is building industrial 

parks for agro-processing. The project involves constructing eco-parks for sectors such as agro-processing, 

leather and leather products, textile and apparel, and pharmaceuticals. The project aims at reducing agro-

processing ecological footprint through strategies such as use of renewable energy and waste water 

treatment. Agro-processing is promoted through pro-investment policies, improved business environment 

and stakeholder involvement in policy dialogue. He also pointed to potential synergies between the PACT 

EAC2 project and the needs of Ethiopian stakeholders for making agro-processing more climate-aware, 

trade driven and food security enhancing.
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CLOSING  

CLOSING SESSION 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
The closing session was addressed by key guests who participated in this meeting.  

 

 

SPEAKER 
AMB. NATHAN IRUMBA. CHIEF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SEATINI UGANDA 

Ambassador Irumba, SEATINI Uganda stated that the discussions about the linkages between agro-

processing and climate change, trade, and food security are timely given the environment and development 

challenges prevailing in the EAC. He affirmed that the main problem in the EAC is the fact that stakeholders 

including policy makers are working in silos. Therefore, it is important to harmonize policies to make agro-

processing climate aware, trade driven, and food security enhancing. Amb. Irumba called for improved 

capacity building, sharing knowledge, and strengthening partnerships among stakeholders to make PACT 

EAC2 a success. 

 

 

SPEAKER 
HON. JESCA ERIYO, DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL FOR PRODUCTIVE AND SOCIAL 
SECTORS, EAC SECRETARIAT 

Hon. Jesca Eriyo, Deputy Secretary General for Productive and Social Sectors, EAC Secretariat, stated that 

the EAC supports PACT 2. She appreciated the partnership between CSOs and governments (EAC and 

National governments) in policy making processes. Governments are increasingly considering CSOs as 

strategic partners who provide valuable contributions to policy making processes. Additionally, Hon. Eriyo 

affirmed that transformation to agro-processing is needed to create jobs and increase incomes in the EAC 

region. She urged EAC governments to take advantage of the trade opportunities in the proposed CFTA and 

the SADC-COMESA-EAC tripartite agreement to promote development, especially through agro-processing.  

 

 

SPEAKER 
H.E MR. CHRISTOPHER ONYANGA APARR, AMBASSADOR AND PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE OF UGANDA TO THE UN AND OTHER IGOS IN GENEVA 

The closing remarks were made by the guest of honour, H.E Mr. Christopher Onyanga Aparr, Ambassador 

and Permanent Representative of Uganda to the UN, WTO and other International Organizations in Geneva. 

Ambassador Aparr stated that RAM1 was an important event since several topics were covered with critical 

analysis. He noted that the level of agro-industrialization is low in the EAC despite the existence of several 

policies in this regard. Agro-industrialization is needed to promote rapid development, job creation, and food 

security in the EAC. This calls for harmonization of agro-industrialization policies to make them 

implementable. Ambassador Aparr also noted that the Paris Agreement is not perfect despite the fact that it 

spells out several measures for reducing climate change. EAC countries, therefore, should identify the 

benefits of implementing the agreement. He also called for innovation and research to enable EAC countries 

to cope with climate change through appropriate technologies. PACT 2 is, thus, important for bridging the 

knowledge gap among stakeholders concerning agro-processing, food security, trade, and climate change 

nexus. Additionally, he urged EAC negotiators to resolve the trade challenges in the region such as the rules 

of origin.  
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ANNEX 1 

STAKEHOLDER IDEAS FOR JOINT ACTIVITIES 
 

 UGANDA 1 

 
SUGGESTED BY PARTNER ACTIVITY TYPE TOPIC OBJECTIVES MY ROLE  PARTNER ROLE 

POTENTIAL PACT 

EAC2 SUPPORT 

1 Uganda Parliamentarian Forum on 

Food Security, Population and 

Development (UPFFSPD) 

Wobulenu Farmers 

District Association 

Training farmers on 

basic agronomic 

practices 

Community 

enhancement 

programme through 

agriculture 

Building self-sustainability 

through farming 

Training, Follow-up Mobilisation, 

Follow-up 

Funding 

2 Kilimo Trust, Dr. Birungi Konetaro CUTS International Publication, validation 

workshop 

How can the EAC take 

advantage of 

Agrecological 

sustainability to 

enhance Trade? 

