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Action alert

The recent national budget slashed 3.5 billion shillings from initial allocation to 
agriculture, moving Kenya further away from its Maputo commitment to dedicate 10% 
of its budget to this sector. Honouring this commitment would be a good start for the 
new government to live up to its promise of uplifting agriculture and linking farmers 
to markets. Priority should be given to strong agriculture insurance and irrigation 
systems.

Climate change has already had devastating effects on agriculture in Kenya especially by increasing 
food insecurity. This can be seen both in crop failures due to drought and flooding as well as in 
the livestock sub-sector where production has been affected. This has undermined the potential 
for agriculture to contribute towards improving the livelihoods of farmers while at the same time 
producing enough, affordable and easily available food to not only feed the Kenyan population.

Live up to the promise

The 3.5 billion shillings slashed from initial allocation to the current 38.07 billion shillings 
(representing only 4 percent of the National Budget) to agriculture hinders the sector from fully 
realizing the promise the new government came with: uplifting agriculture, promoting food 
security and linking farmers to markets. 

To live up to this promise, the government should 
take expeditious measures to invest in the sector and 
honour its Maputo (2003) commitment to dedicate 
10 per cent of the national budget to agriculture. 
This should be done in priority through supporting 
the implementation of irrigation infrastructure and 
developing insurance systems across the country. 

Why promote irrigation?

Farmers in Kenya have over the years relied on 
rain-fed agriculture. Climate change has however 
rendered this reliance on rain unsustainable, reduced  
agricultural productivity and has even increased the 
risks. The collapse of some irrigations schemes like 

CUTS Action alerts are to draw attention and 
call for action on key trade and development-

related issues. Readers are encouraged to 
quote, reproduce and distribute this paper for  

advocacy purpose. 

CUTS International, Geneva
37-39, Rue de Vermont

1202 Geneva, Switzerland
Ph: +41.22.734.6080 
Fax:+41.22.734.3914

Email: geneva@cuts.org
Web: www.cuts-grc.org

 

< QUICK FACTS
 »  In 2013, the share of the national budget allocated 

to agriculture is 4%, far from the 10% committed at 
Maputo in 2003.

 » To live up to its promise to uplift agriculture, the 
new Kenyan government should honour its Maputo 
commitment by increasing funding to irrigation and 
insurance mechanisms for farmers.

 » Close to 8 billion shillings are already set aside 
to expand irrigation in the 2013-2014 budget 
(2013/14). This is a good opportunity for kenyan 
agriculture to reduce over-reliance on rains,  which 
has been contributing to food insecurity.
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Raising awareness about irrigation usage would 
be key to reduce Kenya’s over reliance on rain-
fed agriculture.

Live up to the Promise: Insure Kenyan 
Farmers and Promote Irrigation!

http://www.flickr.com/photos/world_trade_organization/4682313978/
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Ahero also created shortages of rice which were covered by imports. 
This does not only hinder farmers from gaining from agricultural trade 
but it also increases the import bill. Irrigation schemes should be 
developed or redevelop in order to increase  productivity and promote 
food security. 

Why promote agricultural insurance system?

Agriculture is now more uncertain than it was decades ago because 
of climate change. A farmer cannot know whether their efforts would 
turn out to be a success as crop failures are common occurrences 
resulting from droughts and floods. 

Agricultural insurance is one mechanism that can address this 
challenge. It promotes the sector by shielding farmers from the risks 
associated with crop failures. This would even enhance the ability of 
farmers to secure agricultural financing since it would substantially 
reduce the risks associated with farming hence attracting financial 
institutions to offer credit to farmers. 

What are we calling for?

q A Joint secretariat of the three relevant ministries

Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources 
and Trade and Industry should establish a joint secretariat in order 
to promote agricultural insurance and development of irrigation 
infrastructure. Such a Secretariat would continuously discuss, address 
issues of insurance system and irrigation infrastructure and would 
promote policy and practice coherence to holistically deal with the 
challenges of food insecurity, climate change and Trade.

w Raising awareness about irrigation usage

The National Irrigation Board and stakeholders should collaborate in 
raising awareness about irrigation usage, in order to reduce Kenya’s 
over reliance on rain-fed agriculture. The 700 million shillings to 
construct irrigation infrastructure as well as 8 billion shillings, set 
aside to expand irrigation in the recent budget (2013/14) is welcome, 
but there is need to ensure efficiency through timely disbursements 
such that the much needed irrigation schemes i.e. Bura, Hola, South 
West Kano, Ahero, Mwea and Pekerra are up and running.

e Allocate agriculture 10% of national budget

There is an urgent need to increase funding to the agricultural sector 
to meet the Maputo Declaration of 10 percent of the National Budget. 
This would support the institution of an insurance mechanism for 
agriculture to support farmers in case of crop failure. In addition, 

part of it should be directed at increasing the application of irrigation 
technologies/water harvesting in order to support small-scale farmers 
and those in other vulnerable areas. Failure to increase funding to 
the agriculture sector as well as promote agricultural insurance and 
irrigation would undermine farmers’ livelihoods and hinder the 
achievement of Vision 2030. 

JoIn THe CAMPAIGn !
“Live to the Promise: uplift Agriculture, Insure Farmers and 
Promote Irrigation!” is a national campaign led by Consumer 
Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) Nairobi to promote stronger agricultual 
insurance and irrigation systems in Kenya. 

You want to act? Till September 2014, the campaign will organise 
actions where your participation is needed! For more information, 
contact the campaign coordinator:

Munu Martin Luther
CUTS Africa Reseource Centre, Nairobi
Yaya Court-2nd Floor, No.5
Ring Rd, Kilimani off Argwings Kodhed Rd,  
PO Box: 8188-00200, Nairobi, Kenya
Ph: + 254 20 386 21 49 | Email: mml@cuts.org
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