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Sectors for the Future: Can Agro-
Processing and Trade Feed East Africa 
Despite Climate Change? 

 
August 8-9, 2016 | Silver Springs Hotel, Kampala, Uganda 

 
This regional meeting will review recent policy research on how agro-

processing can become more climate-aware, trade-driven and food 

security enhancing in East Africa through more coherent policies. 

Spotlight will be on key promising sectors, and how to best leverage 

current multilateral trade and climate negotiations for boosting agro-

processing. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The still infant agro-processing industry in East Africa has been earmarked 

as having huge potential for poverty reduction, growth and regional 

integration. The region’s success in realising this potential will partly depend 

on its ability to factor in the ever-increasing challenges posed by climate 

change, and work in synergy with its own trade agenda. 

 
In an ideal scenario, trade policies should ensure the availability of inputs 

despite climate change, markets for the processed products and access to 

cleaner technologies; while climate change policies support this effort 

through targeted adaptation and mitigation initiatives. The role of 

international trade and climate negotiations in framing the policy space for 

such policies should not be overlooked. 

 
In this context, the project "Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade 

linkages in the EAC - phase 2" (PACT EAC2) builds capacities of East 

Africans for climate-aware, trade-driven and food security-enhancing agro-

processing in their region. Until 2019, the project will bring together, inform, 

train and move to advocacy action hundreds of stakeholders from the 

government, businesses, civil society, media, academia and farming 

communities. More details are available at http://www.cuts-

geneva.org/pacteac2. 
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

 Learning about emerging policy research lessons on how agro-

processing can become more climate-aware, trade-driven and food 

security enhancing in East Africa (sectors under spotlight will include 

horticulture (fruits, palm oil), and roots, tubers and bananas) 

 Sharing knowledge and insights with stakeholders from other EAC 

countries, representatives of regional and international 

organisations, and trade and climate change negotiators to help 

break depart the “silo mentality” and develop a pluridisciplinary 

thinking for holistic policy solutions  

 Drawing lessons from some grassroots and business experiences, 

and stakeholders-led joint initiatives 

 Improving understanding through briefings by EAC trade (WTO) and 

climate (UNFCCC) negotiators on the status of ongoing negotiations, 

and sharing insights with them on opportunities for boosting agro-

processing development 



 
 

 

Snapshot 

 

When? 
 
August 8-9, 2016 

 

 

Where? 
 
Silver Springs Hotel 
Kampala, Uganda 

 

Why? 
 
Building capacities for climate-aware, 

trade-driven and food security-

enhancing agro-processing in the 

region. 

 

Who will attend? 
 
Government, regional institutions, 

businesses, civil society, media, 

academia, farming communities, 

women groups. 
 
Negotiators to the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) and United 

Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
 
 

Organised by 
 

 

SEATINI, UGANDA 

Email:seatini@infocom.co.ug 
Ph:+256 414 540 856 
 

  

 
CUTS INTERNATIONAL 

 Email: geneva@cuts.org 
Ph: +41 22 734 60 80 
 

Email: nairobi@cuts.org 
Ph: +254 203 862 149 

 
 
 
  