Validate the findings, 

identify group to improve 

the research, identify policy 

areas with synergies and 

continue collaboration. 

Convene the meeting 

initially 

Identify 

participants, 

participate in the 

events 

Provide event platform 

3 Robert Bakiika Green Peace | CCD Advocacy and lobbying 

on Climate Change 

Evidence for 

Community-based 

adaptation 

Inform decision-making on 

climate adaptation ; 

Improved adaptation 

interventions at community 

level 

Community 

identification and 

mobilisation 

Community 

engagement in 

advocacy 

Documentation, 

financial support 

4 Christine Kando (U. Nat. Farm. 

Fed), Makato ? 

Youth Plus Uganda Lobby, advocacy, 

research (Policy review 

and analysis, capacity 

building) 

Advocate for a 

favourable 

environmental policy 

on issues that affect 

farmers’ success 

Address issues faced by 

small farmers in the bid to 

improve their production 

and productivity 

Collaborating with 

policy-makers to 

engage them in 

advocacy 

Conduct farmers’ 

needs assessment 

Continue our 

engagement in policy 

processes on issues 

related to policy levl 

agricultural 

development 

5 Dorothy Kimuli, D&M Group Ltd. Amb. Onyanga Aparr, 

Uganda Mission in 

Geneva 

Negotiating regulations 

to do with branding, 

patents and trademarks 

in WIPO 

Intellectual Property 

Rights (IPRs) 

Safeguarding products 

from infringement rights 

and quality 

Owner of product Ensure that 

registration of 

interests are 

effected 

Visibility on website, 

events and information 

dissemination. 
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6 Christine Kaaya, Parliamentary 

Forum on Climate Change 

CCD Popularisation of the 

process for passing of 

the Climate Change Bill 

Sensitization of 

Climate Change Policy 

by the parliament to 

develop the Climate 

Change Bill 

To grant the deliberation of 

the Climate Change Bill on 

the floor of parliament with 

an informed point of view. 

Mobilise MPs; 

Discuss cabinet 

papers 

Prepare 

discussion papers 

Funding side 

orientation of members 

in the provisions and 

implementation of the 

bill. 

7 John Oprung, MoTU Dorothy Kimuli Training of Workers Business Promote every worker’s 

self-reliance and have a 

side income for their family  

Mobilise members   

8 George Kirabira, Wobulenzi 

Farmers’ Development Association 

Bridget Mugambe, 

AFSA 

Seed ownership 

(indigenous) and food 

security 

Community 

empowerment over 

their food preferences 

Sensitisation for farmers’ 

appreciation of their 

preference in what they 

grow for their consumption. 

Sensitization; 

Training 

Support visits; 

sensitization over 

policies 

Farmers’ backups for 

value addition and 

storage construction 

9 Lwango Brian Muteesa Green Peace Africa Training Youth in climate 

change discourse 

To bring out a new 

generation on youth 

negotiator 

Mobilise the Youth  Raise the resource  

 
SUGGESTED BY PARTNER ACTIVITY TYPE TOPIC OBJECTIVES MY ROLE  PARTNER ROLE 

POTENTIAL PACT 

EAC2 SUPPORT 

10 Fredrick Kasozi, MTIC EASSI Training CBTAs ; 

Providing information to 

TIDs 

Strengthening Border 

Posts 

To enable them appreciate 

the importance of trading 

through the gazetted point 

Provide training, 

information, repair 

equipment 

Mobilise 

participants, 

disseminate 

information ; 

Provide 

information desks 

at resource centre. 

Training on post-

harvest handling, 

consumer protection 

11 Christine Mbatuusa, EMIL Churches Together for 

Justice and 

Development 

Awareness-creation, 

advocacy, stakeholder 

engagement 

Climate Change for 

Food Security 

To create awareness on 

climate change adaptation 

at the lower rural level. 

Policy advocacy; 

coordinate 

awareness campaign; 

provide research 

evidence on climate 

change adaptation 

Advocacy, 

capacity building, 

sensitisation 

Funding CB platform 

on climate change 

adaptation 

12  Environmental 

Management for 

Livelihood Improvement 

Climate adaptation 

through the climate 

change learning 

engagement 

Climate change 

adaptation highlighting 

the role of Gender 

Close the gap between 

gender and climate change 

and identify the role of 

gender in climate change 

adaptation 

Mobilizing public ; 

disseminate 

information ; provide 

the platforms 

Coordinate 

partners ; provide 

information ; 

facilitate 

Facilitation and 

capacity building 

workshops ; 

information 

dissemination ; 

technical support 
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13 Regina Kayoyo, Food Rights 

Alliance 

Uganda Mission in 

Geneva, UMA, EASSI, 

iSER 

Full project on social 

corporate responsibility 

in Soroti – East Uganda 

Social responsibility in 

Soroti – East Uganda ; 

Capacity building for 

Soroti Farmers in trade 

areas 

Improving CSR for better 

food security in Eastern 

Uganda ; Revamping 

Trade initiatives in Eastern 

Uganda ; Training and 

sensitizing on standards in 

the trade sector 

Audience, 

membership 

Technical 

expertise  

- 

14  Uganda Manufacturers 

Association 

Business and Human 

rights project 

Corporate 

Accountability 

 Research and 

advocacy ; roundtable 

  

15 Hon. Flavia Nabugere Munaaba, 

Glomic Foundation 

Uganda Manufacturers 

Association (UMA) 

Establishment of Agri-

business park 

Industrialisation and 

agro-processing 

Help smallholder farmers 

add value to agricultural 

produce 

Mobilizing, skiil 

building and capacity 

Information on 

machinery and 

workforce skills 

Trade linkages, 

technology, visibility 

16  CUTS International Awarenerss-raising Private sector 

awareness of the EPA 

negotiations and 

impact 

To brainstorm and create 

an awareness of the EPA 

EAC Negotiations, and its 

impact for businesses 

Provide venue, 

publicity, event 

coordination 

Presentations, 

research, 

publication 

Event funding 

17         

 

 BURUNDI AND RWANDA 

 
SUGGESTED BY PARTNER ACTIVITY TYPE TOPIC OBJECTIVES MY ROLE  PARTNER ROLE 

POTENTIAL PACT 

EAC2 SUPPORT 

1  MINICOM, Agriculteurs, 

ACORD Rwanda 

 Agro-processing, trade 

and marketing 

Analysing and improving 

products ; Obtaining 

international certifications 

Provide venue ; 

information 

dissemination 

Financial support 

and 

accommodation 

 

2 Renilde  Ndayishimiye 

Directrice générale et point focal 

national  Institut géographique du 

Burundi (IGEBU), Burundi 

MINAGRI, CNTA Capacity building and 

developing a joint 4-year 

project  

Integrating agro-

processing and trade 

in climate change 

issues on the ground 

(in practice) 

Develop and implement a 

4-year project ; Revise and 

improve policies and 

strategies for trading 

processed products 

Participants,  

Expertise in Climate 

change and data 

Financial support, 

printings and 

information 

dissemination 

Financial support, 

expertise-sharing ; 

support in approaching 

donors for the project; 

Facilitate the 

participation of 2 

delegates in 

UNFCCC/COP 

sessions. 
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3  Ministry of Trade Quality Control Analysis of processed 

products and capacity 

building 

Help in conservation of 

agricultural produce 

Analysis, monitoring, 

advice 

  

4 ACORD Rwanda FUCORIRWA  Rice stockholding and 

warrantage ; post-

harvest losses 

Build on best practices in 

the rice sector: Linking 

trade policy to 

implementation and 

interests of smallholder 

farmers 

Minimise post-harvest 

losses through improved 

infrastructure 

 Collect rice 

production and 

stock 

Training, organising 

dialogues, facilitating 

consultants for 

capitalisation 

5 Godefroid Manirankunda, ADIR Ministry of Trade of 

Burundi 

Analysis and 

development of policies 

and negotiating 

strategies in the contact 

of the Burundi Trade 

and Industrialization 

Policy 

National Trade and 

Industrialization Policy 

; WTO/EPA 

Negotiations 

Revision and update ; 

information on partnership ; 

Negotiating skills 

Contribution Organisation Technical information, 

documentation, 

support in approaching 

donors 

6 Lambert Ciza, TraidLinks Anitha 

NSHIMIRIMANA. 

MINICOM 

Fostering interest of 

investors in areas of 

packaging and 

certification 

Investment Policy Identify potential investors; 

Develop an incentive plan ; 

Facilitate business 

7creation and registration ; 

Improve branding of 

processed Burundi 

products 

Identify investors ; 

Encourage 

businesses to adopt 

professional branding 

Develop an 

incentive plan ; 

Facilitate 

establishment of 

Businesses in 

Burundi  

Assist in linking with 

potential investors ; 

visibility of initiative. 

 

 TANZANIA 

 
SUGGESTED BY PARTNER ACTIVITY TYPE TOPIC OBJECTIVES MY ROLE  PARTNER ROLE 

POTENTIAL PACT 

EAC2 SUPPORT 

1 Lilian Awinja, EABC CUTS International Project on Competition 

issues within EAC 

Common Market (Policy 

+ legal framework) + 

Advocacy 

Competition in the 

EAC: Assessing the 

environment and 

business enablers. 

To intensify dialogue on the 

issues of competition and 

business environment 

Convene private 

sector ; Stakeholder 

input ; planning 

dialogue with policy 

makers 

Research ; Co-

organising the 

meeting 

Develop joint proposal ; 

Publishing cross-

cutting notes ; Joint 

advocacy ; Awareness 

& visibility ; Contacts 
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2 Elia Mtweve, Tanzania Mission to 

the WTO in Geneva 

Lilian Awinja, EABC Awareness raising RoO, Services Waiver To ensure the business 

sector in the EAC region 

takes an advantage of the 

decisions adopted at the 

WTO. 

Prepare all the 

relevant materials ;  

Coordinate 

stakeholders and 

conference venue; 

disseminate 

information 

Facilitation and 

meeting venue ; 

Consider partnership 

of UNCTAD in this 

initiative. 

3 Uganda Horticultural Association EABC Policy advocacy and 

review project 

Streamlining and 

harmonising the 

registration 

procedures for 

agricultural inputs 

To review the registration 

procedures for agricultural 

inputs in the EAC ; 

Harmonising and 

streamlining the 

procedures 

Identify the key 

constraints of the 

registration 

procedures 

Bring together 

stakeholders  

Provide meeting 

platform, review the 

policy position paper 

4 Vivian Kazi, ESRF EABC 1. Participate in the EAC 

Business and 

Entrepreneurship 

Forum  

2. Roll out the Tanzania 

study on Mitumba at 

regional level in the 

EAC.  

EAC Mitumba 

(second-hand clothing 

and footwear) phase 

out study 

Undertake a Regional 

Study on EAC Mitumba 

Phase out which will 

promote regional 

producers of textile and 

garment sector and agro-

processing at large.  

Advisory services ; 

Provide Policy 

recommendations 

Will act as a 

facilitator into this 

project. 

Provide event platform, 

contacts and visibility. 

5 Primi Mmasi, Ministry of Industry, 

Trade and investment 

EAC Secretariat (J. 

Gache, J. Eriyo) 

Collaborating in 

harmonising SME, 

Trade and Agro-

processing policies of 

Partner States into a 

single EAC Policy 

Agro-processing To create an enabling and 

conducive business 

environment for SMEs and 

Agro-processing sector to 

thrive. 

Reviewing Trade, 

SME and Agriculture 

Marketing Policies. 

Harmonizing those 

policies into a 

single EAC Policy 

with an Action Plan 

Produce event 

programme for policy 

review and 

harmonization. 

6 Hon. Jesca Eriyo, EAC Secretariat ESRF Carry out detailed 

studies on priority 

industrial/value addition 

sectors, investment in 

the EAC. 

Implementation of 

EAC industrialisation 

Policy (summit 

directives) 

Include ESRF in the on-

going studies for Textile, 

Leather and Automotive 

Industry in the EAC ; Carry-

out further studies in the 

EAC 

Coordination of 

Programme ; Identify 

Partners ; Present 

Findings to Council of 

Ministers. 

Cooperation ; 

Preparation of 

ToRs ; Joint 

resource 

mobilisation 

Technical and 

Financial support ; 

resource mobilisation ; 

present findings to 

stakeholders. 

7 Daniel Asher, CUTS Nairobi ESRF, EABC Awareness and 

advocacy on food losses 

and safety in dairy and 

horticulture (share 

studies) 

Dairy and Horticulture: 

Food losses and safety 

To address the challenge 

of food losses and safety in 

dairy and horticulture 

Research and 

advocacy in Kenya 

ESRF: Research 

in Tanzania 

EABC: Advocacy 

and awareness-

raising 

Commission studies 

(CUNs) on this issue. 
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 KENYA 

 
SUGGESTED BY PARTNER ACTIVITY TYPE TOPIC OBJECTIVES MY ROLE  PARTNER ROLE 

POTENTIAL PACT 

EAC2 SUPPORT 

1 Booker Owuor, Cereal Grower 

Association 

CUTS International Publication Publishing Climate-

related information for 

Farmers 

To repackage climate 

information in a way that 

farmers can understand. 

This will help them practice 

climate-smart agriculture 

for better production.  

 Facilitating 

publication 

Document review and 

visibility 

2 African Women Agribusiness 

Network (AWAN) 

Fantu Farris, Sida Capacity building of 

EAC rules, standards, 

regulations for women 

businesses 

EAC rules, standards, 

regulations 

To enable women 

businesses access the 

EAC market with their 

value-added products ; 

Trade facilitation ; B2B 

Regional Trade Fair and 

Networking ; Networking 

B2B 

Convene the Women 

who will participate in 

the training ; 

custodian of research 

findings, reporting and 

M&E ; communicating 

on internet and 

WhatsApp 

Financial 

Facilitation ; 

Technical Know-

how through 3rd 

party like a 

university 

Event platform; 

contacts; research 

information ;  

3 Gloria Otieno, Researcher CUTS, Sida, Trapca Research and capacity 

development 

Trade and climate 

change capacity 

building and research 

Tarde and development ; 

climate change 

Provide research and 

capacity building 

Funding and 

opportunities 

Opportunities 

4 Robert Muthami, PACJA CUTS International  Strengthening 

Advocacy on trade and 

climate change issues ; 

Joint fundraising 

Strengthening 

Advocacy on trade and 

climate change issues 

To build the capacity of 

East African Civil Society 

on trade and climate 

change issues; To 

leverage the strengths of 

each other. 

Provide Expertise on 

climate change 

Provide expertise 

on trade 

Technical support 

5 Michael Okumu, Ministry of 

Environment and Natural 

Resources, Climate Change 

Directorate 

Trapca, AWA, CC for 

Gender development, 

CGA, Biodiversity, Sida 

Capacity Building Capacity Building on 

Climate Change  

Awareness creation for the 

implementation of INDCs 

(UNFCCC) and NCCAP 

Capacity support  Networking, linking Coordination, linkages 

and capacity building 

6 Robert O. Okoth, Ministry of 

Industry, Trade and Cooperatives, 

Kenya 

Peter Kiuluku, Trapca Training and Capacity 

Building for trade 

development officers 

 Capacity building for policy 

analysis, review and 

development 

Identify and sponsor 

suitable officers for 

training 

Training provision 

through tailor-

made courses 

Needs assessment 

and cost sharing 

7 Justus Levi, Kenya Small-scale 

Farmers Forum (KESSF)  

CUTS Nairobi Advocacy and capacity 

building of grassroots 

community 

Climate Change 

(renewable energy), 

food safety and value 

addition 

Capacity building and 

enhancing networking 

Provision of 

grassroots networks 

Introduction to 

external partners 

and systems 

Technical and social 
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8 Rabson Wanjala, Mission of Kernya 

to the WTO in Geneva 

Sida Capacity Building Trade facilitation Understand the 

implications of the WTO 

Trade facilitation 

agreement 

Identifying 

participants 

Provide resources 

for a workshop 

Provide experts 

9 Ethiopian Chamber of Commerce Trapca Training (short term) Tbd Capacity building Identify the needs Provide special 

packages 

Coordination 

 

 


